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remained off the east coast until the 15th, when it gradually moved away. Southerly winds set in on the 10th, and continued 
in most districts for the remainder of the spell. Very wet weather prevailed throughout the whole period, especially from 
the 9th to the 14th. On the 9th heavy rain was very general. A very severe hailstorm occurred on the llth in the Napier 
district, and did serious damage to fruit crops and trees on a narrow line extending from Eskdale through Greenmeadows 
to Parkowhai. At some places stones up to an inch and a half in diameter were observed. On the 13th, when the cyclone 
became very intense, southerly gales were experienced at some places, temperatures dropped and snow fell on the mountain 
tops in both Islands. The period was reminiscent of that between the 12th and the 19th of last December when, however, 
the cyclones were centred further eastward. Last year, also, the southerly winds were more severe and temperatures lower. 

A rather intense depression moving from the westwa:rd caused northerly gales in Cook Strait and rain from Taranaki and 
Wellington southwards on the 19th. The second cyclone, which, however, was of only slight intensity, developed in the 
northern portion of this depression on the 20th. 

The third cyclone followed the passage of a southern depression on the 24th. Its centre was in the far northern portion 
of the Tasman Sea, and did not pass away to the eastward until the 29th. This storm was responsible for very wet weather 
during the holiday season. Heavy and general rains were experienced in almost a,ll districts, especially on the 25th or 26th 
and the 28th. Low-pressure waves of the westerly type kept the weather unsettled, especially in the South Island, until 
the end of the month. 

EDWARD KIDS ON, Director. 
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