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SuMMARY FOR THE Montd or MARrcH, 1927.

The weather of March was decidedly summerlike—calm, warm, and fair generally, during the first half ; the latter part
of the month, however, was, on the contrary, cold, unsettled, and boisterous. The contrast between these two periods was
very marked, the average temperature showing a considerable difference, as much as ten degrees being reported by an observer
in Otago.

Utrgltil the middle of the month anticyclonic conditions ruled, a high centre persisting off the east coast of the.North
Island, though some scattered rain fell about the 10th with the passing of a shallow *low  southward of the Dominion.
After the 15th, until the 28th, westerly depressions of considerable intensity were frequent. The trough of one passed on
the 16th, and was succeeded by a more severe and extensive disturbance. This storm was apparently affiliated to a cyclone,
the centre of which passed over the South Island, the lowest atmospheric pressure, 28-65 inches, being observed at Christ-
church at 7 p.m. on the 23rd. On the 28th another intense westerly or Antarctic ““ low * passed, after which the barometer
rose steadily with strong southerly winds, bringing a cold snap at the close of the month.

There were some slight frosts, and snow was left rather low down on the southern mountains.

Except in the east coast districts of both Islands, the rainfall was above the average, the greatest excess being recorded
in the high country and the southern parts of the South Island. The total fall at Arthur’s Pass was 36-42 inches, of which
10-35 inches fell on the 23rd, and of this 8-52 inches was registered in nine hours. Floods occurred in the Waimakariri and
other rivers on this account, and also at this time in Marlborough.

The westerly gales were troublesome to orchardists, but the heat and dryness of the summer had left a warm soil and
the rains in consequence produced a splendid growth of autumn pasturage.

D. C. BATES, Director.




