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Government M eieor0logical Observatory. 

ME'j'EOROLQGICAL Observations at Kelbum, Wel!ipgt\m, for the Month of January, 1937. Observations taken at 
9a.m. 
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1 .. .. .. , 29·894 62·0 60·5 91 72·2 57·2 57·0 Calm .. 53 2 l·l 0 

2 .. .. .. 29·755 65·1 60·3 74 6'!·8 56·2 54·2 NW 4 113 .. 10·7 b 
3 ., . ., .. 29·805 61·2 58·6 84 65·7 57·3 56·7 NW 3 234 .. 7.7 0 

4 .. .. .. 29·858 63·5 59·4 78 70·0 55·1 52·6 NNW 2 140 1 7·2 0 

t ., .. .. .. 29·607 65·6 61·5 78 67·1 57·0 55·2 Calm .. 83 91 0·0 or 
.. .. .. 29·424 64·0 59·0 73 68·8 59·0 58·2 NW 6 240 Trace 13·5 bq 

7. .. .. .. 29·616 61·4 58·8 84 65·6 55·1 53·0 NW 8 503 .. 9·6 0 

8 .. .. .. 29·844 59·5 54·2 69 65·9 50·3 45·2 SE 2 295 .. 7·8 e 
9 .. .. .. 29·681 58·5 54·4 75 61·9 54·0 52·0 NW 5 291 20 0·0 oq 

10 .. .. .. 29·421 59·3 57.5 89 62·7 56·0 55·8 NW 6 548 .. 4·2 oq 
11 .. .. .. 29·581 60·2 53·7 62 62·3 53·2 50·2 NW 7 523 .. 13·2 bq 
12 .. .. .. 29·590 58·5 52·0 62 64·9 49·8 48·2 SSE 2 394 .. 10·0 be 
13 .. .. .. 29·832 57·8 53·2 73 59·4 48·3 43·2 NW 2 48 1 l ·7 0 

14 .. ... .. 29·985 58·9 52·2 61 60·0 51·8 48·3 SE 4 165 Trace ll·l be 
15 .. .. .. 29·870 59·5 52·4 59 63·0 52·1 47·2 ESE 4 213 126 0·0 0 

16 .. .. .. 29·634 54·2 54·0 99 59·5 53·0 53·1 SSE 4 319 16 0·8 omd 
17 .. .. .. 29·590 59·5 57·2 86 70·2 53·1 50·9 Calm .. 180 6 5·2 0 

18 .. .. .. 29·838 55·2 54.9 98 62·4 54·2 54·3 SSE 3 125 6 2·6 

I 
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19 .. .. .. 29·870 62·2 56·0 65 65·0 52·0 49·0 NE 1 122 13 4·4 0 

20 .. .. .. 29·333 61·8 60·2 91 73·0 53·1 52·2 NW 5 435 .. 10·2 C 

21. .. .. . . 29·534 63·3 56·2 61 66·3 52·7 46·7 N 3 116 11 10·5 b 
22 .. .. .. 29·105 63·4 59·8 80 68·1 55·1 54·1 NW 6 441 .. 12·5 bcq 
23 .. ... .. 29·221 61·3 54·7 63 66·6 55·3 53·1 NW 6 483 .. 13·4 bq 
24 .. .. .. 29·537 61·4 54·6 62 67·2 54·1 50·9 NW 5 368 Trace 12·3 b 
25 .. .. .. 29·767 61·8 56·3 69 63·0 51 ·3 48·0 SE 2 172 25 4·0 e 
26 ,. .. .. 30·077 55·2 51·8 78 61·2 50·4 48·3 SSE 3 163 . . 7.3 0 

27 .. .. .. ' 30· 136 60·8 54·4 64 66·0 45·3 
i 

39·3 E 1 82 .. 13·4 be 
28 .. " .. I 30·036 65·8 59·5 67 72·0 47·4 

I 
40·3 NNW 3 107 .. 12·3 b 

29 .. .. .. 
! 

