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The 7th was a fine day while an anticyclone was passing to the north of New Zealand. Tressure, however, fell again
next day, and by night-time an intense westerly depression had advanced on to the Dominion with a rapidity almost equal
to that of the cyclone which had recently preceded it. The boisterous north-westerly wind associated with the front of this
disturbance on the 8th caused a considerable amownt of damage in the Canterbury district, blowing down fences, trees, and
telegraph wires, Heavy rain fell in districts with a westerly aspeet, and during the night of the 8th a violent thunderstorm
occurred at Reefton. Electrie-wires were fused and the town was left in darkness, while windows were cracked, the telephone
system was put out of action, and several residents received minor shocks. By the morning of the 9th the depression had
moved to the east of the Dominion, but a slight secondary centre had developed west of Cape Marin van Diemen. The Intter
brought some heavy rain to the Auckland, Bay of Plenty, and Gisborne districts, Marumoko recording as much as 497 points
for the twenty-four honrs wp to 9 a.m. on the 10th. A tornado passed in the vicinity of the Stratford Mountain House
during the night of the 9th, but its damaging effect was confined to a plantation of trees. On the night of the 10th the
secondary centre crossed the Auckland Peninsula, and the wind, which on the 9th had become southerly in the south of
Cook Strait, blew strongly everywhere from that quarter, with exiremely cold temperatures. .

During the night of the 15th a cyclone developed off the Canterbury ecoast, and this district received o drenching south-
wosterly rain which continued until the afternoon of the following day. There was some minor fleoding in the low-lying
portions of the city, and the south-westerly gale was responsible for damage to early vegetable crops, but, on the other
hand, the rain was beneficial to the farming community of Canterbury. Strong south-westerly winds prevailed generally
on the 16th, but by the 17th they had decreased nearly everywhere in force.

After the fine spell already teferred to between the 17th and 21st conditions changed for the worse again, and, with the
exception of brief fine intervals on the 24th and 27th, the weather continued unsettled in most districts until the close of
the month.

On the morning of the 26th, Timaru experienced a heavy thunderstorm accompanied by a torrentisl downpour of rain
and hail, associated with the rear of a sharp westerly depression which had crossed the Dominion during the early morning.

B, V. PEMBERTON, Acting-Director.
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