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Government Meteorological, Obserru,tory, 

1\/l"ETEOROLOGICAL Observations at Kelburn, Wellington, for the Month of August, 1938. Observations taken at 
ll'.L 9 a.m. 

Altitude of Observatory, 415 ft. 
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1 .. .. .. 29•903 41·8 38·9 75 45·0 37·1 33·9 SSE 2 229 19 5·1 I 0 

2 .. .. . . 29·852 39·0 38·1 92 40·1 37·9 34·2 SSE 2 156 144 0·6 orh 
3 .. .. .. 29·971 39·2 38·0 89 50·8 33·2 26·6 Calm .. 84 . . 5·4 ogz 
4 .. .. .. 29·914 40·1 39·2 92 44·7 34·3 24·6 SE 2 124 2 O·O ogz 
5 .. .. . . 30· 139 42·2 38·8 71 43·0 39·1 37·8 s 5 352 18 3·7 oph 
6 .. .. .. 30·369 43·0 39·8 73 50·2 35·0 30·8 NE I 235 . . 8·6 bz 
7 .. .. .. 30·313 48·4 42·9 60 53·8 39·0 34·6 NNW 3 120 .. 8·7 b 
8 .. .. .. 30·204 49·9 44.7 64 52·8 45·1 40·8 NW 5 371 Trace 2·7 be 
9 .. .. .. 29·850 49·5 44·9 68 52·9 46·1 44·0 NNW 7 397 144 O·O oq 

10 .. .. .. 29·596 43·8 40·3 72 45·8 42·3 37·6 s 6 481 . . 5·7 ojp 
ll .. .. .. 29·835 45·3 41·9 73 52·2 34·7 26·0 Calm .. 121 .. 8·7 bcz. 
12 .. .. . . 29·956 47·0 44.7 83 54.7 40·0 32·2 NE I 71 .. 7·8 b 
13 .. .. .. 30·003 51·4 48·7 81 56·8 43·0 35·0 N 3 62 .. 9·2 b 
14 .. .. .. 30·092 52·7 47·8 67 56·9 46·7 41·1 N 3 147 .. 5·6 be 
15 .. .. . . 30·044 53·0 52·0 93 55·7 49·5 46·7 NW 7 462 1 0·8 ouq 
16 .. .. .. 30·047 53·0 52·3 95 55·6 51·0 48·1 NW 5 335 25 0·1 ojp 
17 .. .. .. 29·897 52·4 50·4 86 56·2 49·1 49·1 NW 5 403 . . 8·3 oq 
18 .. .. .. 29·788 51·0 47·8 78 56·7 48·9 46·0 NW 4 250 241 3·2 be 
19 .. .. .. 29·926 46·5 42·7 71 51·9 39·2 37·7 SSW 5 143 I 2·2 0 

20 .. .. .. 30·272 49·0 44·0 64 53·0 43·0 38·1 E I 64 .. 7.4 0 

21 .. .. .. 30·295 51·0 47·8 78 55·4 39·2 29·8 NNE 3 30 .. 8·:7 b 
22 .. .. .. 30·452 48·8 46·2 81 57·9 41·2 29·6 Calm .. 74 .. 9·7 bz 
23 .. .. .. 30·425 49·3 46·9 82 56·0 41·2 32·1 NNW 2 75 .. 8·4 be 
24 .. .. .. 30·346 46·8 44·5 83 51·4 40·6 33·1 SSE 2 108 .. 7·6 oz 
25 .. .. .. 30·470 46·3 43·6 79 51·4 38·7 28·1 Calm .. 83 .. 5·8 oz 
26 .. .. . . 30·564 46·4 42·9 73 49·9 42·3 40·5 SE 4 160 .. O·O 0 

27 .. .. .. 30·396 48·7 45·8 79 57.7 41·8 28·1 Calm .. 60 6 1·8 0 

28 .. .. .. 29·988 57·7 52·6 69 60·6 47·0 45·7 ENE 3 43 33 O·l oir 
29 .. .. .. 29·788 54·2 54·0 99 58·9 53·2 50·7 NNW 3 157 56 1·7 omd 
30 .. .. .. 29·569 51·8 50·7 93 56·9 49·1 49·1 NW 6 279 Trace 5.3 0 

31 .. .. .. 29·601 53·9 50·0 75 57·3 48·3 44·2 NNW 5 330 IO 7·9 C 

-------------------------------,_ 
Means, &c. .. 30·060 48·2 45·3 79 53·0 42·5 37·3 .. 3·1 194 700 150·8 .. 

