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METEOROLOGICAL Observations at Kelburn, Wellington, for the month of ,January, 1928. Observations taken at 9 a.m. 
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Altitude of Observatory, 415 ft. 

Temperature(° F.) from Observations at 9 a.m. 

In Screen. 
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n.. I !Humld-t"cS Dry. Wet. lty. Dry. Dry. I 
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30·1971 61·9 I 57·8 r~ 70-3 50·4 39·3 . . I NE 2 91 14·9 bo 
30·002 61·6 51·8 51 65·0 52·3 41·2 . . NW 7 91 II 12·5 b 
29·980 I 52·6 5l-l 89 59·5 49·4 47·0 . . ! N.I<: 2 410 2 7.7 c 
30·306 ! 52•6 51-4 92 61•0 48•6 49•8 . . S 3 281 0·3 C 

30·262 ! 60·6 53·5 62 66·8 44·8 41·6 . . I SE I 100 13·9 b 
3300·-016453 63·4 I 57·4 68 71,3 4.~,70:06 43·8 . . i NE 1 53 13·0 b 

60·8 57·5 [ 81 6Hl 47-2 . . , N 2 30 9·6 o 
30·019 60·4 I 57·3 I 82 61 ·2 54·4 54· 1 . . I S 2 154 om 
30·129 60·5 56·4 i 76 71·3 51·8 51·1 . . SE 2 180 12·5 b 
30·151 I 64·2 59·6 74 69·4 53·3 49·4 . . NW 3 74 12·6 b 
30·041 , 65·3 60·3 73 72·2 56·8 56·0 . . NNW 4 215 8·8 b 
30·208 61 ·2 53·0 57 66·7 48·9 45·0 . . ESE 1 170 13·8 b, bo 
30·043 65·0 59·!1 74 67·0 52·0 47·8 . . NW 5 81 4 13·8 c 
30·160 57·0 56·5 96 59·1 54·2 50·7 . . S 5 249 2·0 o 
30·290 56·9 50·4 59 62·0 51·1 48·3 .. SSE 4 285 7·1 c, o 
30·238 61 ·2 52·9 55 66·5 47· l 40· l . . NE l 158 13·9 bw 
30· 146 59· l 5t\.l 82 63·0 48· l 43·2 . . SSE 4 53 10·8 o 
30·242 61·4 57·0 75 65·2 53·2 51·1 . . S 4 211 9·0 o 
30·305 65·0 57·0 59 68·0 52·3 48·9 . . ESE 2 132 10·1 b 
30·283 65·2 57·3 60 72·0 49·3 44·2 . . E l 56 13·6 b 
30·263 62·1 58·5 80 70·9 53·3 49·2 . . N 3 80 12·8 wbcz 
30·205 67·4 61-4 70 72·3 56·3 n2·9 . . NNW 3 152 12·5 be, b 
30· 185 66·0 61 ·2 I 75 72·0 57·5 55·3 . . N 4 221 10·9 c, bo 
30· 182 66· l 61-:3 - 75 70·9 58·4 55'1 . . N 4 169 12·4 be 
30· 187 65· l 61 ·0 70 70· l 60·2 59·8 . . N 4 181 9·0 c 
30·153 66·3 61·3 74 72·0 59·1 57·0 . . N 4 180 11·3 be 
30·069 66·0 61·8 78 71·0 60·1 58·1 . . N 6 :l58 9·3 c 
30· l 72 66·5 64·4 90 I 70·7 62·0 61-l . . ' N 3 :161 2·0 o 
30·307 67·4 62·0 73 I 70·9 58·4 55·0 . . S J 2 73 8·0 o 
30·303 63·6 59·8 79 69·1 57·1 55·2 . . SSE 2 95 1·9 o 
30·380 68·5 61-1 6:3 I 78· l 56·2 50·3 . . , NE 1 98 13·5 b 

3-0--184_6_2-,6-1~1--7468-2 53·4 50·0 -.-. -i---. -3-016311!)1Jo-l ___ _ 
----------------

Gale (force 
8 or more). 
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Mean earth temperature at I ft., 66·3°; and at 3 ft., 63·3°. Number of rain days, 5, 

DIREOTION OF WIND. 
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No1'E.-At the beginning of the month observations were eommenced at the Ke!hurn Ol;>servatory for which no normal 
values are available. The month was an exceptionally dry and sunny one. At, Karori Reservoir, half a mile distant to the 
S.S.W,, with a similar exposure to that at Kelhurn, the rainfall was 94 per cent, below normal. Total bright sunshine, 
312·5 hours (68 per cent. of the possible), and one sunless day. MPan dew-point at 9 a.m., 52·8°; and mean vapour pressure, 
0·398 in. The mean pressure for the month was the highest ever recorded in January at Wellington, and 0·281 in. above 
the normal of 29·903 in. 

SUMMARY FOR THE MONTH OF ,JANUARY, 1928. 

The past month has been notable for the exceptionally dry conditions experienced over the whole of the Dominion. The 
deficiency of rainfall is most serious in districts with a westerly aspect, following as it does on a dry December. 

No vigorous low-pressure disturbance affected any part of the New Zea.land region during the course of the month. On 
several occasions storms developed in Australia which would. normally have brought general rains to this country. In 
each instance, however, although some slight effect was felt, the pressure changes were reduced to shallow waves by the time 
the disturbance crossed the Dominion. The most important of these waves passed on the 1st to 2nd and the 26th January, 
respectively. Each produced moderate rains in pitrts of the west coast districts, with scattered showers elsewhere. 

The dominant feature of the pressure distribution has be&n the persistence of high pressure, especia,lly in the North. 
Anti-cyclones were actually centred over or near New Zealand on 1st-2nd, 4tb--6th, 8th-12th, 14th-23rd, and 29th-31st, 
respectively. The dry, warm, sunny, and droughty weather experienced was the direct consequence of these anticyclonic 
conditions. The mean pressure was the highest recorded for January at Wellington. 

On the whole there has been a relative absence of wind, but between the 16th and the 19th, while a rather intense anti
cyclone lay across the South Island, strong easterly winds blew over the North Island, frequently reaching gale force in the 
far North and causing showery weather in the Aucklarnl Peninsula. 

The month has been the driest ,January on record in southern Auckland, Taranaki, and parts of the Ma,nawatn, Nelson, 
and Marlborough districts. 

At the end of the month, owing to the previous plentiful growth of feed, the effects of the drought has not, in general, 
been severely felt. In large parts of the North Island, however, especially in the central and western portions, milk returns 
had fallen off considerably. Elsewhere, although pastures were becoming parched, compensations were provided in the 
satisfactory maturing of grain and fruit crops, and the season has been a good one. Should rain not fall by the middle of 
February, however, many districts will suffer severely. 

EDWARD KIDSON, Director. 


