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Government Meteorological Observatory. CLIMATOLOGICAL TABLE.
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ETEOROLOGICAL Observations, Wellington, for : March, 1922.
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17 | 29197| 65-5| 49:3] 57-4| 122-0| 38:2| 258 | 9 S. 28 119| CenTrAL DEVELOPMENT| 590 | 65 528 577 |18
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31 | 30°034| 64-5| 46-2| 55-3| 122-0) 34'5| 118| 7| N.E. 9 Kempthorne
I | 34| NELgow .. ..| 582|678 |486 | 522 |14
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o . T. Newm
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of vapour, 0-374in.; and mean relative humidity, 72 per 12| INVERCARGILL ..| 514 | 59-2 | 437 910 |29
cent. of saturation. L. Lennie .

SuMMARY FOR THE MoNTH OF MarcH, 1922.

Westerly disturbances were frequent during the month of March, and all parts of the Dominion with a westerly aspect
had rainfalls considerably above the average. Gisborne and Napier districts on the East Coast, however, reported little
more than half the normal for the month. There were floods in Westland in the beginning of the month. Some exceptionally
heavy winds were recorded on the 16th and 17th in various parts, when lowest barometric pressure was recorded in the
South. Stormy weather continued generally until the close of the month. These heavy winds were mostly regarded as
* Equinoctial gales,” although it does not appear that they have really any connection with the Equinox.

Thunderstorms were prevalent at this period. :

On the 26th an unusual visitant to New Zealand, in the shape of a tornado, made its appearance at Wellsford, seventy-
three miles north-east of Auckland, and its track was marked by considerable damage in destruction of trees, houses, and
sheds, though fortunately without loss of life. Mr. Osborn described the oncoming of the storm as follows :—

“It looked rather misty outside, and we were sitting on the couch by the window talking about the weather, one
passing the remark that it looked like rain. It commenced to blow then, but not very hard at the start. The door was
open, and I and my wife walked over to close it. The cyclone looked about ten chains off. It just seemed to look like one
big cloud in the middle of a lot of mist. Just when I cK)sed the door it hit us hard. A blinding flash of lightning seemed
to be the prelude to the ° big noise.” Everything was then one big roar. The whole sky seemed to swirl round about our
house, and the force of the wind was terrific.”

The small house then rose bodily with its three inmates and was swirled round in the air, and after being carried some
distance was smashed to matchwood, and papers were found twenty miles away.

On the same evening a water-spout was seen at the distance of about twenty miles, and it was believed to have con-
nection with the tornado. It was described as a great pillar of water rising from the sea to black low-lying clouds, sweep-
ing hundreds of feet of water at its base and travelling rapidly with irresistible force.

D. C. BATES, Director.



