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Pressure Systems.—A series of westerly depressions, six in all, crossed the Dominion during the month. The same type
of weather was maintained throughout until the last two days when disturbances in the Pacific Island region caused & break in
the succession of westerlies. Pressure remained high to the west and low to the east of New Zealand, and strong, cold,
southerly winds persisted. None of the westerly depressions referred to was particularly noteworthy, though a distressing
feature was that they generally brought unsettled conditions during the week-ends. Rains were widespread on the night
of the 5th to 6th as one of these depressions passed. Many heavy falls were recorded in districts with a westerly aspect. On
the 8th, in association with a fast-moving depression, a good deal of rain was again experienced in western districts.” This
was one of the occasions, too, when heavy local rains occurred in Canterbury. Thunderstorms were experienced from North
Otago to Wellington and even at a few places farther north. The 26th saw another and even more violent visitation of the
same nature. Thunderstorms were particularly violent in South Canterbury, a house being struck at Temuka and several
persons receiving mild shocks. Some very severe hailstorms occurred in the same district, while violent rains were reported
as far north as Kaikoura. Thunderstorms were, indeed, unusually numerous during the month in Canterbury, being recorded
on the 23rd, 27th, and 19th in addition to the days mentioned.

As already stated, north-westerly gales were experienced on several days. Those of the 23rd and 28th were the most

widespread.
EDWARD KIDSON, Director.
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