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The hot spell was followed by a period of southerly winds which gradually increased in force and brought lower and lower 
temperatures. An anticyclone was cantredover the Tasman Sea; while pressure fell very low to the eastward. On the after
noon of the 23rd Chatham Island reported a barometer reading of 28·78 inches. The southerly winds began to reach gale 
force in places on the 22nd;but did not attain their .full strength until the night of the 24th and the morning of the 25th. 
Most districts then experienced gales, but from Cook Strait southwards on the east coast, they were except'ionally severe. 
The high winds, accompanied by high tides and a heavy swell caused unusually rough conditions. Shipping was delayed 
and some vessels reported damage. Some of the eastern suburbs of Christchureh were flooded, and the Wellington to Petone 
railway was again undermined in places. Snow fell on the high country on the 231'd and 24th, and severe hailstorms were 
remarkably widespread. By the 25th the weather was extremely cold, some stations even recording frost. 

From the 26th conditions gradually returned to normal. 
The month has been remaTkable for disturbed conditions in the Tropics. In the intedor and north of Australia, 

pressures were most unusually low, monsoonal conditions being strongly developed. . 
Between. the 18th and the 23rd the low-pressure conditions extended across the Pacific to beyond Samoa. At least 

two cyclonic centres develCiped, one near the New Hebrides, which ultimately passed close to Suva where the barometer 
fell to below 28 inches, a,nd the other near Samoa. It is probable that there were two separate centres in the latter. 
Fortunately the damage done was not severe. 

EDWARD KIDS ON, Director. 
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152 AUCKLAND .. 67·1 74'3 60'0 
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.. CAMBRIDGE .. 64'4 75'8 53'1 
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211 MATAMATA .. 64·5 76·8 52·2 
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46 TE ARORA .. 67'6 79'8 55'5 
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2125 KARIOI .. .. 56'6 67'4 45'9 
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A. W. Haruilton 
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