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CLIMATOLOGICAL TABLE.
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Government Meteorological Observatory. April, 1923. )
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Nore.—The weather during the month was fair to cloudy,
with moderate to strong southerly winds prevailing.  Pre- Lare RETURNS.
cipitation occurred on 12 days, and was 21 per cent. below
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SUMMARY FOR THE MONTH OoF APRIL, 1923.

During April there were two periods of unsettled weather—viz., between the 7th and 10th and from the 18th to the 28th.
In the former period a disturbance which passed in the South on the night of the 7th developed considerable intensity to the
eastward on the following day, and accounted for a heavy south-west gale. Cold and stormy conditions prevailed, especially
along the east coast on the 8th and 9th, and electrical disturbances and heavy hail showers were experienced, with snow on
the higher levels.

The heaviest rains, however, fell in the period 18th to 28th, when extropical disturbance dominated. Very heavy rain
and floods with easterly gales occurred between the 19th and 21st in the northern half of the North Island. The centre of
the storm passed in the North on the 22nd. It was followed by a *“secondary,” which apparently developed in the South,
and caused one of the most serious floods experienced in Dunedin. In that city the total rainfall for the three days (20th,
21st, and 22nd) was 845 inches, of which 6-81 inches fell on the 21st.

A remarkable feature about both these disturbances was that the heavy downpours were confined to comparatively
small areas. This is shown in the totals for the month, which were much above the average northward of Kawhia and
Gisborne in the North Island, and on the east coast between Kaikoura and Nugget Point in the South Island. All other
parts of the Dominion show an aggregate rainfall considerably below the mean.

Anticyclonic conditions and fair weather were general between the 10th and 17th and on the last two days of the month.

D. C. BATES, Director.




