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By- law of the. Wkanganui Diatrid Maori Oouncil, under 
lhe Maori Oou'IWiilf Act, 1900, and the Heal,/,k Ace, 1920, 
approved. 

Native Minist.er's Office, 
Wellington, 1st November, 1921. 

I T is hereby notified that His Excellency the Governor
General ha.a been pleased to approve of the following 

by-la.we ma.de by the Maori Council of the Wha.nga.nui Maori 
District, under the provisions of section 16 of the Maori 
Councils Act, 1900. 

,J. G. COATES, .Minist.er of Native Affa.irs. 
Approved. 

JELLICOE, Governor-General. 

THE MA.ORI COUNCIL OF THE WHANGANUI 
MAORI DISTRICT. 

BY-LAWS, 

Tim Maori Council of the Wha.nga.nui Maori District, consti
tuted under the Maori Councils Act, 1900, a.nd its amendments, 
a.nd the Public Hee.Ith Act, 1920, hereby makes the following 
by-Ia.we in lieu of the by-la.we published in the New Zealand 
Gaze#e da.t.ed 6th February, 1902, under a.nd by virtue of 
the ea.id Acts a.nd amendments, such by-la.we to comfl into 
operation upon approval thereof by the Governor-General 
and the publioa.tion of the same in the Gazette a.nd K ahili. 

!BTJIBPBBTATION. 

In these by-la.ws, except where inconsist.ent with the con
t.ext or when otherwise expressly provided, the following ex
pressions shall have the mea.nings attached thereto:-

" The said Act " means the Maori Oounoils Act, 1900, 
a.nd its amendments, a.nd the Public Health Act, 
1920: 

·' The Co1moil" means the Maori Counoil of the Wha.nga
nui Maori District constituted under the said Acts : 

" Committee " or" Village Committee " means the Village 
Committee of a. Maori ka.inga., village, or pa. appointed 
by the Maori Council under the provisions of the ea.id 
Acts: 

" District " means the Wha.nga.nui Maori District. pro• 
ola.imed by the Governor-General under the pro
visions of the said Acts : 

" Native Township" means a township constituted under 
the Native Townships Act, 1895 : 

" Prescribed "' means prescribed by rules or regulations 
made under the said Acts or by these by-la.ws. 

(A.) GBNBBAL PROVISIONS. 

1. All deaths shall be notified by the nee.rest of kin, or in 
his absence by the owner or occupier of the dwelling where 
dee.th took pla.oe, to the nee.rest Registrar of Births, Deaths, 
and Marriages within thirty-six hours of death. Failure to 
comply shall render the offender liable to a penalty not ex
ceeding £1. 

2. In every ca.se of dee.th, where the deoea.sed has not been 
att.ended to by a qualified medioal practitioner, the Committee 
aha.II investigat.e the circumstances surrounding such death 
with regard to the nature of illness, duration, treatment, and 
names of persons who treated or were in attendance on 
deoea.sed, a.nd report the results of this investigation to the 
nearest Registrar of Maori Births, Deaths, a.nd Marriages. 

3. Human corpses sba.11 be buried, if the death occurs be
tween the 15th da.y of March and the 15th da.y of Sept.ember 
(both days inclusive) in a.ny year, within four days aft.er 
dee.th ; a.nd if the death occurs between the 16th da.y of 
September a.nd the 14th da.y of Ma.rob of the following year 
lboth days inclusive), within three days a.ft.er dee.th, unless 
the Medioa.l Officer of Hee.Ith or the Director of Maori Hygiene 
shall otherwise direct. , 

4. Where death has occurred from a.n infectious disea.se, 
the corpse sha.11 be buried within twenty-four hours aft.er dee.th. 
The corpse shall be removed from the dwelling, t.ent, hospital, 
or pla.ce where dee.th occurred to the cemet.ery without being 
allowed t-0 lie in stat.a a.t any intermediate or village, a.nd no 
ta.ngi shall be held. 

5. It shall be the duty of the nearest relatives of the de
ceased, or, in their absence, of the owner or occupier of the 
house or premises wherein deoea.sed died, to comply with the 
provisions of by-laws 3 a.nd 4 ; and all or any of them shall 
be deemed guilty of a breach thereof a.a the Counoil may 
deem fit, a.nd shall be liable to a. pena.lty not exceeding £5 
for ea.ch offence. 

§. No human corpse shall be buried, except with the per
mission of the Council, in any pla.ce other than a. burial
ground recognized by the inhabitants of a Maori ka.inga, or 
reeerved or set ape.rt by them or some duly constituted 
authority as a burial-ground. 

D 

7. No human corpse shall be permitt.ed to lie in state in 
front of a.ny meeting-house or in the courtyard (marae) thereof, 
but ma.y lie in stat.a a.t some other spot in the vicinity that 
may be indicated by the Chairman of the Committee. 

