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Storms and Pressure Systems.—At the beginning of the month, a deep depression was located to the east of the Dominion,
and strong southerly winds and very cold temperatures prevailed during the first three days. A series of depressions of the
westerly type followed. These caused squally and showery weather in western districts, more especially of the South
Island, where the rain was heavy. Hail storms were rather frequent.

On the 13th a deep cyclonic depression developed at the eastern entrance to Bass Strait, and, moving eastwards, crossed
North Auckland on the 15th. A secondary followed it on the 16th. Heavy rains fell on the 14th or 15th over most of the
North Island.

This depression passed eastwards, but on the 17th commenced to deepen in the neighbourhood of the Chatham Islands.
From the 17th to the 19th strong southerly winds and cold weather prevailed in consequence. The southerlies reached
strong gale force in places and, on the 19th, some damage was done at Christchurch. There was much snow on the higher
levels and thunder and hail in places.

Another spell of westerly weather followed, but pressure remaining low to the east, winds were more frequently from
south of west than north of it. On the 22nd and 23rd very boisterous conditions prevailed. Damage was done by westerly
gales in Taranaki Bight on the 22nd. Further snowfalls occurred on the high levels.

A depression which crossed the Dominion on the 24th developed a cyclone in its northern portion and, on the 25th,
this was centred east of Hawke’s Bay. The west to south winds in its rear were again particularly severe. Rain was
widespread, many heavy falls being experienced. The 25th was the worst day, and considerable damage was done at Auckland
on that day. A large petrol-storage tank partly collapsed under the force of the gale. Snow fell on the ranges. On the
26th there were severe thunderstorms from Auckland northwards, and at Kaitaia a small tornado developed from one of
these.

A vigorous westerly depression crossed the South Island on the 30th and 3lst, causing heavy rain in western districts.

EDWARD KIDSON, Director.
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