Mean oorth tempi>rature at I ft., 46·8°; and at 3 ft., 47·8°. Number of rain days, 13. Total rainfall, 78 per cent. above 
normal. Sunshine, 46 per cent. of the possible. Mean dew-point at 9 a.m., 41·8°; mean vapour pressure, 0·264 in. 
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NoTE.-Remaclrably heavy hail fell on the 2nd and the 9th. A few flakes of snow fell on the 5th. North-west gales 
occurred on the 9th to 10th and on the 15th. 

NOTES ON THE WEATHER FOR AUGUST, 1938. 
General.-August was a much better month than June or July. After the first ten days conditions were mild for winter 

and some dry and sunny weather improved the outlook generally. Unfortunately, at the end of the month there was some 
setback with a renewal of dull and wet weather. The condition of stock and pastures varies considerably from district to 
district, but, on the whole, it is less favourable than usual. Though vegetation is showing signs of growth it has not completely 
recovered from the cold and wet of the earlier months, and· the season is somewhat backward. In most of Otago and Southland 
there is still a shortage of moisture. In other districts the soil is generally saturated and farm work is being interfered with. 
This state of affairs is particularly marked in the Auckland Province. The lambing season appears unlikely to be so good 
as last year's. 

Rainfall.-Rainfall was much 1,bo,e normal over the northern half of the North Island, numbers of places recording double 
the average or more. In the southern half of the North Island the average was exceeded only about Wellington. In the 
South Island it was a wet month in and west of the ranges but dry in eastern districts, especially from Canterbury southwards. 
There were places in Central Otago which had no rain at all. 

Temperature.--Cold weather continued from July over the first few days of August, but after the 4th there was a warmer 
spell. Another cold snap followed but from the 10th it was mild for the time of the year. The mean temperature for the 
month was everywhere above average, though the departures were generally quite small. Frosts were moderately frequent 
hut confined generally to the surface layers and there was no really severe cold. The amount of snow on the ranges decreased 
considerably. 

Sitnshine.-The amount of bright sunshine was above average in the extreme north and south and considerably so, also, 
in Canterbury and Otago. Elsewhere it was well below average. Alexandra had 178·3 hours and Nelson 177·1 hours. 

Pressure Systems.-At the beginning of the month a shallow depression was centred west of Auckland. This moved 
eastward but was followed by a similar and rather deeper one on the 4th. These were responsible for winds from an easterly 
or south-easterly quarter and dull, cold weather. There was widespread heavy rain over the North Island, and snow on the 
high levels. On the early morning of the 4th a light fall of snow was experienced at Rotorua. Some flooding occurred in 
the Auckland and Hawke's Bay Provinces. 

There followed a change in the type of weather. Previously, a long series of cyclonic depressions had formed off the west 
coast producing conditions similar to those described above. Now, however, the anticyclonic centres began to take a more 
northerly path and the depressions which developed were of the westerly type. Of these, a deep one passed on the 9th to 10th. 
It was accompanied by a severe northerly gale which did much damage from Taranaki and Hawke's Bay southward to Westland 
and Canterbury. Telephone, telegraph, and power lines were interrupted, and trees and fences suffered considerably. Rain 
was general with many heavy falls, especially in western districts. 

From the 14th to the 19th further westerly depressions passed. One on the 18th developed a centre oflow pressure over 
t,he Cook Strait area and was responsible for some heavy rain. Wellington had a torrential downpour with much hail. A 
very fine spell followed with anticyclonic conditions ruling over the Dominion. A series of depressions was, however, crossing 
the north Tasman Sea. These gradually bec.ame more intense and extended further southward, On the 27th the sky wa,,i 
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