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Goverrvment Meteorological Observatory. 

l\'/l"E'EEOROLOGICAL Observations at Kelht'lrn; Wellington,--fol'>the,,Month of September, 1938. 
11'.J. 9 a.m. · 
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Means, &c. .. 

Altit:ml,I! of . 0 b,ijl)rvatocy;, 4lq . ft., . 

~"O" Temperaturs (° F.) ~.Pbser:vatlons at 9 a.m. .ri 
.1l.S In Screen. t; ·8112 
"°'" <1 c!i, .. · 
='" Maxi- ~-
-~~ 

At9a.m. g 
in~ .·m1'!l!, 

~-
~~-, 

Dry~~ot, IH~: --mf ~ 
!ooc!i ·Dry, Dry. ]h 
I'< :,,i 

29•607 49·9 49·4. 97 50·1 46·6 44·4 
29·776 48·4 . 46·4 85 48·4 . 45_;6 45·1 
29·861.. 46,6 46·4 98 51·7 · 42:,0· 41-ll 
30·186,. 43,4 41·3 82 47,0 40·6 39·5 
30·151 45·4 44·7 94 47·4 41;9 39·1 
30·139 46,2 43·4 78 55·4 42•7 37·1 
30·012 53·3 49.·0 71 55·6 45·0 44·4 
30·050 47·4 47·2 98 47·8 46·0 46·0 
30·295 44·0 43·7 98 47·2 42,3 42;,0 
30·204 47·2 47·0 98 50•8 42·9 43·2 
29·971 50·0 47·8 84 59·0 41·8 33·7 
29·894 53·0 48·4 69 59·1 48,2 44,2 
29·938. 56•3 52·7 77 56·9 50·4 45·6 
29·006 56.·7 54·5 86 58·'7 53·.2 50,9 
30·186 58·0 49·4 49'( 62·4 49·1 39·1 
30·021 58·4 50·5 54 58·il 41·0 41·9 
29·604. 53-:7 52·7 93, 58·4 49:il 47·6 
29·321 44•1 41.:8 81 5i·o 41·6 40:li 
29·805 51·0 48·0 79· 57·5 37,5 30·0 
29·909 53·0 48,0 67 57·4 47•1 43·1 
30·033 55·6 51•6 75 60·0 50:0 48·0 
30·19.2. 55:0 50·0. 68 57·0 45·.7 41,4 
30· 157 57•0 52•4 71· 62·3 43·2 33·4 
30·174 56·3 52·3 75 59·9 45,6 36·2 
30·183 53·0 50·0 80 57.9 44:7 35·.o 
30·257 53·.8 49:7 73 55·2 43:4 31:s 
30•269 51 ·-0 47•9 78· 56·6 46·7 42·0 
30·168 53·0 49·6 77· 57.9 43,0 32.•0 
30·210 50·1 49·9 99 · 58·6 48·9 47·2 
30·266158·0 54·8 80• 62·6 43·5 38·9 
--------------,-

30·025 51•6 48·7 80, 55·6 45·0 40·8 

Wind. . 

B~t~ Anemo-
meter .. 

---- ---
:·· 

,::l 
.s .'. .af ,i <s ; $ .!;],,. s~ !!l~l 
A !'al ~ 

NNE 2 221. 
SSE 5 197 
SSE 6 449·: 
SSE 6 338 
SSE- 5 261;: 
SSE·· l 108·· 
NW 6 157» 
s 3 214· 

SSE. 5 325:. 
SSE 3 277 
Calm .. 77 
NW 6 204 
NW 4 314 
NW 8. 539. 
SSE 2 49.0 

NNW 3 112 
NW 6 309 . 
SSW 6 381 
NNW 2 172 
NW, 6 359 
NW 4 414 
NE 2 83 
NW 3 53 
NE. 2 74. 
E l 55. 

SSE 4 70 
s. 3 144 
N 4 69 
S. 2 156 
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49• O•O, odes 
34· 0·8· ob,-·: 
94 .. Ni or., 
16 5·6 op . 
3· 2·0 oir(-

.. 4·8 0 • 
g3 ... 4•.i C 

64- 0·-0· or 
44 O·O od 

Traqe·,. 0·5 oid 
.. 9•7 0 

.. 7.5 b .. . . O·O 0 

I 1·2 0 

4 9·4 bey 
70 l·O. oir., 

111 3·2 oir,. 
11 3;5 oir 

. . Hf.'7 b 
Trace 9·1 bcq,. 
Trac~ 4·1 C 

.. 6·0 b 
" .. 11•2 b 

.. 10,7 b 

.. 10:2 b ·' 
I 3·0. 0 

.. 9·'7 be . .. 
9 8•,7 C 

Trace. . O·O oit 
Traci, . . 4·4 C 

594, 143,:0 .. 
Mean-earth tempera;ture at 1 ft., 52·1°; and at 3 ft., 51·2°. Number of rain days, 15. Total rainfa)], 86. ;per .cep.~1 above 

normal, being the.wett'l,!!t September since 1905. Sunshine, 44 per cent. of the possible. Mean dew-point at 9' a.m., 45·6°
mean, vapour pressure, ,0·305 in. 

DIRECTION OF WIND, 
Gale -{force Forces 
8 or more). 4 to- 7. 1 N. N.E.; E. S.E; S. S.W. W,· 

I , I 15 J 3 21 1 4!-l 8 l 
NoTE.-There .were boisterous north"west gales on the' night of the 13th :and .during-.the;.,14th. 

disorganj,;ed on the latter .date. Fresh snow. fell on the Tararua.s on-the 18th.· 

NOTES ON THE WEATH;i;JR iJ!'OR,SE~TEMBER, 1938. 

