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CLIMATOLOGICAL TABLE-—Surmmary of the Records of Temperature, Rainfall, and Sunshine for August 1956—continued
Air Temperatures in Degrees (Fahrenheit) Rainfall in Inches
Height K
. of Means of X Absolute Maximum and . Maximum Bright
Station Station Mean | Differ- imum No. | Differ- Fall Sun-
Above of A ence Total | of ence shine
M.S.L. and From i o Fail |{Rain| From
M‘gx. M]?n. B Normal l\n/fﬁ’;' Date l\rgifg; Date Days| Normal |5 mountl Date
) Ft. °F. °F. °F. °F. °F. In. . In. Hrs.
Lake Coleridge 1,195 | 51-3 | 33:5 | 424 | 402 | 59-0 22 1 260 10 | 2-41 |10 | —0-49 | 0-85 10 ..
Franz Josef- .. 450 | 54-3 | 36-6 | 45-4 .. 59-6 17,18 | 30-2 4 113-60 | 18 .. 251 15
Eyrewell .. 520 | 52:6 | 33-0 | 42-8 .. 65-0 16 | 24-0 10 | 1-60 | 11 | —1-55% 0-43 28
Ashley Forest 460 | 52:2 | 36-7 | 44+4 | +0-6* 66-4 16 | 28-8 1011:59| 9| —1-11% 0-62 12
Darfield . 640 | 52-8 { 33-7 | 432 | +0-3 | 62-9 24 | 26°6 9|1-82| 13| —0-65| 0-49 11 ..
Harewood . 94 | 52+6 | 34:2 | 43-4 .. 68-0 16 | 26-3 9 (1-23 |11 .. 0-30 3 156
Christchurch . . 22 | 54-0 | 34-9 | 44-4 | +0-1 | 70-8 16 | 25-7 91123 |11 | —0-82}0-24 3 ..
Wigram 74 | 53-4 1 35-3 | 44-4 | +0-2% 68-9 16 | 24-7 911513} —0-77% 0-24 11
Akaroa 150 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Lincoln 36 | 53-2 | 342|437 | +0:6 |.66-9 16 | 24-5 91162 (16| —0:46 029 | 3,6 162
Highbank 1,102 | 50-9 | 36-8 | 438 .. 60-4 20 | 305 912191 14 .. 0-36 | 1,11 155
The Hermitage 2,510 | .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
‘Winchmore 525 | 51-7 | 33:6 | 42-6 | +0-3% 61-7 23| 24-1 91172 9| —0-15% 0-53 11 ..
Haast 151 55-1)39:0 | 47-0 | +1-1% 59-3 20 | 30-4 27 19-35 |19 | —4-95% 1-26 15| 164
Ashburton 323 | 54-8 | 33-7 | 44-2 | 405 | 65-0 16 | 25-0 911776 | 10 | —0-56 | 0-84 11 158
Fairlie 1,004 | 517 | 30-2 | 41-0 | +0-8 | 65-0 14 | 21-0 10 { 1-81 10| —0-09 | 0-70 1 -
Timaru 56 1529351440} +0-2 ] 63-1 15| 25-4 10}1-05] 5| —0-41 | 0-41 11 155
Adair .. .. 200 | 52-7 [ 36:4 | 44-6 | 4+-0-7% 62-3 15} 30-2 41101} 5| —0-61% 035 1 ..
Tara Hills, Omarama .. {1,600 | 47-8 | 29-2 | 38-5 | —0-5*| 58-6 15| 22-2 101 0-95| 7| —0-38*% 0-33 25 154
Milford Sound 20 | 52:0 | 37-1 | 44-6 | +1:3 | 59-0 23 | 31-6 9114-92 | 10 | —2-28 | 3:32 15 ..
Waimate 200 | 53-9 | 34-8 | 44-4 | +0-0 | 64-0 16 | 27-0 10090 7| —0-81 | 0:63 11 150
Naseby 2,300 | 468 | 27-5 | 37-2 .. 58-0 231181 91082 8 .. 0-37 16 ..
Queenstown .. 1,100 { 50-7 | 33:6 | 42:2 | +0-6 | 59-1 311|269 9121113} —0-11 | 1-10 25 | 126
Cromwell 720 | 51-6 | 31-5 | 41-6 | +0-7* 58-6 151 23-3 91041 8| —0-44* 0-21 25 e
Ophir . 1,000 | 51:6 | 256 | 38-6 | —1:0 | 60-2 22| 13-0 91035 6| —0-43 | 0-12 12
Earnscleugh .. 500 | 5311297 | 414 | 4+0-7% 63-3 15| 23:4 91036 6| —0-29* 0-11 2 ..
Waipiata 1,550 | 48-6 | 29-8 | 39-2 | —0-5 | 60-0 311|234 91034 7] 069|014 3 148
Alexandra 520 | 52:6 | 31-0 | 41-8 | 404 | 633 151249 91045 7| —0:18 | 0-15 26 | 164
Manorburn Damt 2,448 | 44-6 | 26-9 | 35-8 | +1-8 | 53-0 15| 18-0 91063 9 —0-35/0:20 26 ..
Garston .. 1,009 | 50-8 | 31-1 | 41-0 .. 58-4 15| 22:9 91228115 .. 0-54 26
Roxburgh Hydro 350 | 52-8 | 34-9 | 43-8 .. 63-4 15| 28-0 9109510 | —0-02% 0-59 26
Mid Dome .. .. 1,252 | 50-3 | 32-7 | 41:5 .. 60-6 15| 23:7 41310 16 .. 0-61 2
Moa Flat, West Otago {1,345 | 47:5 | 33-4 | 40-4 .. 57-0 15| 26-8 8173 |16 | 4+0-00 | 0-69 26
Mossburn . .. | 961 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Taieri .. .. 80 | 537|329 |43-3| —0:4 | 64-8 151238 91-18 10| —0-56 | 0-49 11| 147
Mausselburgh, Dunedin 5152-8)37-8|45-3 | —0-2*% 62-4 151273 91195112 —0-13 | 048 2| 148
Tapanui ) .. 550 | 51-3 | 35:6 | 43-4 .. 642 151283 91257 | 13 .. 0-87 26 ..
East Gore 245 | 53-0 | 34-1 | 43:6 | +-0-9 | 64-0 23 | 26-0 91222 |14 +0-15| 0-89 26 ..
Gore 240 | 541 | 34-3 } 44-2 | 4-1-2*% 65-0 23 | 26-0 9122615 +0-19* 0-87 26 | 150
Otautau .. 180 | 52:4 | 33-8 | 43-1 | +0-1* 62-9 311230 9]3-17 15| +0-36* 1-39 26 | 116
Pebbly Hills .. 150 | 53-2 | 33:1 | 432 .. 64-0 122,23 | 25-0 9125615 —0-06* 0:70 26 ..
Invercargill South 8153-7|35-8|44-8| 4+0-8| 650 22 | 27-9 9122416 | —0-76% 0-43 10 ..
Invercargill Airfield 01!52-8133-1143-0] +0-0* 63- 151 25-8 91210114 —0-84* 0431 10! 150
tObservations for 23 days.
LATE RETURNS
Makara, July, 1956 .. 800 | 49:3 | 42:0 ] 45-6 56-1 1136:014,1419:91| 19 .. 4-61 14
R(ixburgh Hydro, July, | 350 | 46:9 | 33-0 | 40-0 62-1 81240 14 l 0-52 | 8| —0-52*% 0-14 31
956

