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On the 18th an anticyclone which had passed over New Zealand became very intense to the east, the barometer at
Chatham Island reading 30-58 in. at 9 a.m. At the same time an equally intense anticyclone had formed over eastern
Australia, Hobart reporting a pressure of 30-63 in. Between the two was a trough of relatively low pressure. Though this
was only shallow, the conditions favoured its remaining stationary and deepening in its northern portion. This is what
actually happened. A centre of low pressure formed westward of Cape Maria van Diemen and gradually deepened. North-
easterly gales arose in the far North and prevailed in some parts of the North Island until the 20th. Very heavy rains fell
in the North, and by the 20th the area of precipitation had covered practically the whole of the Dominion. Thereafter the
storm gradually died out.

On the 27th a much deeper trough of low pressure than had been experienced for a considerable time began to approach
the Dominion from the Tasman Sea. On that day strong northerly winds blew, and western districts of the South Island
had heavy rain. On the 28th the depression crossed the country and a southerly change advanced over the South Island.
At this time pressure had become very high at Hobart so that the invasion of cold air from the south was a very vigorous
one. Snow commenced in the South that day, and hailstorms, also, were numerous. These conditions of southerly gales and
intermittent heavy rains with widespread snow and hailstorms continued into July. Thunderstorms also occurred in many
places. For a week on end pressure remained very low to the south and east of New Zealand and high over Tasmania.

On the 25th a small tornado occurred near Opotiki.

EDWARD KIDSON, Director.
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