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Thunderstorms.-Thunderstorms were unusually frequent and severe, particularly in districts with a westerly aspect. 
Pressure 8ystema.-The first important storm occurred between the 4th and the 7th. This was a cyclonic depression 

which developed in the Tasman Sea, the centre crossing Otago on the 5th. Rain was almost general, and some severe 
thunderstorms were reported. One of these did damage to electric.power lines in North Auckland on the night of the 6th. 
On this same night there were extensive snowfalls on the ranges of both Islands. 

The period from the 15th to the 28th was very disturbed. A series of depressions passed, the majority being of the 
westerly type. Showers or heavy rain were experienced every day in western and far southern districts. Thunder and hail 
storms were also of frequent occurrence. The Manawatu and neighbouring rivers were in flood for several days. Between 
the 16th and 18th some of the Southlaud rivers al80 were flooded. The heaviest and most widespread rain occurred on the 
16th and 17th, when a cyclone again crossed Otago. Small tornadoes were experienced respectively at Whakatane on the 
night of the 16th and at Marton on the evening of the 25th. In both cases several buildings were wrecked. Eastern 
districts did not fare badly during the greater part of this time, but on the 28th a strong southerly set in, and a bitterly cold 
day was experienced throughout the country. Precipitation was almost general. Snow fell on the high levels of both 
Islands; and reached the low levels, but only in small quantities, in eastern and southern parts of the South Island. During 
the period here referred to barometers remained unusually low. On the 17th many places recorded pressures below 29 in. 
From the 29th the weather began to improve. 
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