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Gotlemment Mt'.teorological Ob.,P.Tvatory. 

METEOROLOG£CAL Observations at KelbuTn, Wellington, for tho Month of February, 
9n.m. , 

1931. Observations taken at. 
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54-61 72 62·9 50·8 II 31-5 125·0 NW 4 I 167 I 8-4 
59-0 I 86 64·6 56·4 55·4 140·8 NW 7 421 . i , 7·5 
57-0 82 67·4 53·5 50·9 131·7 NE 1 510 .. I 10·3 
56·5 70 67·0 54·1 II 52·0 132·8 NW 5 432 .. I 8·2 
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51·0! 72 I' 60·0 .;0-4 I 47-5 125·0 SE 3 220 . . 7·3 
50·9 I 84 59·4 50-2 [ 49·0 137·9 SE 2 200 . . 4·2 
48·0 I 66 158'1 50·2 49·0 131·0 SE 4 167 .. 7·7 
51·0 70 63·5 43·9 i 3il·7 131·9 ENE 1 145 .. 10·5 
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54·7 I 70 72·6 II 46·6 36·6 129·5 Calm . . llO . . I 12·6 
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Gale (force 
8 or more). 

Mean earth temperature at 1 ft., 62.10 
; _add at 3 ft., 61.30
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Number of rain days, 7. 
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NOTE.-A very windy month, with temperatures much below the average. Total bright sunshine, 221·4 hours, 58 per 
cent. of the possible, and no sunless days. Precipitation a.t Karori Reservoir, near Kelburn, was 40 per cent. below the mean 
of previous years. Light hail fell on the 12th and lightning was seen on the 23rd. Mean dew-point, 49.60

; and mean vapour 
pressure, 0·355 in. . 

SUMl'trARY FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1931. 
General.-The principal characteristics of thc weather in February were low temperatures and an unusual amount of 

wind. There were several periods of strong northerly winds, which were followed by spells of southerlies. The latter, 
though not so severe, were unusually persistent for this time of year. Nevertheless, a number of beautifully fine days were 
experienced, and in some respects the month was more summerlike than its predecessors. Rainfall was generally below 
normal in the North Island and Nelson, and above it over the remainder of the South Island. The cold weather and some 
very dry spells at critical periods have had an adverse effect on wheat crops and the growth of vegetation, generally, has 
been retarded. Except in the Hawke's Bay and Gisborne districts, however, pastures are in fair condition and stock are 
doing well. 

Rainfall.-The total falls were much below average in the northern and eastern pa·rts of the North Island. In Taranaki 
the deficits were less marked. and a few places had more than the normal. In the South Island the Nelson Province generally 
had less than the average, but heavy rains on the 22nd considerably relieved the situation. Hokitika. and parts of North 
Canterbury also had rather less than the average. Elsewhere there was an excess, and the southern half of the South Isla.nd 
experienced a very wet month. 

Tempera!ure8.-As already stated, the month was unusually cool. Temperatures were much below normal in all parts 
of the Dominion. In some places it was the coldest February on record. Numbers of places experienced one or more frosts. 

Pre8sure Systems.-From the 1st to the 3rd a series of west-erly depressions passed. Northerly gales blew in places on 
the 2nd. In Cook Strait some high velocities were reached. Heavy rain fell on the West Coast of the South Island, Haribari 
experiencing a V6ry heavy flood. 

A southerly spell followed, and an anticyclone moved slowly across the Dominion. From the 6th to the lOth the 
weather was mostly fine, though still rather cool. 

Another westerly depression passed rapidly during the night of the 11th, and was followed by strong southerlies and 
very cold and showery weather. Heavy rain fell In eastern districts of the South Island on t.he 12th, and the ranges received 
a fall of snow. On the 13th there were widespread thunder and hail storms, which were particularly severe in the southern 
half of the Auckland Province. 


