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Exten"ion to New Zealand of Convention between the United 
Kingdom nnd P%,nd respecting Legal Proceedings in Oiril 
and Commercial ]tIallers. 

Department of .Justice, 
. Welling·ton, 24th January, 1933. 

I T;" hereby notified for general information that the 
Convention between the Unit.ed Kingdom and Poland. 

regarding Legal Proceedinp;s in Civil and Commercial Matters, 
signed at 'Varsaw on the 26th day of August, UJ31, and in 
respect of whieh ratifications were exchanged at I~olldon on 
the 31st day of May, 1932, has heen extended to the Dominion 
of New Zealand pnrsuant to the provisions of Article 17 of 
the said convention, "" from the gth da,y of Decembcr, 1932_ 

The authority to which reqnests for sen-ice or for the takinp; 
of evidence are to be tranf.!mitted is the Hllprcme Court of 
New Zealand, and communications ,hould he addresse(l to 
the Registrar of the /:ill preme Court at Wellington in the 
English language_ 

The text of the said COllvention is set out hereunder. 

JOHN G. COBBE, 2I.lini;'ter of Justice. 

CONVENTlOX_ 

HIS l\1ajesty the King of Great Britain, lrclaIH], am] the ]31'iti,,11 
Dmninions beyonrl the Seas, Emperor of India, and 1,ht· 
President of the Polish Republic, boing desirous to render 
mutual assistance in the conduct of legal proeet'dings in eiyil 
and commercial matters which Me being dealt with or which 
it is anticipated may be dealt with by tlieir respective judicial 
authorities, have resolved to conclude a Convention for this 
purpose and have appointed as their Plenipotentiaries:-

His JYIajosty tho King of Great Britain, Ireland, and the 
British Dominions beyond the Seal, Emperor of lndia-

For Great Britain and Northern Ireland: 
The Right Honourable Sir William Forbes Erskine, 

G.C.M.G_, M.V.O., His Majesty's Ambassador Extra
ordinary and Plenipotentiary to tho Polish Repnblie; 
and 

The President of the Polish Hepublic : 
M_ Auguste Zaleski, :alinister for Foreign Affairs for the 

Polish Hepublic ; 
M. Stefan Sieczkowski, Under-Secretary of State to the 

Ministry of ,Justice for the Polish Republic; 

Who, having communicated their full powers, found in good 
and due form, have "greed as follows :-

1. -~l'RELIMIN AR Y. 

Article 1. 

(0) This Convention applies only to civil and commercial 
matters including non-contentious matters_ 

(b) In this Convention the words-

(I) "Territory of one (or of the other) High Contracting 
Party" shall he interpreted (n) in relation to His 
Majesty the King of Great Britain, Ireland, and the 
British Dominions heyond the Seas, Emperor of 
India, as meaning at any time England and Wales 
and all territories in respect of which the Convention 
is in force by rea!)on of extcnl·dons under Artiele 15 
or accessions under Article 17; (b) in relation to 
the President of the Polish Republic as meaning at 
any time, without prejudice to the prO\isions of 
Article 16, Poland; 

(2) "Persons" shall be deemed to mean individuals and 
artificial persons; 

(3) "Artificial perilons " shall be deemed to include partner
ships, companies, societieR, and other corporations; 

(4) "Subjects or citizens of a High Contracting Party" 
shall be deemed to include artiiicial 1'eroone con
stituted or incorporated under the laws of the 
territory of such High Contracting Party; 

(5) .. Subjecto of one (or of the oth~r) High COlltl'aeting 
Partv" shall be deemed (a) in relation to His Majesty 
to mean all subjects of His Majesty wherever 
domiciled, and all persons under His protection; 
(b) in relation to the President of the Polish Hepublic 
to mean, without prejudice to the provisiono of 
Article 16, all Polish citizens; 

(0) "Consular Officer" shall be deemed to include diplomatic 
officer. 

II.-,SERvICE OF JUlHOIAL AND EX'fRA-JUlHClAL 
DOCUMEN'fS. 

