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A second deep cyclone developed in the New Hebrides on the 6th, and by the 12th was centred east of Norfolk Island.
H.M.S. “ Diomede ” experienced severe weather while passing through it on the way to the Tonga Islands. On the
following day, again at the critical stage for New Zealand, it commenced to fill up rapidly, and by the 14th had petered out.
It thercfore affected only the northern and north-castern portions of the North Island.

During the 8th and 9th widespread rain was caused by a double westerly depression. The falls were very heavy in the
North lsland, and many thunderstorms were reported.

The outstanding feature of the month, however, was a very intense anticyclone which covered the whole of Australia,
practically continuously, from the 12th to the 26th. Anticyclones of this type are not unusual in the autumn, but seldom
occur so early as this. The consequence of this high pressure to the westward was that New Zealand experienced a severe
spell of westerly weather. ¥rom the 14th to the 27th there was scarcely a day without strong and squally winds from a westerly
quarter. They were especially boisterous in the ranges, the night of the 18th to 19th and the 23rd being the roughest
periods. On the 23rd a very deep depression crossed the Dominion, and the strong southerly winds which followed it brought
a severe cold snap. On this day and the next there was heavy snow in the ranges, and many places experienced hail showers.
The whole period was a very wet one for districts with a westerly aspect.

Thunderstorms occurred in some part of the country on the 18th, 19th, and 21st to 23rd. A small tornado was reported
from near Opotiki on the 22nd.

From the 28th to the 30th finer weather was experienced.

EDWARD KIDSON, Director.

CLIMATOLOGICAL TABLE.

MEgaNs AND ToTaALS FROM CHIEF STATIONS.
April, 1933.
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