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Pressure Systems.—As regards the type of weather experienced, the month may be divided into three distinct periods.
During the first, conditions were similar to those which prevailed during the greater part of April, pressure being continuously
high over Australia. From the 3rd to the 6th the weather was unsettled while a complex westerly depression moved across
the Tasman Sea and southern New Zealand. The main portion passed on the 5th, and from then on south-westerly winds
predominated in most districts. By the 7th barometers had hecome very high in eastern Australia and the south-westerlies
thoroughly established in New Zealand. They continued without intermission until the 12th. Throughout this period cold,
squally, and showery weather was experienced, especially in districts with a westerly aspect. The 8th was a particularly
unpleasant day. South-westerly or southerly gales and hailstorms occurred at many places, while snow fell on the high levels
of the South Island. On the 6th and 7th, also, there were heavy snowfalls on the ranges. Eastern districts did not fare so
badly during this first part of the month, being protected by the ranges from much of the bad weather.

On the 13th an anticyclone passed from Australia on to the north Tasman Sea, and a fresh type of weather was intro-
duced. From the 14th till the 18th westerlies prevailed. Western and far southern districts again recorded heavy rains.
In Southland rivers were high for much of the first half of the month, and some local flooding occurred.

The third type of weather began to set in on the 19th, and still held at the end of the month. Winds at most places
developed an easterly component. A series of cyclones developed in the Tasman Sea and passed slowly across the Dominion.
From the 20th onwards dull and misty weather was practically continuous. Rain was widespread on most days, and the dry
spell experienced for so long in many eastern districts was finally broken. A deep cyclone which passed by the northern
extremity of the Dominion on the 25th caused very heavy rain east of the main range in the North Island between the 25th
and the 28th. Severe floods occurred in the Poverty Bay and Hawke’s Bay Districts, and the Manawatu River also over-
flowed its banks. At Gisborne 5-63 inches of rain fell on the 26th, the heaviest fall in twenty-four hours yet recorded there.

From the 28th onward the heaviest rains occurred farther southward, and the sntuatlon in Hawke’s Bay, which had

become alarming, was gradually relieved.
EDWARD KIDSON, Director.
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