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Government Meteorological Observatory.

ETEOROLOGICAL Observations at Kelburn, Wellington, for the Month of February, 1937. Observations taken at

9 a.m.
Altitude of Observatory, 415 ft.
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1 30-030 | 61-7 | 55-7 66 62-0 | 52-3 | 43-8 | SE 3 163 .. 6-8 o
2 30-201 | 58-9 | 51-0 55 68:0 | 45-2 | 33:6 E 2 107 .. 13-3 b
3 30-077 | 63-3 | 58-0 71 66-5 | 54-1 | 50-2 (INNW | 4 144 | Trace | 13-0 b
4 30-210 | 56-8 | 53-8 81 60-2 | 52-1 | 44-3 | SE 3 132 .. 5-4 o
5 30-219 | 56-7 | 51-9 70 63-0 | 49-7 | 43-1 | SSE 2 96 .. 11-7 c
6 30-065 | 63-0 | 57-1 68 67-1 | 47-4 | 41-0 |NNW| 3 97 11-7 b
7 29-935 | 61-7 | 57-6 77 67-8 | 56-7 | 55-9 N 3 187 5 7-4 o)
8 29-847 | 55-3 | 54-8 98 | 61-2 | 575|570 SE 3 318 13 0-0 or
9 .. .. .. 130-121 | 61-1 | 54-1 61 69-4 | 51-7 | 48-0 E 2 126 71| 11-6 b
10 .. M .. | 29-817 | 56-4 | 56-2 | 98 62-3 | 55:1 | 53-0 (NNW| 5 225 30 0-0 or
11 .. .. .. 29-699 | 61-9 | 55-5| 64 | 66-2 | 48-9 | 43-2 w 2 347 - 8-1 be
12 .. .. .. | 29-599 | 58-8 | 55-0 78 | 60-4 | 51-1 | 47-7 | NW 4 130 28 | 0-1 o
13 .. .. .. | 29-410 | 51-0 | 48-0 79 57-9 | 47-6 | 46-9 S 3 358 |Trace| 5-9 o
14 .. .. .. 1 29-534 | 57-2 | 49-2 52 62-9 | 47-7 | 450 | W 1 280 80 6-2 be
15 .. .. .. [ 29:625 | 50-0 | 46-9 77 65-0 | 45-7 | 44-0 | SSE 4 146 | 95 op
16 .. .. ..| 29-581 | 65-0 | 55-3 50 726 | 47-8 | 41-8 | W 2 100 12-2 b
17 . .. .. | 29-590 | 57-1 | 52-6 72 64-6 | 54-0 | 49-7 | NW 6| 251 .. 6-7 oq
18 .. .. .. | 29-666 | 58-4 | 47-5 38 64-4 | 46-4 | 403 | W 4| 282 .. 11-8 b
19 .. .. .. | 830-083 | 51-4 | 46-3 64 | 57-6 46-9 | 38-4 | SSE 3 206 .. 10-7 be
20 .. . .. 1 30-346 | 57-0 | 49-7 56 61-6 J 48-7 | 44-5 | SE 4| 271 .. 11-8 be
21 v .. .. | 30-151 | 61-6 | 53-7 57 66-3  43-8 | 34-5 INNW| 3 65 | .. 12-5 b
22 .. .. .. | 30-056 | 61-3 | 56-0 70 66-7 | 52-4 | 48-4 |[NNW| 2 90 31 4-7 o
23 .. .. .. 1 29-823160-1 | 60-0 99 63-1 | 55-2 | 53-5 | NW 6 250 69| 0-1 orm
24 .. e .. | 29:705 | 61:6 | 61-1 97 63-7 | 59-0 | 58-9 | NW 5| 468 99| 05! oq
25 .. . .. [ 29-982 | 56-0 | 56-0 | 100 65-0 | 54-2 | 55-0 | SSE 2 150 1 0-0 of
26 .. .. .. 129-974 | 65-0. | 60-2 74 | 67-6 | 52-3 | 50-4 N 2 44 59| 2-0 o
27 .. .. .. | 30-074 | 60-1 | 59-1 94 | 65-1 | 54-9 | 54-9 N 2 101 |Trace| 3-1 or
28 .. .. .. ] 29-950 | 62-1 | 59-0 82 | 67-2 | 56-7 | 53-8 | NW 51 239 .. 10-6 c
Means, &c. .- | 29-906 | 58-9 | 54-3 73 64-1 | 51-3 | 47-2 i .. ] 3'2{ 192 422 197-4
. 1

Mean, earth temperature at 1ft., 63-1°; and at 3 ft., 62:6°. Number of rain days, 11. Total rainfall, 53 per cent.
above normal. Sunshine, 51 per cent. of possible; three sunless days. Mean dew-point at 9a.m., 50-1°; mean vapour
pressure, 0-361 in.
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Nore.—On the 10th a north-west gale was experienced. Light hail fell on the 14th, and on the 25th and 26th there
were morning fogs. :

Nores oN THE WEATHER FOrR FEBRUARY, 1937.

General.—Though there were no very violent storms the weather during February was unsettled and very cold for the
time of year. The total rain was much below normal in the northern and eastern portions of the North Island, but there
was sufficient in most places to keep the soil moist. In Hawke’s Bay and the Gisborne districts, however, the westerly winds
accentuated the rainfall failure and dry conditions prevailed. Stock are generally in good condition, but have done rather
better in the areas where the rainfall was low than elsewhere. It was too cold for animals really to thrive well, and in much
of the South Island the softness of the feed has led to various digestive troubles and considerable losses of lambs. The
milk-yield is being well maintained. In Taranaki and the Manawatu the heavy rains were confined, principally, to a few
days towards the end of the month, but in the South Island they began earlier and produced adverse conditions for harvesting,
which has been delayed somewhat. In parts of Canterbury there are signs of sprouting of wheat in some of the crops.
Several frosts were experienced, and these, combined with the general lack of warmth, were unfavourable to many small
crops. Tomatoes, in particular, have suffered considerably. There is still an abundance of pasture, and supplies of winter
feed are assured for most districts. ;

Rainfall.—In Taranaki, western Wellington, and the whole of the South Island, with the exception of a portion of North
Canterbury, the month was a very wet one indeed. Most of Taranaki and Nelson had between two and three times the
normal rainfall, while in parts of Otago and Southland even greater departures were experienced. Hawke’s Bay and much
the greater part of the Auckland Province had very low totals. In the Wairarapa conditions were more varied, but the
departures from average generally small.

Temperatures.—The month was one of the coldest Februaries hitherto experienced. Mean temperatures were every-
where much below normal, the departures increasing from about two degrees in the far North to about four at Weilington
and over most of the South Island.

Sunshine.—At most places there was less sunshine than usual, though where the rainfall was below average the sunshine
differed little therefrom. Tauranga had 220-1 hours and Napier and Lake Tekapo each 218-8.

Pressure Systems.—The month began with a fine spell while an anticyclone passed slowly eastwards across the country.
From the 6th to the 8th there came a series of westerly depressions the effects of which were felt mainly in the South Island,
heavy rain falling in western and southern districts. After a very brief interval a fresh and a very long series began to pass.
As the first of these depressions, a rather intense one, approached on the 10th, north-westerly gales occurred in the middle
portion of the Dominion. By the 11th winds had changed to west or south-west, and from that date until the 18th winds from



