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Government Meleorological Observatory.

ETEOROLOGICAL Observations at Kelburn, Wellington, for the Month of February, 1932. Observations taken at

9 a.m,
Altitude of Observatory, 415 ft.
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13 20-888 | 59-1 ¢ 52-4( 61 | 64-0 | 53-0 | 50-1 (137-0 | NW 6| 349 1| 6-7 [
2 20-903 | 58-3 t 57-7T | 96 i 61-8 | 55-9| 55-2 | 08-3 ) NW 4 406 5] 0-0| omd
3 29-757 | 61-8 | 580 | 78 i 65-6| 57-8 57-1 |116-6 N 5| 360 20( 0-0 o
4 29-773 | 65-2 | 57-0| 62 | 68-8 1 54-51 50-0 128-2 |NNW| 2| 322 13-0 liz
5 30-017 | 64-4 | 57-0| €60 ; 65-01! 51-0} 43-7 [128-3 | SSE 31 124 10-5 cz
6 30-001 | 56-8 [ 62-2 | 71 | 61-0452-91! 52-0 [134-6 | SSE 3| 186 7.9 o
7 30-032 | 60-8 | 55-2 | 68 | 72-4 | 49-4 | 42-9 |137-8 E 1 152 11-5 c
3 30-277 | 53-5 | 50-3 | 79 | 54-9 | 52-0; 51-2 ) 84-2 ) SE 5| 206 .. 0-0 o
] 30-139 | 54-3 [ 49-7 | 70 | 56-8 | 52-1 | 50-2 [102-1 { 8E 5| 386 67( 0-3 o
10 29-876 | 52-6 | 52°6 | 100 { 53-2 [ 51-0 [ 51-0 | 75-8 { SE 6| 381 235 | 0-0 org
11 .. .. | 20-834 | 51-1 | 51-1 [ 100 | 52.3 | 49-8| 48-9 | 72-0| SE | ¢ | 485 30| 0-0 orq
12 e .. | 29-058 | 52-3 [ 49-0( 77_161-2|49-1: 49-0 |117-0 | SE 4| 407 .. 1-3 o
13 .. | 29-916 | 61-2 [ 54-6 63 | 60-0 | 48-3 | 44-1 |128-0, BSE| 3| 213 12-1 be
14 29-940 | 68-6 | 621 68 | 72:2 | 56-5 | 500 |136-0 E 3 T4 12-7 b
15 29-903 | 68-4 | 62-4 | 6% | 76-8 | 56-0 | 48.0 (1391 | Calm | .. 79 11-3 bz
16 28-786 [ 58-4 | 57-8 | 96 | 65-5 | 56-4 | 57-1 {123-7 | NW 3{ 118 0-6 ofe
17 29-736 | 65-5 | 61-8 | 81 70-7 | 58-0 | 87-1 {137-9 | NW 4| 312 5| 10-6 be
18 s .. | 20-866 | 62-5 | 60-1 87 | 642 | 58-0 | 56-8 | 95-5 [NNW| 1 151 23 0-0 [
19 .- .. | 29-838 | 60-8 [ 59-8( 94 | 69:0 | 56-2 | 54-2 [124-7 | SSE 1 54 Gi 0-8 5]
20 e .. | 20-579 | 68-0 [ 62-9| T4 | 68-5 | 50-0 | 58-0 | 99-4 E 2 54 195 ] 0-0 o
21 .. . | 29-555 | 59-8 | 59-8 [ 1C0 | 60-9 | 55-7 | 55-4 | 934 | SSE 1 177 171 0-0 or
22 .. .. | 29-611 ¢ 56-0 [ 56-0 1 100 | 62-8 | 54-4 | 53-3 [122.2 5 3| 295 15{ 0-0 or
23 . .. | 29-856 { 62-0 | 57-1 73 | 65-3 | 54-9 | 52-2 1132-3 | SSE 2| 254 i 6.7 o
24 .. .o | 29-820 ¢ 60-7 | 57-3 1 80 | 64-4 | 56-1 | 56-0 ;123-9 N 4| 178 73| 3-9 [
25 .. o | 29-777 1 554 | 55-2 1 99 | 65-7 | 54-0 | 54-7 {131-2 | SSE 3| 276 . 5.7 o
26 .. .. | 29-803 | 62-9 | 55-3 1 59 | 67-4 | 52-D | 46-4 {126-1 | NW 3| 163 12-6 b
27 . .. | 29-844 5 61-7 | H6-7 ¢ 72 | 70-0 | 53-3 | 47-1 {129-9 N 1 178 $-9 o
28 .. .. | 29-936 | 64-8 | 60-0 ] 74 | 69-6 | 55-9] 51-0 131-1 [NNE| 1 207 5.9 c
29 .. o | 29-848 + 64-7 | GO-0 ¢y 75 | 72-0 | 59-0 | 57-1 |138-2 | NW 3| 320 8-7 c