N.W, Cahri. 
9l I 
Air services were 

G6neml.-Dull, cold, and wet we.ather. prevaile-d duriµg .th!) ~t few days, of September, but. from the 10th, onw-a..i.:ds,,;and,,; 
especially after the .18th, there was a marked improvement. Temperatures became mild, there was little rain in most l)i,:;tric~~-·. 
and .the atmQsphere was dry. Some pe1:fi:cit sptjng .pays were.experienood. The ;mil; ,which ha.d in.many places, been water• 
loggl;'!l, .dried out .. For t~e. farmer, the- month :was .. ge~erall,y !' very good one. Stock, part~<>ularly !ambs, did well and 
agrj,cultllml work .was. carne~ out =;der fa!_ou.rable,con<!,itmns. The per~entage of lambi!i .part1?ularly.m,the North Island, 
has ·not .been so good as durmg the immediately preceding years, but .tbisJ1as,.been µue .to earli!'li; troµblfll!, .. In,.1hll._Ba,y,,pf, 
Plenty area the season is still bac!<ward and feed rather scarC!). LIJ,rge, parts. of . .c;:>tag1i and J3ollthlwd,,,;:alsp,,,~onpµiul",, to, 
experien-00 a short.age of rainfall whieh is adversely a:tl;ecting 9rops aI\d. pastures. Elsewh.ere feed is gell0ra.Uy abll,Jl.di>Il~,,,. Too. ... , 
white, butterfly is already ,reported from as fai, sout4. as .Timaru. 

· Rainfall.-In the North Island rainfall .. was mu,ch above av,erage jn the, Wellington Provinc,l:l but considP~!l!hlY.J>el,9y it ... , 
alm0 st,.ev!'lrywhere-else. In the South Isl,ai;id thei:e-were hea,vy rain11 in.eastern districts from Dunedin,,no:t;thwar<J;s,,dl!W'S.;, 
theJirstjhr<je days and another goQd £a)l .occurred on the .. J 7th, These brought the totals for most of Can,t~rQll,l"Y,, aJ:\!Vth~.;· 
eastern parts of North Otago above the average, but there was litj;le rain during the rest of the month. Nelson, also, had more 
tha,n. the average, but .over the remainde:i:, of thll .IslaJ:J,d. th,unon,th was a dry one. In Central .OtagP .totals were extremely ~·· . . · Temperature.-The mean temperature was. practically everywhere slightly above normal. The~e ,was-no severe cold 
though. the first fe-.y days we.re unpleas11nt, The,.:e WIJ,S snuw ,on the high levels, especially in the South,Isla.nd, on the 2nd and 
3rd, while on the .18th, ;falls were wiilespr/l;,,d in ,.t.he.centr:al p~i<;m of the Dominion. On the latter occasion snow lay on the 
gro1,1nd about soll\e .of the higher parts of the)[aµi '.frunlt,RaUwaw. On the whole, however, the ranges lost a large portion of 
their ·winter snow .. Frosts tho1,1gh fairly frequent, especially in ,the South Island, were sh.allpw and. ca11.~11i!, l/.tt~11 .. <ia1Aage. 

Sunshi'n!l,-Though the latter part of the month :W!\S slll)lly,.t~ total amount of bright sunshine was generally below average. 
The reverse was, however, the case in the Auckland, Westland, Otago, an_d.South).and Provinci,s.. The· distribution was more 
uniform than usual. Hamilton East had 203·2 and Tauranga 195·9 hours. Totals. of 183,7, 184· l, and 185·5 hours for Hokitika, 
Dunedin, and Inyeroargill, respectively, .were unUBually, higjl.' for those places. 

Storm Systems,-A depression was located.over the middle portion of the Dominion on the 1st and gradually moved,llWIIIY.l;' 
to the north and east during the. next two days. Though the depressiqn itself was not very deep, its effect was increttsed b;~;'. 
the advancii .ofan a,~ticyclo~e on to the southern part of the South Island. A southerly gale of an unusual type ,resul~d. This' 
was very boisterous about Cook $trait and on the east coast of the South Island. Except in the northern -hmlf .of..the-Nortfu,.,, 
Island and western and southern districts of the South,,there.was heavy raiu, About Oa!ll~U sopie.locp,lJlo<ldµJ.g__,occurred. 
Snow fell :·on the . ranges. . 
• Thee. next period of unsettled weath!lr was from the.. 6th to f;he 9th when a series of depressions crossed the eentral and 
northern portions of the Dominion. Rajn was again widllspretad with many heavy falls, espe,cially i)1 'l;aranalµ .and Well,ingto!l., 
Some· violent thunderstorms were reported on the 8th, and.in th!l northern Wairarapa there was 'very severe flooding. 

A fine and mild spell followed, but from the 12th to the 18th there were frequent .westerly depressions. There was rain 
in districts with a westerly aspect on most days, while that of thE! 17th was practically general.. On this. day ther" were many 
thunder and hail storms also. Westerly gales blew in many places between the 13th and 15th. A westerly·gale of unusual 
violence for those areas blew again in the central and western portions of the North Island on the 18th, while farther south there 
was a southerly gale. 

During the remaindl'r of the month anticyclonic conditions prevailed and disturbances were of only slight intensity. 
EDWARD K.IDSON, Director, 


