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METEOROLOGICAL Observations at Kelburn, Wellington, for the Month of January, 1938. 
9a.m. 

Altitude of Observatory, 415 ft. 
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'":i Temperature(" F.l from Observations at 9 a.m. Wind. 
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Wet. I Humid· I ! !"'c, Dry. Dry. Dry. I §P'I lty. 

f<I ~ 

I .. .. " 29·894157•8 57·81100 64·7 J 56·5 57·1 SSE 

I 
4 151 

2 " " " 29·847 64·2 62·0 88 71.3 55·6 55·1 SSE I 136 
3 " " " 29·888 , 64·0 62·2 90 70·0 56·9 51·8 N I 46 
4 .. " " 29·850 65·4 63·6 90 73·8 60·0 59·5 NW 4 200 
5 " " .. 29·569 66·6 66·3 99 70·0 63·6 63·7 NW 5 391 
6 " " " 29·808 69·3 58·9 50 71·2 58·1 50·5 NW 5 305 
7 " " " 29·861 63·8 61·2 86 70·8 60·3 56·9 NW 4 391 
8 " " " 29·678 70·8 64·1 68 72·4 61·0 60·2 NW 6 319 
9 .. " " 29·330 59·9 58·4 91 68·8 56·8 56·7 NNW 4 280 

10 " " " 29·894 57·9 51·5 61 64·0 48·4 47·0 s 4 209 
11 " .. .. 30·204 63·6 56·8 63 I 71-5 52·7 46·7 NW 4 112 
12 .. .. " 30·316 71·5 64·0 65 73·2 56·7 51·9 s 1 171 
13 " .. " 30·381 73·1 63·3 55 78·0 55·0 49·3 NW 2 119 
14 " .. .. 30·461 65·5 62·9 86 77·0 61·0 57·3 NW 2 146 
15 " .. " 30·422 65·7 62·2 82 74·1 59·5 56·2 NE 4 138 
16 " " " 30·363 61·8 59·4 86 71·8 55·9 54·2 s I 92 
17 .. " " 30·363 61·6 59·0 85 70·1 57·0 53·0 SSE 3 78 
18 .. .. " 30· 154 67·0 62·9 79 71·5 55·8 52·5 NNW 2 109 
19 " " .. 30·136 57·8 55·8 88 65·3 55·7 52·5 SSE 2 171 
20 .. .. .. 29·997 65·3 58·3 63 75·1 50·3 44·4 ENE 2 70 
21 .. .. " 29·959 71·1 61·9 56 75·0 54·3 47.5 NW 3 69 
22 " .. .. 29·838 64·2 58·0 66 69·4 60·0 58·3 NW 5 235 
23. 

" .. .. 29·752 54·9 54·8 99 56·5 53·8 54·7 SSE 3 366 
24 " .. .. 29·752 50·3 49·7 96 54·5 48·6 48•7 SSE 7 392 
25 " " " 29·932 54·5 50·3 73 61·7 48·8 48•7 SSE 7 473 
26 " .. " 29·997 61·5 53·2 55 62·9 50·0 44·4 SSE 4 204 
27 " .. .. 30· 130 61·8 54·0 57 69·4 50·0 40·7 SSE 4 172 
28 " .. " 30·154 68·4 60·7 62 74·6 49·9 44·0 NW I 101 
29 " " " 30·098 67·2 61·8 72 71·4 58·2 55·9 NW 3 160 
30 .. " " 30·039 69·3 64·2 75 73·4 60·2 57·5 NW 4 218 
31 " .. " 30· 101 64·8 61·6 83 76·5 60·1 57·4 N I 214 
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3 O·O or .. 6·8 0 

Trace 7·8 0 

6 3·4 0 

39 2·9 orq 
.. 12·6 by 

2 2·9 0 

119 6·5 0 

18 7·6 or 
" 12·5 b 
" 11·9 be 
.. 13·3 b 
.. 12·2 b 
.. 8·3 0 

" 11·2 C 

" 10·0 0 

.. 8·5 0 

.. 5·7 ow 
" 3·1 0 

" 5·8 0 .. 13·5 bo 
26 12·0 C 

221 O·O orq 
82 O•O orq 

Trace l·l opq 
" 13·5 b 
" 13·5 b 
" 12·6 b 
.. 12·6 be 
" 8·0 bo 
" 8·3 0 

-------i----1 ---Means, &o. .. .. 30·005 63·9159·4 76 70·0 55·8 52·7 I " 3·3 201 516 ,248·1 •• 

Mean earth temperature at 1 ft., 66·7°; and at 3 ft., 64·5°. Number of rain days, 9. Total rainfall, 78 per cent. above 
normal. Sunshine, 54 per cent. of the possible. Mean dew-point at 9 a.m., 56·0°; mean vapour pressure, 0.448 in. 

Gale (force 
8 or more). 

DmEOTION OF WIND. 
Forces 
4 to 7. N. N.E. E. S.E. 

16 3 ~ I q 
s. 
71 

NOTE.-A thunderstorm occurred on the early morning of the 10th. 

s.w. 

NOTES ON THE WEATHER FOR JANUARY, 1938. 

w. N.W. 
14 

Calm. 

General.--January was a very warm and humid month. Though the rain was very heavy iu some parts and above 
average in most districts there were comparatively few wet days, and in the middle of the month there was almost a fort. 
night of brilliantly fine weather with little wind. During the latter period some very high temperatures were recorded. 
As has been characteristic of this summer, the rain has come at very opportune times, and when it did come was generally 
heavy. In consequence, there is abundance of pasture in most parts of the country. The wheat crop is turning out much 
better than seemed likely a few months ago, and most other crops are doing very well. Stock are in good condition, and the 
milk yield has been well maintained. Lambs, though fattening better than earlier in the season, are still, apparently, some­
what on the light side. 

Rainfall.-The total rainfall for the month was generally above average. This was especially the case in Taranaki, 
Hawke's Bay, Wellington, and Canterbury. In North Auckland, the Bay of Plenty area, Nelson, and Marlborough, the 
departures from normal were not generally large, and excesses and deficits were mingled. In parts of Southland and south­
eastern Otago the month was a dry one. 

Temperatures.-Mean temperatures were 3 to 5 degrees above normal over the North Island, and mainly from 2 to 3 
degrees above over the South Island. In the North Island, the only warmer January hitherto recorded was that of 1935. 
But for the one cold spell, which set in from the 23rd to the 26th, the means for the month would have been considerably 
higher. Many high readings were reported, but the atmosphere was generally too humid for records to be broken. 

Sunshine.-'Sunshine was above average over most of the country, some high totals being recorded in the northern part 
of the North Island, including 284·8 hours at Tauranga and 283·5 at Hamilton East. Southland had an unusually sunny 
month for that part, Invercargill reporting 230· l hours. There was slightly less than the average in Canterbury and 
Westland. 

PresBUre Systems.-There were only three disturbed periods during the month. The first was from the 4th to the 5th. 
A deep westerly depression passed in the south on the 4th, and a shallow one crossed the central portion of the Dominion on 
the 5th. A somewhat similar sequence of events occurred during the 6th to the 9th, the second depression on this occasion 
being rather deeper and taking a more southerly course. Except in the north-eastern portion of the North Island, these 
disturbances each brought almost general rains, with many heavy falls. The rain was very beneficial after the preceding 
dry and warm spell. 

From the 10th to the 21st high pressure and anticyclonic conditions prevailed. The weather was almost continuously 
fine and very warm. 
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