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Government 1 M etwrological Observawry. . 

METEOROLOGICAL Observations at 
at 9 a.m. 

~ i 1%;] 
Kelburn, Wellington, for the Month]of October, 1928. l,Observations 
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Temperature(° F.) from Observations at 9 a.m. I Wind. 
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30·081 54·8· 51-1 76 56·9 50·0 47·1 121·1 I NNE 6 382 I .. 7-2 
29·758 54·8 51·2 76 58·8 50·2 48·7 124·0 NW 8 585 I .. 4·7 
29·809 55·1 54·8 98 58·2 52·7 51·8 ll5·0 NW 5 539 

I 
.. 0·4 

29·814 56·7 51-a 67 61·0 55·1 51·2 126·0 NW 8 577 62 4.4 
29'687 M·l 53·8 98 58·1 

'30 i 
52·3 124·5 NW 5 583 .. 3•5 

29·824 57·0 52·5 72 58·0 49·2 45·2 122·2 NW 5 343 

I 

10 4•7 
29·540 54·9 54.9 100 67·0 51·0 50·0 131·1 N 8 579 .. 5.4 
29·584 56·0 53.4 83 57-1 53·1 44·2 113·8 NW 9 376 7 0·2 
29·495 56·7 47·2 44 61·3 52·2 47·4 120·7 NW 6 616 31 11-4 
29·176 58·1 56·3 89 61·8 47·2 47·0 121·0 NW 7 516 3 7-7 
29·698 53·0 44.7 46 66·1 46·2 42·0 122·7 SW 5 384 .. 11-4 
29·956 62·9 49·1 74 57·0 45.5 37·0 124·0 NW 5 263 .. M 
29·490 52·0 50·2 88 53·9 51-1 48·1 105·0 NW 8 535 

I 

11 3·6 
29·498 49.4 43.5 58 50·8 40·0 34·6 117·1 w 2 301 .. 6·3 
30·012 50·0 46·1 73 55·8 37·9 30·5 121·9 ENE 1 179 1 9·6 
30·132 55·4 50·8 70 59·7 42·2 38·1 129·1 NE 1 98 .. 9·9 
30·009 53·2 49·1 72 58·7 49•0 45·1 124-1 NW 4 230 3 8·6 
29·862 53·1 50·3 81 65·0 48·0 42·2 130·0 s 1 194 121 1-5 
29·818 47-4 47-1 98 58·1 46·0 46·1 13o-7 SE 1 204 .. 7·2 
29-846 53·7 48·0 63 56·5 46·1 43·3 130·0 NW 5 458 . . 10·4 
29·780 55·6 51·4 74 60·6 47·8 44·2 126·9 NNE 3 468 4 11·3 
29·536 58·9 53·9 70 63·6 54·2 48"0 132·0 WNW 3 224 .. 4·1 
29·707 62·1 57·2 73 67·8 49·3 45·1 131·0 s 1 127 . . 11·2 
29·580 61·0 57·0 77 63·5 52·3 50·2 126·0 NW 5 222 38 2·0 
29·447 54·8 52·2 83 59·1 50·5 49·0 116·0 NNE 2 199 13 0-5 
29·315 51-5 50·8 95 54·0 48·5 48"2 116·0 s 2 104 36 . . 
29·680 52·0 47.7 71 55·6 47·8 44·8 124·7 SE 6 319 .. 8·7 
29·734 55·3 50·3 68 59·3 45·0 39·7 129·0 SE 2 189 1 11-4 
29·622 54·0 52·6 !H 64·0 48·8 44·2 132·0 N l 84 .. 5·6 
29·486 53·2 53·0 99 53.7 51-5 45·2 66·0 s 5 118 55 .. 
29·623 50·0 49·9 99 50·7 48·1 47·4 69·0 SE 7 273 136 .. ----,----------29·697 54·4 51 ·0 78 58·8 48·7. 45· l 120· l . . 4.4 331 532 174·6 

Mean earth temperature at 1 ft. 54·9°; and at 3 ft. 53·6°. Number of rain days, 16. 
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NOTE.-A mild month, with strong north-westerly winds prevailing. Precipitation at Karori Reservoir, near Kelburn, 
was 39 per cent. above the mean. Total bright sunshine, 174·6 hours, 43 per cent. of the possible, and three sunless days. 
Fog was in evidence on the 19th, and thunder and lightning on the 8th. Hail fell on the 8th, 13th, and 14th. Mean dew
point, 47.5°; and mean elastic force of vapour, 0·328 in. 

SUJIIMARY FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER, 1928. 
October was characterized by rains in excess of the average in all parts of the Dominion. In most districts the excess 

was considerable, and, from the agriculturalist's point of view, the position for the coming season is most promising. The 
heavy falls towards the end of the month, especially, were of great value to the East Coast provinces where a dry spell 
had previously been experienced. In parts of the South Island the absence of sunshine following on the cold and dry 
conditions in September prevented any rapid growth of vegetation, but in most districts feed is abundant and in excellent 
condition. Lambing has, on the whole, been very satisfactory. Warm, sunny days in November are now reqnired in order 
to ensure the best returns from the soil. 

Although the rainfall was, on the average; above normal in all districts, there were isolated stations on both east and 
west coasts where slight deficiencies were reported. The gre.atest excesses occurred in the high country of the South Island 
and in Central Otago where some stations had more than double the average. Hanmer Springs recorded 11 ·58 in., compared 
with an average of 3·31 in. Of the North Island provinces, Wellington had the greatest excess, while among individual 
stations Tauranga was outstanding with double its average fall. 

Temperatures were, on the whole, mild, and the few cold spells were of too short a duration to have a serious effect on 
vegetation. A few inland frosts occurred about the middle of the month, one on the 15th doing some damage to early-sown 
crops. . 

For the greater part of the month, unsettled, and _frequently stormy, weather prevailed. Depressions were numerous 
and mainly of the westerly type. During tb.e first ten days the westerly weather was particularly strongly developed, and 
gales from between north and west were of almost daily occurrence. The most violent were on the 5th, 6th, and 8th, and on 
the first two days much damage was done to buildings, fences, and trees in South Canterbury, the wind on the evening of 
the 6th being considered the severest experienced for many years in that district. Heavy rains fell in the ranges of the South 
Isla.nd. High levels were reached by the southern lakes, especially Lake Wakatipu, while many of the rivers were in flood. 
An unusual number of thunderstorms were recorded. In the East Coast districts warm and dry conditions predominated 
during this period. · 


