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Government Meteorological Observatory. 

METEOROLOGICAL Observations at Kelburn, Wellington, for the month of May, 1928. Observations taken at 
9 a.m. 
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29·274 57·4 57·0 98 J 61·31 52·1 50·3 83·9 Calm . . 158 21 . . 1 or 
29·452 60·0 56·7 80 62·7 55·5 56·1 104·0 NNW 6 596 . . 3·5 c 
29·662 59·0 55·0 76 65·2 56·8 53·2 117·7 NW 4 420 . . 7·8 be 
29·796 60-3 53· l 60 61-7 52·2 45·8 104·7 NW 4 253 2·3 c 
29·682 57·4 53·8 77 64·9 54·0 52·8 113·4 SE 1 448 . io I 7·7 b 
29·469 59·4 58-3 93 59·3 54·2 51 · l 95·8 NW 5 442 13 ' . . op 
29·580 51-5 48·0 76 58·2 43·9 39· l 109·0 SW 1 189 . . 9·3 b 
30·112 52·3 45·3 55 58·8 46·0 42·7 108·2 S 3 165 . . 9·0 b 
30·166 56·6 53·8 82 63·9 50·2 46·2 115·0 N 4 145 2 7·5 be 
30·310 55·2 51·0 73 63·9 50·2 43·3 113·7 NE 1 70 . . 7·6 e 
30·332 58·8 55·1 78 62·7 48·3 41·5 f 114·2 N 2 61 1 7·7 c 
30·267 56·7 53·8 82 61·3 51·8 48·0 . 110·0 NNW 5 182 . . 7·3 o 
30·077 61 ·4 55·8 68 63·6 54·4 50·5 108·5 N 6 229 21 3·9 b 
29·522 58·2 56·0 87 63·1 54-1 53·0 97·8 NE 3 200 7 0·5 or 
29·656 58·8 54-1 72 61·3 55·4 51·8 112·2 NW 6 ' 575 33 6·5 be 
29·679 59·1 54·2 , 71 ' 61·9 51·8 50·8 108·8 NW 5 557 . . 8·5 b 
29·904 55·2 51·0 : 73 57·0 49·0 44·5 110·0 SE 2 , 237 6 4·4 be 
29·788 52·0 50·8 92 53·9 I 48·4 45·0 94·2 Calm . . 93 44 . . of 
29·660 52·4 47·0 64 54·8 . 48·2 45·0 112·0 SSE 3 172 . . 7·3 be 
29·749 54·4 50·0 71 63·8 45·2 37· l 110·3 Calm . . 65 . . 6·8 b 
30·085 50·7 50·1 96 58·0 47·3 41-1 91·5 Calm . . 33 . . 1·6 of 
29·974 54·8 50·7 73 58·1 49·3 45·2 107·2 NNW 4 176 . . 8·7 be 
29·926 54·4 48·0 60 63·9 47·2 40·8 109·1 Calm . . 150 73 8·2 be 
30·322 45·2 42·2 76 48·9 42·3 42·1 87·0 SE 6 143 49 0·7 op 
30·611 46·0 43·0 I 77 49·0 41·0 38·9 102·31 SE 6 J 322 1 3·2 op 
30·411 48-1 43·6 I 67 II 55·0 42·1 37-1 102·4 SE 1 158 . . 7·8 be 
30·086 46·4 44·8 87 53·2 40·2 34·3 81 ·6 Calm . . 36 60 . . om 
29·725 53·0 52·7 98 58·9 45·0 46· l 99·0 Calm . . 5 4 1 0·7 of 
29·548 51·0 50·8 99 , 60·5 46·1 41·2 101·0 Calm . . 60 72 4·7 1 cf 
29·718 53·1 52·7 97 1 58·9 47-1 41·8 102·8 Calm . . 24 . . 7·8 I b 
29·747 53·8 51·8 I 87 ·1 ~ 50·3 45·9 108-1 NNW 2 201 21 : 4·1 I C 

29·880 54·6 51·3 I 79 59·6 49·0 45·2 104·4 / . . 2·6 212 438 j 155-1 .. 

Mean earth temperature at l ft., 55·3°; and at 3 ft., 57·8°. Number of rain days, 17. 
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NOTE.-On the whole a mild month, with rainfall and cloudiness at 9 a.m. both somewhat above the average. The 
total bright sunshine was 155· l hours (51 per cent. of the possible), and four sunless days. Hail fell on the 24th; lightning 
was seen on the 7th, 15th, and 31st ; and thunder was heard on the 31st. Mean dew-point at 9 a.m., 48° ; and mean 
vapour pressure, 0·334 in. 

SUMMARY FOR THE MONTH OF }IAY, 1928. 
The month has been on the whole a wet and rather stormy one. The season is still characterized by a relative absence 

of winds. When strong winds have blown, they have frequently been along the length of the Islands so that many parts, 
notably the Cook Strait region, have escaped their severity. They were felt mainly in the northern parts of the Auckland 
Province, the Foveaux Strait region and the surrounding ocean waters. Rainfall was above the average over almost 
the whole of the North Island. In the South Island more varied conrutions prevailed, most of the western districts 
having more, and most of the eastern districts less, than the average. 

Temperatures have remained rather mild, scarcely any frost being experienced over the greater part of the North 
Island, where grass has continued to grow luxuriantly. In the South Island, however, winter wtiather was experienced 
after the first week, and frosts were fairly frequent. These were compensated for by many bright and sunny days. Feed 
is abundant almost everywhere. 

The month opened with an intense anticyclone centred to the west of Westport. The weather was stormy, with 
gales in many places. Very heavy rain was recorded in the central provinces. 

Unsettled conditions continued over the whole of the first week. Westerly gales, due to depressions of a westerly type, 
blew on the 4th and 5th. On the 6th a cyclone appeared to the south of Norfolk Island and subsequently developed two 
centres, one of which passed through Cook Strait and the other north of Cape Maria Van Diemen. This was an active 
disturbance. Strong northerly gales were experienced during its approach and south-westerlies after its passage. It was 
followed, also, by a decided fall of temperature, which practically marked the comrnencement of winter for the South 
Island. Frosts were frequent in Canterbury and Otago from then onwards, and the mountain tops were covered with 
snow. 

Another vigorous cyclone crossed the South Island on the 14th and brought heavy rain, especially to the North 
Island. High floods caused damage in Kaitaia and the surrounding districts. A fourth cyclone crossed the North Islaild 
on the 18th, and was followed by southerly gales 'which covered an extensive area over and on all sides of the Dominion. 
Seas were rough for several days in the surrounding ocean waters. 

During the passage of an anticyclone over the southern portion of the Dominion on the 24th and 25th, barometers 
rose as high as 30·7 in. The only other anticyclone of any intensity was one which covered New Zealand on the 10th. 

The tendency for disturbances to assume the cyclonic form was maintained until the end of the month. Further 
examples of this type of storm controlled our weather on the 26th and. the 29th. 

EDWARD KIDSON, Director. 


