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METEOROLOGICAL Observations at Kelburn, Wellington, for the Month of October, 19:1~. Observations taken at 
l' 9 a.m. 
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Altitude of Observatory, 415 ft. 
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56·2 50·9 67 60·2 42·0 35· 3 122·6 NW 3 80 
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Mean earth temperature at 1 ft., 55·0°; and at 3 ft., 54· l 0 • Number of rain days, 14. 
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NoTE.-A remarkably good spring month. Temperatures were 'l(ery slight,Jy below normal, and there were no frosts. 
Total bright sunshine, 194·8 hours, 48 per cent. of the possible; three sunless days. Precipitation was 101 per cent. above 
normal, more than half of which fell in the first two days. There was a strong north-west gale on the 1st accompani<:d by 
very heavy rain, and on the 2nd a strong southerly blew. The remainder of the month was mild with very little wind. Mean 
dew-point at 9 a.m., 47·3°; mean vapour pressure, 0·325 in: 

NOTES ON THE WEATHER FOR 00TOBER, 1934. 

General.-With the exception of the first two days October was very mild and equable. There was much less wrsterly 
wind than usual at this time of year. Conditions are rather dry in the eastern portions of the North Island, but in Nelson, 
Marlborough, and Canterbury the subsoil is thoroughly soaked for the first time during the last four to five years. Over the 
rest of the country, though rainfall has been on the light side so far this year, there is no acute shortage. On the whole, 
October was one of the best spring months we have had. There has been a wonderful flush of growth in grass and vegetation 
generally, and the countryside has never looked greener. Stock are in good condition, although in some districts lambs have 
not thriven as well as might be expected. The prospects for fruit and other crops are very good. Some trou hie has been 
experienced in parts of Canterbury and Marlborough from excessive moisture. 

RainJall.-ln Taranaki, western Wellington, Nelson, Marlborough, and Canterbury, rains were, in general, much above 
the average, though there were a few exceptions. Wellington City and much of Marlborough had double the normal total. 
In Westland the falls were for·the most part about average. The remainder of the country received much less than is usual 
in October. 

Temperatures.-Mter the 2nd the month was a very mild one with no prolonged or severe spell of cold southerly wind. 
Nevertheless, mean temperatures were almost everywhere below normal. The departures were fairly large on the east coast 
but very sm.all on the west. 

Sunshine.-As regards sunshine, conditions were very irregular. Considerable departures from the average were recorded 
at numbers of places, but excesses and deficits appear to be about equally mixed. Lake Tekapo had 246·5, Napier 226·1, 
Tauranga 215·5, and Blenheim 211·7 hours. 