(B.) BUILDINGS. 

8. No person sha.11 erect a. dwellinghouse upon any site not 
having natural or artificial subsoil drainage sufficient to pre
vent such sit.e being de.mp, or upon any site having matt.er 
thereon which may prove injurious to the health of the occu
pants of such buildings. The ground underlying every 
dwellinghouse shall be so formed and graded that no wat.er 
oa.n flow or lodge thereon or under any pa.rt of such building. 
Where the sit.e of a.n erect.ad dwellinghouse is considered in
jurious to the bee.Ith of the occupants, the Counoil ma.y order 
the owner OT occupier to remove such building to a more 
healthy site. 

9. Every person who shall erect a dwellinghouse shall con
struct every room intended to be nsed as a living-room so 
that the same shall be not less than 8 ft. 6 in. in height from 
the floor to the ceiling in every pa.rt ; provided that every 
room intended to be used as aforesaid with a. sloping or 
unoeilinged roof shall be not leBB than 9 ft. in height from the 
floor to the roof over one-ha.If the superficial area. of such 
room, a.nd no wall thereof shall have a leBB height than 5 ft. 
before anv slope of thfl roof commences. 

10. Every person who aha.II erect a dwellinghouse shall 
provide that for every sleeping-room therein there shall be 
at lea.st 36 square foet of floor-spa.oe to ea.oh adult or every 
two children under ten yea.rs of age sleeping in that room, 
a.nd there sha.11 be a window-space clear of frames equal in 
area. to at lea.st one-t.enth of the area. of the floor of such 
room, of which window-space at least one-ha.If shall be made 
to open. 

II. Every person who shall erect a dwellinghouse must 
provide each sleeping-room with a. boarded floor so that there 
she.II be between the under-side of every joist, plat.a, stringer, 
and bearer on whioh such floor may be laid or support.ad and 
the upper surface of the ground a. space of 4 in. at the lea.st 
in ea.oh pa.rt, a.nd he shall cause the a.res. below such fl.ooT 
to be thoroughly ventilat.ed by some effectual method 

12. In the ca.se of houses a.lrea.dy erected the. Council ma.y 
require the owner or occupier of a.ny dwellinghouse whioh 
does not comply with Section B, clauses 10 and 11, to make 
such alt.erations or additions as may be deemed necessary. 

13. The Council ma.y, or shall if the Medica.l Officer of Hee.Ith 
or Director of Maori Hygiene so directs, order the removal 
or destruction of any building in a dirty and unwholesome 
stat.a, if in its opinion it is unsuitable for human habitation, 
or if the owner or occupier thereof fails after due notice to 
clean, renova.t.e, or himself remove or destroy the same. 

14. The Chairman of the Committee, or any person duly 
authorized by the Committee in that behalf, may by notice 
in writing direct the owner or occupier of any house or other 
building in a dirty and unwholesome stat.a to clean or ca.use 
the ea.me to be olea.ned within a time to be specified in such 
notice. 

15. Any person refusing or neglecting to comply with notice 
for ri,mova.ls, a.lt.erations, or cleaning under cla.uses 8, 10, 11, 
12, 13, and 14 shall be liable to a fine not exceeding £1 for 
the first offence and £5 for every subsequent offence, and in 
the case of persist.ant refusal or neglect to comply, the Com
mittee ma.y order the work to be done. Any costs incurred 
by the Committee in a.nd about such removalA, alterations, 
or clea.nings shall be a debt due to the Committee, recover
able as liquida.t.ed de.ma.gee by process in a Ma.gistrat.e's 
Court. 

16. The Committee may, in its discretion, ease or modify 
the application of the foregoing clauses 8, 12, 13, a.nd 14 in 
the oa.se of a.ny old, ill, or feeble person occupying any such 
buildings as aforesaid, so that such ola.uses shall not press 
heavily on such person. The Chairman of the Committ.ee 
she.II report the case and a.ll the circumstances to the Chair
man of the Council, whereupon the Council shall consider 
such case anci decide whether it shall devot.e pa.rt of its funds 
towards cleaning and otherwise improving the dwellings of 
such sick, old, or fee hie persons. 

17. The owner or occupier of a. dwellinghouse shall be held 
responsible for preventing more persons sleeping in any 
room thereof than are allowed by the floor-space la.id down 
in ola.use 10. Failure to comply with this shall render him 
liable to a pena.lty not exceeding 5s. for a first offence and not 
exceeding 10s. for every subsequent offence. 

Movable and Temporary Dwelling&. 
18. Every person who shall own or occupy t.emporarily a 

t.ent, shed, whare, or simila.r structure shall be responsible that 
the ea.me is clean, dry, weatherproof, a.nd ventilated. Each 
adult a.nd every two children under ten yea.rs of age shall be 
provided with 16 aqua.re feet of floor-space. 