NoTte.—At stations where departures from normal have an asterisk, the temperature record has been maintained for less than ten years,
the rainfall record for less than twenty years. Rainfall normals have been revised and now refer to the standard period 1921-50. Where
observations are not available for the whole period, or where the site of the rain gauge has been changed, the normals are partly interpolated.

Notes oN THE WEATHER FOR AUGUST 1956

General: For most of the North Island August was the fifth
successive month of unsettled weather, and in parts of the Auckland
Province the wetness of the ground was adversely affecting the
health of stock. In the South Island conditions were much drier and
mainly favourable. In most districts of both Islands the weather
proved reasonably good for lambing.

In the North Island the longest spell of fine sunny weather for
four months occurred from the 18th to the 23rd.

Three small local tornadoes were reported, all from Taranaki.
The first two occurred on the 24th and the third on the 26th.

Rainfall : Rainfall was below normal over almost the whole of
the South Island and also from Wairarapa to central Hawke’s Bay.
In Marlborough it was only about a third of the average value. It
wads wetter than usual from Waikato and Hauraki northwards. A
few places, including Auckland, had double the average.

It has been an unusually wet winter for western and northern
districts of the North Island. For the three months, June to August,
the total rainfall at Auckland was 2656 in., which is the highest in
100 years of record. The previous wettest winter there was in 1916,
with a rainfall of 24-13 in. i

For most of this portion of the North Island the annual average
rainfall was exceeded before the end of August; in parts of North-
land it had already been exceeded before the end of July.

Many thunderstorms were reported- on the 25th and 26th,
especially in the Auckland Province.

Temperatures: Over most of the Auckland Province mean tem-
peratures were more than one degree above normal. Elsewhere the
month was also mainly warmer than usual, but only by about half
a degree. :

There were two rather well defined cold spells. During the first, |
from the 4th to the 8th, the winds were southerly. This spell affected
mainly the North Island, with snow. on the high country. The
second spell lasted from the 25th to the 29th, with south-westerly

Sunshine : Sunshine was mainly about normal. Marlborough and
most of Southland were favoured with. 20 to 30 hours more than
usual, while Gisborne fell below normal by the same amount.

Weather Sequence: On the first two days of the month a trough
of low pressure moved eastward over the country and a depression
formed to the north-west of Northland. Rain affected the North
Island and coastal districts of the South Island. As the depression
deepened and moved down the east coast on the 3rd and 4th, there
was heavy rain over the Auckland Province, with some flocding.
At the same time pressure rose in the south, and from the 4th to the
8th a cold south-easterly airstream covered the North Island. Cold,
showery weather prevailed in eastern districts, with snow at times
on the high country of the North Island. On the 8th rain extended
to most of the Auckland and Taranaki Provinces and snow came
down to unusually low levels as a small depression moved eastwards
across the centre of the North Island.

On the 9th a depression crossed Northland, with further rain
over the Auckland Province. For the next four days this depression
moved slowly eastward, while another extensive depression remained
stationary over the Central Tasman Sea; rain extended as far south
as Canterbury. From the 14th to the 16th westerly conditions pre-
vailed over most of the country, with pressure low to the south.
However, yet ancther depression crossed Northiland on the 16th
and was still affecting the Auckland Province on the following day,
although elsewhere the weather had cleared with the development
of an anticyclone over the South Island.

From the 18th to the 23rd pressure remained high over the
country as.the anticyclone moved slowly eastward. The weather
was sunny and mild apart from light rain at times in Northland,
Gisborne, and the West Coast. In many. districts, especially in the -
Norﬂ]l1 Island, this was the longest spell of fine weather for four
months.

A rapid deterioration occurred early on the 24th as a very deep
depression passed to the south. The associated trough of low pres-

winds and snow on the high country of both Islands.

- sure crossed the country, bringing strong westerly to north-westerly



