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A second cyclone of only slight intensity crossed Otago on the 7th, and was followed by a more vigorous one, the centre
of which moved rapidly across Westland and Canterbury on the 11th. Thereafter until the 18th fine weather, associated
with a well developed high-pressure system, was experienced over most of the country.

During the 19th and 20th a cyclone which had developed suddenly in the south-west Tasman passed through Cook
Strait, where the pressure fell almost to 29-0in. This storm was accompanied by very heavy rains and severe gales,
especially over the North Island. :

The westerly weather already referred to then began to control the situation. From the 24th onwards the pressure
difference between northern and southern places became large. In other words, pressure gradients became steep. Thence-
forward until the end of the month strong winds blew almost continuously from between west and south. In western
districts, especially in the North Island, gale force was experienced for much of the time. The period was remarkable for the
number of tornadoes occurring. The most severe was one which struck the outskirts of Palmerston North at 3.25 p.m. on
the 24th. A number of houses were damaged, trees were uprooted, and telegraph poles levelled. Onaero, north of Waitara,
experienced a less violent tornado on the 26th, and the Rotorua district another on the 27th. These whirls were accom-
panied by severe thunder and hail. Many other places also recorded thunder and hail storms. ‘A number of stock were
killed, and several human beings received shocks, two persons being rendered unconscious.

EDWARD KIDSON, Director.
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