29·779 59·9 56·8 81 64·9 57·0 I 53·8 NW 4 249 .. 0·0 0 

30 .. .. .. I 29.457 64·9 53·9 44 69·2 56·1 I 51·3 NW 6 320 .. 11·5 bq 
31 .. .. .. 29·829 62·3 53·8 54 68·4 55·0151·1 NW 4 417 Trace 13·4 b 

Means, &c. .. 1.29·694 60·9 56·2 73 65·8 ~15o-8 4 256 318 231·6 . . 
- --

Mean earth ten1perature at 1 ft., 64·7°.; and at 3 ft., 62·5°. Number of rain days, 12. Total rainfall, 10 per cent. above 
normal. Sunshine, 51 per ecnt. of possible. Mean dew-point at 9 a.m., 52· l O ; mean vapour pressure, 0·389 in. 

DIRECTION OF WIND. 
Gale {force l!...,orces 
8 or more).· 4.to 7. N. N.E. E. S.E. s. s.w. w. N.W. Calm. 

1- , 15 2 I l½ 5_1_ 
2 2 16 3 

NOTE.-Moderatc north-west gales were experienced on the 7th and 11th. 

NOTES ON 'fHE WEATHER FOR JANUARY, 1937. 

General.-Though the rainfall was below normal in parts of the South Island the weather was generally humid, and 
January was a wet month, especially in the North Island. The humid conditions favoured the growth of pasture, which is 
still abundant~in many places, indeed, superabundant. Stock, consequently, are in good condition, and the milk-yield 
has been well maintained.. Feed remains rather soft, however, and Iambs have not fattened very well. The cool weather, 
too, has been rather unfavourable for crops of most kinds. Shearing, which had been held over in some districts by the wet 
weather, was still further delayed, and haymaking was interfered with. White butterflies have been rather more numerous 
again, Unusually low pressures prevailed throughout the month, which was more stormy and windy than most Januaries. 

Rainfall.-The whole of the North Island, with the exception of parts of Taranaki, had more than the average rainfall. 
North Auckland had more than double, and between Hawke's Bay and the Bay of Plenty, also, it was very wet. In the 
South Island, though it was generally a wet month, the.total falls were below normal in Nelson and parts of North Canterbury 
and Otago. . 

1'emperatures were below normal over almost the whole country, the departure being generally about 2° F. Hastings 
and Hanmer Springs, however, were warmer than usual, doubtless owing to the Fohn effect in the strong westerly winds. 
About the middle of the month a few frosts were recorded, and snow fell to rather low levels on the mountains. 

S·unshine was above normal at Wellington and in eastern districts of the South Island, but elsewhere was below it. 
Blenheim had 277·2 hours, Lake Tekapo 272·7, and Nelson 255·2. 

Pressure Systems.-On the 1st a depression was passing away eastward and the weather was still disturbed over the 
Dominion. Rain was widespread. Some heavy falls occurred on both coasts of the North Island, but particularly in the 
north-east. · 

On the 5th a vigorous disturbance came from the Tasman Sea and a centre of low pressure moved from west of the 
Auckland Peninsula south-south-easterly across the North Island. Strong easterly or north-easterly winds to gales blew 
over the )forth Island, while westerly gales followed in the central provinces. Heavy rain was general. 

Between the 9th and the 12th there was a series ofwcsterly depressions which affected principally the South Island and 
southern portions of the North. . 

On the 14th a cyclonic depression which had developed in the North Tasman Sea moved southwards from near Norfolk 
Island across the North Island and finally filled up on the 16th. On the 14th to 15th easterly gales in the Auckland Province 
did considerable damage. Heavy rain was again general over the North Island, and some flooding occurred in North Auckland 
and southern Hawke's Bay. Dan.nevirke had 8·25 inches of rain on the 16th. 