Article 2, 

(n) ""hen judicial or extra-judicial documcnts drawn up in 
the territory of one of the High Contracting P",ties are 
required hy a judicial authority situated therein to be served 
on persons in the territory of the other High Contracting 

Party, sneh documents may be served on the recipient, 
whatever his nationality, hy any of the methods provided 
in Articles :3 "nd 4_ 

(b) In Part II of this Convention, the expreoHion " cuuntry 
of origin" means the eountry from which the documents to 
be served emanate, and the exprcHsion " ('(HmtJ'Y of execution" 
meaIlH the country in which service of documents is tD be 
effcded. 

A r/£c/e 3. 

(11) A request for service shall be addressed and sent by a 
Consular Officer acting for the country of origin to the com
petent authority of the country of exceution, requesting such 
authority to causc the document in question to be served. 

(b) The request for service shall be drawn up in the language 
of the country of execution and shall state the names and 
deseriptions of the parties, t.he name, description, and address 
of t,110 reeipient, and the nature of the document to be served, 
al"] shall encluse the document to be served in duplicate. 
Where the document is of considerable length, a duplicate of 
the material parts suflicient to identify it will be accepted. 

(c) The document to be s0l'ved shall either be drawn up in 
the languagc of the country of execution, or be aecompanied 
by a translation into such language. Suell translation shall 
be ('crtifled as concct by a Consular OHiccr acting for the 
eouutry of origin or an ufficial 01' sworn tram:ilator of one of 
the two countrie~ eOIlcel'ned. 

(d) l'tequests for service shall be addressed and sent ;-

In England, to the Senior Master of the Supreme Conrt of 
.J udicature : 

In Poland, to the .iliinistrv of Jnstice in Wareaw. 
If the authority to whom a request for serviee has been sent 

iH not competent to exeeute it" such authority shall (except 
in Caf4eR where execution iR refused in accordanee wit,h 
pamgraph (f) of this Artiele) of his own motion forward 
the request to the competent "uthority of the country of 
execution. 

(e) Service shall be cf'leded by the competent anthority 
of the country of execution, who shall serve the document in 
the manner prescrihed by the municipal law of such country 
for the SCl'yiee of Riluilar documents, except that, if a wish 
for some I:lpecial manner of Hervice is expressed in the request 
for ~crvice, such manner of Kervice shall be followed in so far 
as it is not incompatible with the law of that country. 

(f) The execution of a request for service. duly made in 
accordance wit,h the preceding provisions of this Article, shall 
not be refuse,l unless (1) the authenticity of the request for 
Rervice is not established, or (2) the High Contracting Party 
in wbose territory it is to be executed considers that his 
sovereignty or safety would he compromised thereby_ 

(g) In every instance where a request for service is not 
executed by the authority to whom it has been sent, j,he l"tter 
will at once inform the Consular Officer by whom the request 
was sent, stating the ground on which the execution of the 
req uest has been refused or the competent authority to whom 
it has been forwarded. 

(h) The authority by whom the request for service is 
executed shall furnish a certificate proving the service or 
explaining the reason which has prevented such service, and 
sotting forth the fact, the manner, and the dute of such service 
or attempted service, and shall send the said certificate to the 
COll.o..:ular Officer by whom the request fur service was :-;ent. 
The certificatc of service or of attempted sen-ice shall be 
placed on one of the duplicates or attached thereto. 

Art'icle. 4. 
((I) Service may be eHected, without any request to or 

interveution of the authorities of the country of execution, 
by any of the following methods ;._-

(1) By a Commlar Officcr act,ing for the country 01 origin; 
(2) By an agont appointed for the purpose either by the 

judicial authority of the country of origin or by the 
party on whose application the (loeument was 
issued; 

(3) Through the post; or 
(4) By any other method of service which is not illegal, 

under the law existing at the time of service, in the 
country of execution. 

(b) All documents oerved in the mannel' provided in (1) 
of the preceding paragraph shall, unlesil the recipient is a 
subject or citizen of the High Contracting Party from whose 
territory the document to be served emanates, either be 
drawn up in the language of the country of execution or be 
accomp"nied by a, translation into such language, certified 
as correct as prescribed. in Article 3 (c)_ 

(c) The High Contracting Part,ics agree that in principle it 
is also desirable that the proyisions of paragraph (b) of this 
Article should apply to documents served in the manner 
proviued in (2), (:l), and (4) of paragraph (a) of this Article. 


