
MAY 12.J THE NEW ZEALAND GAZETTE. 1449 

CLIMATOLOGICAL TABLE. Government Meteorological Observatory. 
MEANS AND TOTALS FBOM CHIEF STATIONS, 

M'ETEOROLOGICAL Observations, Wellington, for the 
month of March, 1927. Observations taken 9 a.m. 
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1 30· 168 66·0
1
51 ·0 58·5 130·0 45·5 96 7 E. C. J. Butcher 

2 30·361 74·8 49•7 62·2 132·0142·4 641 01 W. 925 RoTORUA 
3 30·448171·0 59·3 65-1 126·0 55·2 1571 6' N.W. W. E. Penno 
4 30·358 72·8161·0 66·9 137·0 57·2 199 4 N.W. 60 NEW PLYMOUTH 
5 30·248 70·0162·5 66·2 129·0 59·0 353 I N.W. G. Il. Dolby 
6 30·2-57 70·9 61·8 66·3 135·0 59·1 302 I N. 2080 TAIHAPE 
7 29·978 74•5159·3 66·9 129·0 54·5 206! 0 N.W. Trace A. R. Fannin 
8 30·ll0 75·8157·0 66·4 127·0 55·8 28411 101 S.S.E. 100 PALMERSTON NORTH . 
9 30·103 63·0 56·4 59·7 95·0 54·2 286 10 S. 4 J. A. Colquhoun 

10 29-995 67·1160·0 63·5 ll3·2 56·2 761 8N.N.W. 8 TANGIMOAN.I. 
11 29·928 72·2i 61-2 66·7 l39·2l 58·7 220 8 N.W. 1 T. lll. Stringer 
12 29·876171·2 62·1 66·6 132·6,60·1 267 6[ N.W. 27 119 CEN'fRAL DEVELOPMEN1' 
13 29·867 71·2 1 60·3 65·7 135·7 58·2 284 51N.N.W. FARM, WimAROA 11 
14 30·011170·1156·2 63·1 132·6 51·0 205 3N.N.W. J.E. Sharp 
15 30•062 71-8, 57·2 64-li 124·8 52·2 107 6 N.N.E. I 14 5 NAPIER 
16 29·583

1
74·5161·067·7133·059·5 245 10 N.W. 4 Chas.L.Thomas I 

17 29·925169·5 54· l 61 ·8 108·0 52·0 285 IO s. I 377 MASTERTON 
R. Brown 

18 29·876 61·8152·8 57·3 ll8·0 48·0 187 9 N.N.W. 22 186 GREYTDWN I 
19 29·359. 66·9( 57·9 62·4 128·8 54·4 419 10 N.W. II 
20 29·278] 64·7 59·1 61·9 114·4 57·8 351 2 N.W. II5 W. Allan 
21 29·1651165·6'.54·2 59·9 121·5 49·2 391 lOWNW 10 WELLINGTON 
22 29·755 62·0151·8 56·9 118·5 47·1 238 10 N.W. 1 SOUTH IBI,AND. 

23 29·489' 64·3 56·1 60·2 127·0 54·0 399 10 N.W. 105 11 TAK.A.KA, NELSON 
24 29·630 64·8 1 54·0 59·4 109·0 50·0 413 0 W,N.W. J. H. Soott 
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25 30·067 65·0 49·3 57-1 117·2 40·11 174 0 N.W. 34 NELSON 
26 30·003 65·0 58·1 61·5 118·1 55·1 360 5 N.W. H. Harrison 
27 29·886 60·1155·7 57·9 120·4 53·1 252 4N.N.W. 1 1220 HANMER SPRINGS 
28 29·739163-4 57·7 60·5 123·0 34·5 451 0 N.W.
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W. Montgomery 
29 29.944 65·0 52.2 58·6 n1-2 49.0 234 o1 N.w. 25 CHRISTCHURCH 
30 29·915 67-7 53·8 60·7 120·0 47·3 207 O N.W. 34 H.F. Skey 
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DIRECTION OF WIND, 

E. S.E. S. S.W. W. N.W. Calm. 
1 I .. I 4 I 3 I 16 I .. 

NoTE.-A sunny, warm, and windy month, with precipita­

tion 3 per cent. above the mean of previous years. Total 

bright sunshine, 226 houFs 38 minutes (59 per cent. of the 

possible), and two sunless days. A heavy thunderstorm, with 

hail, occurred on the night of the 20th. Mean earth-tempera­

ture (at lft.) was 63·9°, and 65·2° at 3ft. Mean dewpoint, 

51°; mean elastic force of vapour, 0·374in.; and mean rela­

tive humidity, 67 per cent. of saturation. 
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The weather of March was decidedly summerlike-calm, warm, and fair generally, dnring the first half; the latter part 
of the month, however, was, on the contrary, cold, unsettled, and boisterous. The contrast between these two periods was 
very marked, the average temperature shewing a considerable difference, as much as ten degrees being reported by an observer 
in Otago. 

Until the middle of the month anticyclonic conditions ruled, a high centre persisting off the east coast of the. North 
Island, though some scattered rain fell about the 10th with the passing of a shallow " low " southward of the-, DoJilll'l~on. 
After the 15th, until the 28th, westerly depressions of considerable intensity were frequent. The trough of one passed on 
the 16th, and was succeeded by a more severe and extensive disturbance. This storm was apparently affiliated to a cyclone, 
the centre of which passed over the South Island, the lowest atmospheric pressure, 28·65 inches, being observed at Christ­
church at 7 p.m. on the 23rd. On the 28th another intense westerly or Antarctic " low " passed, after which the barometer 
rose steadily with strong southerly winds, bringing a cold snap at the close of the month. 

There were some slight frosts, and snow was left rather low down on the southern mountains. 
Except in the east coast districts of both Islands, the rainfall was above the average, the greatest excess being recorded 

in the high country and the sou.them parts of the South Island. The total fall at Arthur's Pass was 36-42 inches, of which 
10·35 inches fell on the 23rd, and of this 8·52 inches was registered in nine hours. Floods occurred in the Waimakariri and 
other rivers on this account, and also at this time in Marlborough. 

The westerly gales were troublesome to orchardists, but the heat and dryness of the summer had left a warm soil and 
the rains in consequence produced a splendid growth of autumn pasturage. 

D. C. BATl<':S, I>irector. 
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