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Storm Systems.-·The only storm of note occurred at the beginning of the month. At this time a depression was crossing 
the Dominion, and on the morning of the 2nd a deep cyclone centre developed over the Cook Strait area. Rain was practically 
general, and in the western and central districts there were many heavy falls. Flooding occurred in Taranaki, southern 
Wellington, Marlborough, and North Canterbury. On the 1st northerly gales raged at many places from Nelson and Marl
borough northwards, and the Wairarapa experienced the most destructive gale in its history. The reason why this wind was 
so damaging is not very clear since, in the higher levels and at Wellington, for instance, stronger blows have been recorded. 
It must, however, have dcscendccl with unusual force to the low levels after crossing the Tararua Ranges. Such a descent 
is favoured if the ground is unusually wa.rm, and the fact that the night of the 30th September to 1st October was unusually 
warm at Wellington while a very high maximum temperature was recorded at Masterton is in accordance with this. A 
strong southerly wind and a sharp cold snap followed on the 2nd October, and snow fell to low levels on the ranges. 

A moderate westerly depression which passed on the 9th was also responsible for a fre8h fall of snow on the ranges, but 
the precipitation caused by it was far from general. 

On the 12th another depression moved on to the country, and, its further movement being checked by an intense anti
cyclone to the eastward, did not disappear until the 16th. During this time rain foll in all parts but was particularly 
heavY on the mountains and in western districts. 

Several other depressions passed during the month but none were very boisterous or productive of general 1·ain. 
Associated with one of these there were some severe thunder and hail storms in western districts of the North Island 
on the 31st. 
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