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Government Meteorological Observatory.

ETEOROLOGICAL Observations at Kelburn, Wellington, for the Month of March, 1932. Observations taken at

9 a.m,
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1 30:122 | 63-0 | 57-2 | 68 | 67-4  48-0 | 39-9 |125-8 | N 2| 130 ! ..o 1240 b
2 30-156 | 60-0  56-1 | 77 | 67-0|51-2 | 43-8 |134-5 | NE 1 83 | 83 bz
3 30-251 | 64-1 1 59-0 | 72 | 70-0 | 52-3 | 48-1 |128-0 E 1, 69 | 8-3 bez
4 30-166 | 58-7 1 53-9 | Tl | 64-1 | 55-9 | 54-2 [135:0 | N 4 199 ! 53 c
5 30-170 | 63-0 | 57-3 | 69 | 68-8 | 56-0 | 54-1 [140-2 |[NNW: & 3 299 471 b
6 30-308 | 58-2 ‘ 55-3 | 82 | 62-6 ;53-8 | 51-1 |128-0 | SSE | 3 | 169 291 o
7 30-355 | 56-8 | 53-9 | 82 | 63-7|53-8|52-1(133-8! SSE | 3 265 .. 7-2 o
8 . 130-301 | 60-4 | 54-9 | 68 | 690 ' 53-4 | 48-2 (135:3 | SSE | 2| 193 .. 8-3 ¢
9 .. .. 130-143 | 580 | 56-2 | 89 | 60-9 § 54-3 | 48-2 |{118-9 | SE 3| 146 .. 4-0 o
10 .. .. 180177 | 600 | 54-6 | 69 | 60-9 52-6 | 49-3 |130-3 | SSE | 3 | 258 .. 83, b
11 .. .. 130-289 | 555 | 50-2 | 67 595 51-1|49-5(124-2 | SSE | 3 | 238 .. 8-7 [
12 .. .. 130-032 | 55-4 | 51-9 i 63-0 | 44-9 | 38-7 [130-0 | NNE | 2 117 .. 1-4 o
13 .. .. 129878 | 62-1 | 58-7 | 81 | 66:0 | 536 | 540 [120-1 | NE 1| 167 .. 3-1 c
14 .. .. 1 80:032|63-0 581 | 73 |67-0!54-1|51-8[144-9 | SSE | 2| 125 2 10-3 bo
15 .. .. | 30-089 | 58-0 | 56-2 | 89 | 640  54-7 | 51-9 (131-1 | SSE | 2 72 .. 8-3 o
16 .. .. 1 80-112 | 59-2 | 56-3 | 83 | 67-2 50-0|41-9 [133-1 N 1 173 .. 72, ¢
17 .. .. | 29-926 | 58-8 | 57-5 | 91 | 62-3 | 57-0 | 55-1 |118-1 NNW 5| 369 |Trace, 0:0; oq
18 .. .. 1 80-187 | 58-9 | 56:0 | 83 | 66-7 54-3 | 53-0 |{140-0 | SSE | 2 | 243 .. 20 ¢
19 .. .. 1 80-173 | 59-3 | 574 | 89 | 68-2 52-1|49-4 1320 Calm | .. 38 4-2 i o
20 .. .. 180-168 | 64-0 | 57-9 67 69:4 | 54-4 | 50-2 (134-2 | E 1 60 10-4 | b
21 .. .. | 30-181 | 67-1 | 62-0 | 74 | 71-2  55-0 ' 49-1 [124-4 | Calm | .. 53 3-1 o
22 .. .. | 30-203 | 63-8 | 57-1 | 64 | 68-0 | 58-2  53-1 |127-1 'NNW 4| 162 8-2 be
23 .. .. [ 29-752 | 64-1 | 585 | 69 | 73-5 | 54-7149-1(128-0 | Calm | .. 139 6 13 oz
24 .. .. 1 29-681 | 61-3 |59-6 90 | 63-8  58-1 | 56-0 |123-1 NNW | 6 | 442 18 | 3-9 | oipq
25 .. .. 130-292 | 52-7 | 49-4 | 78 | 56-2 | 50-6 | 49-3 |116-2 | SSE 5 268 | 3-8 o
26 .. .. | 30427 | 53-8 | 48-4 | 65 | 58-4 | 48-1 | 436 |123-6 | S 3| 184 8 4-2 o
27 .. .. | 30-451 | 52-4 | 50-6 | 87 | 58-9 | 48-2 | 47-1 |125:0 | S 4| 208 1| 42| omp
28 .. .. | 30-483 | 57-4 | 52-1 | 67 | 60-4 | 50-0 | 47-0 |126-0 | SSE | 3| 195 .. 68! ¢
29 .. .. | 30-514 | 56-7 | 51-1 65 63-4 | 47-0 | 40-8 |123-0 i E 1 124 .. 11-0 i b
30 .. .. | 30-431 | 57-0 | 52-7 73 66-8 , 44-0 | 34-6 [121-7 | NE 1 50 .. 10-7 b
31 .. .. 130-301 | 61-2 | 56-3 | 72 | 65-9 ‘ 49-3 | 46-1 [125-2 (NNW| 2| 175 .. | 96 ’ ¢
Means, &c. .. | 30-186 | 59:5 | 55-4 | 76 | 65-0 i 52-3 | 48-4 |128-4 ‘ ‘ 2-4/ 171 35 i191-7 |
Mean earth temperature at 1 ft., 62:7°; and at 3 ft., 62:2°. Number of rain days, 5.
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Nore—A fine dry autumn month, with light south and south-easterly winds prevailing. Precipitation, which was
89 per cent. below the mean, was the lowest recorded for March since 1911. Total bright sunshine, 191-7 hours, 50 per cent.
of the possible, and one sunless day. Lightning was seen on the 10th. Mean dew-point at 9 hrs., 51-8°; and mean vapour
pressure, 0-384 in.

