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METEOROLOGICAL Observations at Kelburn, Wellington, for the Month of December, 1931. Obse:fvations taken at 
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.. .. 29·984 I 51.0 45·2 60 58'4 42·3 39·9 130·9 SSE 3 .. .. 30·127 55·3 49·8 65 61·0 47;·9 43·0 131·3 SSE 4 .. .. 30·075 59·0 52·8 64 63·8 44'1 37·6 137·0 ESE 2 

.. ,. . 30·057 55·3 51·4 75 58·9 49:2 46·8 133·0 SSE 3 

... .. 30·005 55·8 50·8 69 61·6 '44·2 38'4 135·6 S 3 

.. .. 29·918 60·8 56·4 75 62·1 50'·3 49·0 126·1 S 3 

.. .. 29·685 56·9 55·0 68 62·7 51:·7 51·1 134'0- NW 2 

.. .. 29·772 61·0 56·7 75 63·7 48 .. 2 42·9 131·4 N 3 

.. .. 29·887 58·9 54·2 72 63·1 51·2 43·0 132·9 SSE 2 .. .. 30·092 60·0 54·0 65 66·0 49 .. 3 46·1 128·0 SE 3 .. .. 30·079 5S'4 53·2 69 60.8 54·0 45·1 133·8 NW 4 

.. .. 30·060 57·4 54·2 80 64·3 53;·9 53·0 128-0 Calm .. 

.. .. 30·161 63·6 55·3 56 73·0 49:'1 41·6 135·2. SE 2 .. .. 30·OlD 67·0 59·3 ' 61 74·2 58~·2 55·0 133'71 N 3 

.. .. 29·944 61·8 59·6 I 87 74·2 59·1 58·3 138·2 NNW 4 

.. .. 29·978 59·8 59·0 95 66·0 58'·1 57·9 lI3·3 NW 4 

.. .. 29·844 64·3 62·0 87 68·1 58·0 57·1 120·5 NNW 3 

.. .. 29·829 68·0 65·0 84 74·0 60,2 59·2 135·8 J\'W 4 .. .. 29,687 66·0 61·0 73 70·2 56:'-9 53·2 132·1 !'!W 3 .. .. 29·457 56·2 56·2 100 60·0 55~7 55·7 121·1 S 3 

.. .. 29·754 58·1 52·2 65 68·0 51'1 48·2 129·7 SE 3 .. .. 29·735 60·8 56·9 78 64·8 56'2 55·3 133·1 NW 5 .. .. 29·414 60·2 60·0 93 64·0 57~1 57·0 122·0 !'!W 6 

.. .. 29·722 62·1 53·0 51 67·0 49·2 42·1 134·0 ENE 2 .. .. 29·803 59·5 50·5 49 66·2 52·6 49·2 133·1 J\'W 7 

.. .. 30·007 64·4 55·9 ti5 67·0 52·2 49·6 ]32·6 N I 

.. .. 29·979 59·4 53·6 66 61·8 53'8 49·9 131·2 NNW 6 

.. .. 30·130 58·0 55·2 "82 63·6 54,5 53·0 138·3 S 3 

.. .. 30·048 59·7 55·1 73 64·2 54,5 46·0 133·4 N 5 

.. .. 29·9!l 64·2 56·8 60 71·0 53,4 50·0 139·0 NNE 3 

.. .. 30·004 63·5 56·4 62 69·3 52~6 44·0 139·5 NE I 
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Mean earth temperature at 1 ft., 63'5°; ami at 3ft., 61'Qo, Number of rain days, 10. 
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NOTE.-A fine summer month. Total bright sunshine, 255 hours, 54 per cent. of the possible, which was a good deal 
above the average for. December of 227·5 hours. There were. three sunless days. Rainfall was 5 per cent. below the mean 
of previous years. Temperatures were normal. Hghtning was seen on 1st, 2nd, 19th, and 20th, and thunder was heard 
on the 20th. Mean dew.point at 9 brs., 50.6°; and mean vapour pressure 0·369 in. . 

SUMMARY FOR THE Mo~ OF DECEMBER, 1931. 

General.-December was, generally speaking, a pleasant month, with abuhdant sunshine. There were three. periods 
during which large parts of the country received very beneficial rains. Their value was all the greater owing to the fact that 
they feU in warm weather. Tn many cases,1ndeed, they resembled tropical downpoura, and were associated wi'!;h thunder
sforms. Rain is still badl.v wanted in Hawke's Bay and Poverty Bay, and still more in Canterbury and Central Otago. 
The higher levels are generally in fairly good condition, but the plains are very dry, and feed is scarce. In other parts there 
is ample feed and the prospect.s are favourable. Stock a·re in fair to good condition. _ 

"Rainfall.-Owing to the faot that much of the rain came in heavy downpour8 of a local character, the distribution was 
iriegular. On the whole, however, the more exposed portions of the country tended to have more than the average for 
December, while in the interior and in eastern districts deficitS largely predominated. Nelson Province. experienced a wct 
month, especially the area around Tasman Bay. Nelson City had ll'OD in., the highest total recorded in any single month 
smce-1883. North Auckland and parts of the East Cape dist,ricts also had muoh more than the average. The deficits were 
most serious in Poverty Bay, Hawke's Bay, the Wairarapa, and in Canterbury. In the last-mentioned province the amounts 
were approximately half only of the December normal. ' 

Temperatures.--There were some exceptions, but over most of the Dominion the mean temperature was high for 
December. -

Wind..s.-A considerable amount of northerly wind was experienced, especially in the middle of the month, but since it. ~ 
was generally north rather than north-west, its character was not so unpleasant as usual. In the southern haH of the South 
Island, however. there was a considf'.rable proportion of westerly wind which accentuated the effe~t of the dry w:e.ather. . 

Sunshine.-The number of hours of sunshine recorded was generally high, but was below the average. at Hokitik& .~nd 
pa.rts 'of Canterbury. . " . . . . . 

,:·'Storrn Sy8tenUl.~Most of the rain during t,he month was caused by storms of cyclonic.type. and oocurred during thre~ 
perio~:': : The-first was associated with a cyclone which was deep :when over the Tasman Sea on the 6th, but.w~ch 'decreased . 
in, intensity next day and. moving north-eastwards, crossed the Dominion at its northern extremity. Rain was 'widespread: 
and over the North Island ~ost gell:eral, but the falls }vere. in many cases, light or moderate. On the whole it was rath~r . 
disappoint.ing. 


