2272 THE NEW ZEALAND GAZETTE. [No. 70

of the 1st and 2nd that the only typical strong north-westerly winds occurred, while the southerly winds following it on
the 3rd brought the last touch of real winter weather, snow falling on the high levels and hail on parts of the east coast. In
north-westerly gales on the 2nd some damage was done on the Canterbury Plains, and severe dust storms were experienced.

Another series of westerly depressions passed between the 5th and the 8th, but they were shallow and the winds
accompanying them were not strong. Nevertheless, they brought the heaviest rains experienced during the month to the
west coast of the South Island.

On the 9th a very intense anticyclone advanced across the South Tasman Sea. The centre, as it passed on the 10th,
was just to the south of New Zealand, and barometers at several places read over 30-7 inches. At this time of year one expects
the anticyclones to pass well to the north. The consequence of this departure from normal conditions was that the prevailing
pressure gradient was reversed, there being a fall towards the north instead of a rise. In place of the usual westerlies or
north-westerlies, winds between south and east were experienced. These conditions prevailed with only few and shott
breaks until the end of the month. There is no record of a similar spell of weather in past years. During the period a number
of cyclones formed off the central east coast of Australia. There was much stormy weather on the New South Wales coast,
and vessels crossing the Tasman Sea reported strong easterly winds of unprecedented persistence. In many cases, delays
were occasioned. By the time the cyclones reached New Zealand, most of their energy was expended. The principal ones
passed on the nights of the 15th and 19th respectively, and on the afternoon of the 27th. The last mentioned was the deepest
and its centre crossed the Auckland Peninsula, while the others followed more northerly tracks. Each of them caused
widespread rain. That of the 15th was reponsible for the only really good rain experienced in the eastern portion of the
South Island, Canterbury, particularly, having moderate to heavy rains. In connection with the last one, heavy thunder-
storms occurred in parts of the Auckland Peninsula. There were some particularly sudden downpours, and Ruatangata
experienced a hailstorm in which some of the stones reached an inch in length. This depression caused very persistent and,
in places, heavy rain in Hawke’s Bay, and resulted in some flooding of the low-lying areas near Napier.

EDWARD KIDSON, Director.
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