SuMMARY FOrR THE MoNTH or MARcH, 1932.

General.—March was remarkable for the very dry weather experienced over the greater part of the Dominion and for
the prevalence of southerly or south-easterly winds. Though temperatures were, on the average, rather below normal, the
coolness was mitigated by a comparative absence of wind. Many days were beautifully warm.

Rainfall—Several heavy rains were experienced in the Auckland Peninsula, especially the northern portion. The totals
for the month exceeded the average in all parts, but in the far North were more than double. The districts east of the main
range from Hawke’s Bay to East Cape also had a continuance of the wet conditions prevailing in February, and the total
falls were considerably above the average. The only other area which recorded more than the normal for March was
that about Dunedin. In the remainder of the Dominion the rainfall was generally much below average. In the southern
half of Taranaki, and in the Wellington, Marlborough, and Canterbury Provinces, very light falls were recorded. For example,
Eltham had only 0-07 in., Foxton 0-61 in., Wellington 0-35 in., Spring Creck, Blenheim 0-24 in., and Christchurch 0-48 in.

Temperatures.—Though, as would be expected with southerly winds prevailing, most places had temperatures rather
below the average for March, this was by no means invariably the case. In some localities, especially those protected from the
direct effect of south-easterly winds, a warm month was experienced.

Sunshine.—As regards sunshine, conditions varied somewhat, but at the majority of places there was less than normal.

Winds.—There were strong south-easterly to north-easterly winds about Cook Strait and over the North Island between
the 6th and the 10th, some rather heavy gales being reported from the North, but, on the whole, winds were unusually light
during the month.

Weather Systems.—The outstanding feature of the weather charts during the month was the prevalence of anticyclones
over New Zealand. This was particularly noticeable at the beginning and the end of the month. Generally, the centre of
high pressure was in the south, and this accounted for the frequency of south-easterly winds. The usual westerly depressions
were few in number and very poorly developed.

From the 6th to the 9th, while pressure was very high to the south and south-east, a depression moved from far to the
north of New Zealand in a south-south-easterly direction, past Chatham Island. Heavy rains occurred in North Auckland,
and between Hawke’s Bay and East Cape, many rivers being flooded.



