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Govermment Meteorological Observalory.

ETEOROLOGICGAL Observations at Kelburn, Wellington, for the Month of March, 1931.
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NoTE.—A cold, dry, and sunny month, with rainfall at Karori Reservoir, near Kelburn, 82 per cent. below the average.
Total bright sunshine, 198-7 hours, 52 per cent, of the possible, and two sunless days. Mean dew-point, 4949°; and mean
vaqpour pressure, 0-358 in,

SumMary FOrR THE MoNTH oF Marcm, 1931,

General—DMareh was a very dry month practically throughout the country. TFortunately there were comparatively
few strong winds, and most of the rainfall was of o steady nature. These conditions, together with the cool femperatures,
were responsible for the maximum amount of good being derived from such rain ag fell. In most districts further considerable
rains are, nevertheless, required if supplies of winter feed for stock are to be adequate. And the rain must come soon, or
temperatures will be too low fo promote extensive growth of pasture. At present stock are, on the whole, in good condition,
and crops have harvested well. In the greater part of the Hawke’s Bay and Poverty Bay districts, where rain was most .
needed, there were good falls towards the end of the month, and the situation was considerably relisved. In parts of
Sowth Auckland, the Bay of Plenty, Taraneki, Manawatu, and Wairarapa districts stock are feeling the effects of continued
low temperatures and rather scanty feed.

Rainfall.—On the average for the whole Dominion the rainfall was only about half the normal total for March. In
the North Island it was considerably less. The only places where the normal fsll waa approached were Poverty Bay and
parts of the West Coast of the South Island.

Temperature.—Temperntures were everywhere below the average for March. In the North Island the deficit waa
between 2°F. and 3°F., but in the South Island it was considerably less.

Snnshine was rather above the average, so that good harvesting weather was experienced.

Pressure Systems—At the beginning of the month anticyclonic conditions preveiled, and the weather was generally
fine until the 10th. Between tho 10th and the 12th a moderate depression passed, and rain was almost general, thongh only

light to moderate in amount, )

The next depression passed between the 15th and 18th, and again there was widespread, though mainly light, rain.
A slight eyclonic centre developed in this depression and crossed the South Island on the night of the 17th, Thunderstorms
were experienced, Christchurch recording an unusnally severe one.