Means, &c. .. | 29-864 | 60-4 | 56-7 ] 78 | 65-2 | 54-2 | 51-8 [118-8 3 237 671 |151-5

Mean earth temperatuze at 1 ft., 63-0° ; and at 3 ft., 61-8°. Number of rain days, 13.
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Nore.—On the whole a c¢ool and cloudy month with precipitation 151 per cent. above the average. Total bright
sunshine 151-5 hours, 39 per cent. of the possible, and nine sunless days. Lightning was seen on the 1st, 5th, and 15th,
and fog was in evidence on the 19th. Mean dew-point at § hours, 53-5° ; and mean vapour pressure, 0-410 in,

SUuMMARY ToR THE MoxTHE OF FEBRUARY, 1032,

Cencral.—The wenther of February was remarkable for the complete break in the drought which had prevailed in many
districts during the preceding months. Af the end of the first week, owing to a prolonged period of deficient rainfall, the
situation was critical in parts of Hawke’s Bay, Poverty Bay, and Canterbury, and only less serious in the Wairarapa, the
Manawatu, and the Marlborough districts. But the Dominion once more showed the excellence and reliabilify of its climate
when, during the following fortnight, two spells of heavy rain oceurred. In' the first the area principally affected was in the
eastorn portion of the North Island from Cook Strait to East Cape. Where there had heen drought in that area it was
fully relieved, the falls being particularly heavy from Hawke's Bay northwards, The second rainy spell was between the
17th and 22nd. On this occasion the whole country benefited, heavy falls being practically universal. The drought was
now broken in Canterbury, Marlborough, and the Manawatu, and the whole aspect of the season was changed.

The rain was too late to save wheat crops, or even to fill out the grain. On the other hand, it did some damage to standing
and stooked crops. Some tarnip crops also had to be resown, and in places grass-seed which had germinated had already been
killed by the drought. But abundance of winter feed is now assured, and there has been a vigorous growth of grass. Stock
are in good condition, and milk yields have improved again.

Rainfall—The amonnt of rain for the Dominion as & whole was very heavy, and must have approximated 50 per cent.
above the averago. In eastern districts between Oamaru and Timaru, from Wellington to East Cape, and about Auckland
and the Coromandel Peninsula many stations recorded more than double the average for February, and some three or four
times that amount. Nevertheless, parts of the Auckland Peninsula, most of Taranaki, and parts of Southland and of the
interior of Otago had less than normal.

Temperatures.—In most places temperatures were below the normal for February, but in the interior the departures were
seldom marked, and some inland parts of the North Island were warmer than usual. ’

Sunshine.—The amount of bright sunshine was much below average. Indeed, in many places, it was the cloudiest
February on record.

Pressure Syslems.—At the beginning of the month there was a continvance of the series of westerly depressions which
had been passing rapidly across the Dominion. -On the 7th, however, a tropical cyclone developed in the neighbourhood of
Fiji. Moving southwards during the next few days, it became very deep and extensive. This storm controlled the weather
in New Zealand until the 15th. Rain commenced on the 7th or Sth, and from then on until the end of the period most of
the North Island, excopt Taranaki and western Wellington, received good rains, with many heavy falls. The heaviest were



