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a most grateful impression. On the 15th the northerly winds freshened and rain became widespread in western and northern
districts. By the time the depression had passed on the night of the 16th almost general rains had been recorded, with
heavy falls in° many places. This depression had been followed in Australia by an extremely intense anti-cyclone, the
barometer in South Australia approaching 30-8 inches. New South Wales and Victoria suffered a very unusually cold
spell with much snow. These conditions, however, failed to reach New Zealand, the southerly actually experienced being
of only slight severity.

Another rather vigorous westerly depression passed during the 21st to 22nd. Rains were fairly extensive, especially
in western districts and the North Island generally. In the southerly which followed this storm snowfalls were again
fairly widespread. -

The last storm of the month was a double westerly depression, the primary being followed by a secondary. It was
not deep as it crossed the Tasman Sea on the 26th and 27th, but on the latter day a sharp rise of pressure and a change to
southerly winds extended rapidly from Tasmania across the South Tasman Sea to Southern New Zealand. By the morning
of the 28th the southerly invasion had covered the South Island, but appeared to have expended itself. Over the North
Island, however, the northerlies not only continued to blow, but freshened. Throughout the 28th the situation remained
almost unchanged, light southerly winds prevailing to just beyond Wellington, while above them and to the northward
blew a strong northerly current of warm air heavily charged with moisture. As a result, torrential rains occurred in the
southern portion of the Wellington Province and adjacent parts of Cloudy Bay and the Marlborough Sounds, where the
northerly winds were forced to rise over the southerly. On the high levels, and even in the town of Masterton, there
was a fall of snow. On the 29th the southerlies became stronger and extended farther northward, and there were more
heavy rains. Following these rains unusually severe floods occurred in the Wairarapa and Manawatu districts. From
Masterton to Lake Wairarapa it was said to be the severest flood for twenty years, and losses of stock around the lake
were very hea

The weather improved on the 30th, and the 31st was a perfect day with clear sk1es, mild temperatures, and little

wmd
EDWARD KIDSON, Director.
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