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1\ /fETEOROLOGICAL Observations, Wellington, for the 
l\'..l. month of October, 1927. Observations taken 9 a.m. 

nnd Ota"o, and some losses of lambs occurred. Though dry, 
tho mmrtoh was a good spring mo?th. It was particularly 
fayoumblc for sheep, but less so, owmg to the dryness, for the 
dairy ill(]ustry. 

Altitude of Observatory, 10 ft. 
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No·rn.-A dry and sunny month, with moderate to strong 
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N. andN.W. winds prevailing. Precipitation was 54 per cent. 
below the mean of previous years. Total bright sunshine, 
208 hours 51 minutes, 51 per cent. of the possible. There 
was one sunless day. Hail fell on the 24th and frost was 
recorded on the grass on two mornings. Mean earth 
temperature at 1 ft. was 56·6°, and at 3 ft. 56°. Mean dew. 
point, 45·9°; mean vapour pressure, 0·309 in. ; and mean 
relative humidity, 70 per cent. 

0. B. Pemberton , . 1 
I BALMOllAL, CULVERDEN 52·0 

SUMMARY FOR THE MONTH Ol' OCTOBER, 192i. 

During October rainfall was, as a rule, poorly distributed 
in time and place, and the 14th and 23rd were the only days 
on which it was at all of a general character. The total for 
the month was considerablv below normal over the whole of 
the :~forth Island, and in the Marlborough and Nelson Pro­
vinces in the South Island. Canterbury and Otago had a 
moderate excess, while in Westland the differences from normal 
were slight. 
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The pressure distribution was chiefly of the westerly type, 
and the disturbances of slight to moderate intensity. The 
changes were generally too rapid to allow of rain developing 
to any extent. On tho :l3rd, however, a very intense cyclone 
developed east of the South Island, and on the 24th the Chat­
ham Island barometer fell to 29·07 inches. Frnm the 23rd to 
25th strong southerly winds to gales were experienced, and 
very cold temperatures prevailed in the rear of this cyclone. 
Light falls of snow occurred on the 23rd and 24th in various 

. parts of the South Island and also in the high central area of 
the ~forth Island. Ground frosts were reported on the morn­
ings of the 25th and 26th, more especially in Canterbury and 
Otago, but the damage to fruit-trees was, fortunatt'ly, only 
slight. 
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Rev. A. Don 

Thor<~ wa~ a tenckncv for a.nt.ic.ydmws to 1nOYf' in morf' 
northern latitudes, but" one, whi,·lt ,•ontr,,Jlcd the weather 
between the 25th and the 29th, was centred O\'er Xcw Zeahnd 
on tho 27th, with pressure as high as 30·50 inches. 
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On the whole, fair to fine weather predominated, with 
moderate to strong north-westerly winds. The cold spell from 
23rd to 25th was, however, severn, e,;peeially in Canterbury 

EDWARD KIDl:!ON, Director. 
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