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260. (1.) Where electricity is used for signalling, the pres-
sure in any one circuit shall not exceed 25 volts.

(2.) Contact-makers shall be so constructed as to prevent
the accidental closing of the circuit.

(3.) Adequate precautions shall be taken to prevent signal
and telephone wires from touching cables and apparatus.

261. Any of the requirements of this part of these regula-
tions shall not apply in any case in which exemption is
obtained from the Minister on the ground either of emergency
or special circumstances, on such conditions as the Minister
may prescribe.

ELECTRICITY OX SURFACE.

262. The preceding provisions pertaining to electricity shall
apply to apparatus used above ground, subject to the following
amendments :— )

" (L) In Regulation 242 and Regulation 256 (3) the words
‘ at the surface of the mine ” shall be substituted in every
case for the words * in the mine.”

(2.) Regulations 243, 244, 245 (d), 161, 248 (2), 253 (1),
257, 259, and 260 (1) shall not apply.

(3.) The following regulation shall be substituted for
Regulation 248 (1) thereof :-— ‘

‘“ Where necessary to prevent danger or mechanical damage,
apparatus shall be placed in a separate room, compartment,
or box of fireproof construction. Inflammable or explosive
material shall not be stored in any such room, compartment,
or box.”

(4.) Regulation 250 (2) is amended by adding thereto the
words: “ Except that in the case of a portable lamp or
other portable apparatus of small current capacity, connected
to the system by means of a flexible cable complying with
Regulation 255 (1), the cross-sectional area of the earthing-
conductor in the flexible cable shall not be required to be
greater than the cross-sectional area of either of the live
conductors in the same flexible cable.”

(6.) The following regulation shall be substituted for
Regulation 254 thereof :—

‘“Unless so placed or otherwise safeguarded as to prevent
danger, all cables other than flexible cables for portable
apparatus and signal and telephone wires shall comply with
the following requirements :— :

‘“(a.) They shall be covered with insulating-material
(except that the outer conductor of a concentric
system may be bare). The lead sheath of lead-
sheathed cables and the iron or steel armouring of
armoured cables shall be of not less thickness re-
spectively than is recommended by the British
Engineering Standards Association.

“(h.) 'I'hey shall be efficiently protected from mechanical
damage and supported at sufficiently frequent
intervals and in such a manner as adequately to
prevent danger and damage to the cables.

¢ (2.) Concentric cables, or two-core or multi-core cables
protected by a metallic covering, or single-core
cables protected by a metallic covering which shall
contain all the conductors of the circuit, shall be
ysed (i) where the pressure exceeds low pressure and
(ii) where there may be risk- of igniting coal-dust or
other inflammable material: Provided that if the
medium-pressure direct-current system is used, the
single-core cables protected by metallic coverings may
be used for any circuit.

‘* (d.) Cables unprotected by a metallic covering shall be
properly secured to efficient insulators.

‘“ (&) The metallic covering of every cable shall be (i) elec-
trically continuous throughout; (ii) earthed, if it is
required by Regulation 250 (1) to be earthed by a
connection to the earthing system of not less con-
ductivity than the same length of the said metallic
covering ; (iii) efficiently protected against corrosion
where necessary ; (iv) of a conductivity at all parts
and at all joints at least equal to 50 per cent. of the
conductivity of the largest conductor enclosed by the
said metallic covering ; and (v) where there may be
risk of igniting coaldust or other inflammable
material, so constructed as to prevent as far as is
practicable any fault or leakage of current from the
live conductors from causing open sparking.

“(f.) Cables and conductors where jointed up to motors,
transformers, switch-gear, and other apparatus shall
be installed so that (i) they are mechanically pro-
tected by securely attaching the metallic covering
(if any) to the apparatus, and (ii) the insulating
material at each cable, and is efficiently sealed so as
to prevent the diminution of its insulating properties.
Where necessary to prevent abrasion there shall be
properly constructed bushes.”

(6.) Regulation 255 (3) is amended to read : ““ At every
point where flexible cables for portable apparatus are joined
to main cables a switch capable of entirely cutting off the
pressure from the flexible cables shall be provided.”

(7.) Regulation 256 (6) shall not apply.

(8.) The following regulation shall be substituted for Regu-
lation 256 (8) thereof ;—
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“The person authorized to work an electrically driven
portable machine shall not leave the machine while it is
working, and shall, before leaving the machine, ensure that
the pressure is cut off from the flexible trailing cable which
supplies such portable machine. Trailing cables shall not be
dragged along by the machine when working.”

(9.) The last sentence of Regulation 256 (9) shall not apply.

(10.) In Regulation 260 (2) the words *“ used for signalling
shall be inserted after ‘‘ contact-makers.”

PENALTY.

263. The fine payable for a breach of any of the foregoing
regulations shall, where no penalty is elsewhere provided, be
for a first offence not exceeding £10, and for a second or
subsequent offence not exceeding £20.
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