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By-laws of the Taurangri Di&trict .Maori Ooumil, under the 
. Maori.. Oo11ncil& Act, 1900, and the Health. Act, 19'!0, ap
prowd. 

Native Minister's Office, 
Wellington, 1st November, 1921. 

I T is hereby notified that His Exoellenoy the Govemor
General has been pleased to approve of the follo:wing 

by-la~ made by · the Maori Council of the Tanranga Maori 
District, under the provisions of section 16 of the Maori 
Councils Act, 1900. 

J, G. COATES, Minister of Native Affairs. 
Approved. 

JELLICOE, Governor-General. 

THE MAORI COUNCIL OF THE TAURANGA 
MAORI DISTRiar. 

BY-LAWS; 

TllJII Maori Council of the· 'fauranga Maori District, consti
tuted under the Maori Councils Act, I 900, and its amendments, 
and the Public Health Aot, 1920, hereby makes the follo:wing 
by-4ws in lieu of the by-laws published in the New Zealand 
Gau#e dated 18th September, 1902, under and by virtue of 
the said Aots and amendments, suoh by-le.we to oome into 
operation upon approval thereof by the Governor-General 
and the publication of the same in the Gazette and K ahui. 

INT~l'BBTATION. 

In these by-Ia.we, except where inconsistent with the con
text or when otherwise expressly provided, the follo:wing ex
pressions she.II have the :tt1eanings attached thereto:-

,, The said Act " means the Maori Councils Act, 1900, 
and its amendments, and the Public Health Act, 
1920: 

'' The Cmmcil" means the Maori Council of the Taurl!,llge. 
Maori District constituted under the said Acts·: 

" Committee " or " Village Committee " means the Village 
Committee of a. Maori ka.inga., villa.ge, or pa. appointed 
by the Maori Council under the provisions of the sa.id 
Acts: 

"District " mtle.ns the Ta.uranga Maori District pro
claimed by the Govemor:General under the pro
visions of the said · Acts : 

"Native Township" means a township constituted under 
the Native Townships Act, l'895 : · . 

" :j?rescribed " mea.ns prescribed. by rules or regulations 
made under the said Acts or by these by-laws. 

(A.) GBNBBAL PROVISIONS •. 

1: MI deaths shall be notified by the nearest of kin, or in 
bis absence by the owner or occupier of the dwelling where 
death took place, to the nearest Registra.r of Births, Deaths, 
and Marris.gee within thirty-six hours vf des.th. Failure to 
comply shall render the offender liable to a penalty not ex
ceeding £1. 

2. In every case of death, where the deceased has not been 
attended to by a qualified medical practitioner, the Committee 
shall investigate the cironrnstanoes surrounding such death 
with regard to the nature of illness, dura.tion, treatment,· and 
names of persons who treated or were in attendance on 
deceased, and report the results of this investigation to the 
nea.rest Registrar of Maori nirths, Deaths, an.d Marriages. 

3. Human corpses shall be buried, if the death occu~ be
tween the I.5th .da.y of March and the 15th da.y of September 
(both da.ys ~olusive) in any year, within four days after 
death ; and if the death occurs between the 16th da.y of 
September· and the 14th day of March of the. following year 
(both days inclusive), within three days after death, unless 
the Medical Officer of Health or the Director of .Maori Hygiene 
shall otherwise direct. 

4. Where death has occurred from. an infectious disease, 
the corpse shall be buried wi~lµn twenty-four hoµrs after:death. 
The corpse l!hall be remove4 .from the dwelling, tent, hospital, 
or place where death occurred to the cemetery without being 
allowed to ~ in state at any intermediate or village, and. no 
tangi shall be h11ld. . . . 

5. It ~ be th,e duty of the nearest relatJves of the de
ceased, or, in their a bsenoe, of the owner or o,ccupier of the 
ho1188 or premises wherein deceased died, to comply with the 
provisions of by-laws 3. and 4; and all <>r any of them shall 
be deemed guilty of a breach ·thereof· as the Council may 
deem fit, and shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding £5 
for each offence. 

6. No human corpse shall be buried, except with the per
mission of the Council, in any place other than a burial
ground recognized l>y the inhabitants of a Maori kainga., or 
reserved or set apart- by them or some duly constituted 
authority a.a a burial-ground. .. 

7. No human corpse shall be peJ:'D)itted to lie in state in. 
front of any meeting-hou!ltl' or in tile 0d!Jltfard'fniarae)'th~'1 

but may lie in state at··some,othv-'lip91; in the vicinity that 
may be indicated by the Chaimian of the Committee • 

• ~1•:f.; I ~ · ' ;,, ,, ' . .' i ',, ! ';'j '. ', ! ' /•' 
' ,,(.'.B.), Bwµ>Q<G~. ' ' ' '' ; 

8. No person aha.II erect ,a, dwellmghollsli upon 'any site D'ot ~. 
having na.tura.l or a.rtificial 'subsoil drainage sufficient to i>te- i 
vent such site· being dam.pi m: upon any·llitti havin~ matter'· 
thereon which may provefajU:riollil tcnhe health of the OC011"'~ 
pants of such buildings. The ground u1,1derlyhi,g . e~ ', 
dwellinghouse shall be so :tormed 11.nd graded that no· wu;W,·0 

can flow or lodge thereon ot under !"llYpart ,of suoh buij~ ... 
Where the site of an erected dwellinghouse is . colisidered m: · 
jurious to the health of the oc~ts,. the Council: ~y, il~t1' 

the owner or occupier to rem'ove such building to.' a inorf ~ 
healthy site. . .. . ··,." ·. ' <. . ' ' • ·' .. ~ 

9. Every person who shall erect a dwellinghouse shall con
struct every room intended to be used as a living-room 90 
that the same shall be noj; less th.an IHt. 6 in. in height from 
the :floor to the ceiling in every pa.rt ; P1"9vi!ied . that every 
room intended to be used as aforesaid . w:ith. a ,~op,i.uJ · Ill' 
unceilinged roof shall be not less th.&!!,. 9 ft. in height 'from the 
floor to the roof over one~h&lf the · ~uperfioial area of s.uch 
room, and no wall thereof 11hall have a lees height 'tlui.p, .,§ ft. 
before any slope of the roof commencles. . · .· . : 

10. · Every person who shall erect a dwellinghp~ .·s).ia.11 
provide that fgr every sleeping-roo:tn therein there ·~:'!>a 
at least 36 square ieet of floor-spa.oe to each adult ctr e1{!3ry 
two children under· ten yeate of age· sleeping in that. rol>m, 
and there ·shall be a :window-space ·01ear of fra.mes ei,J,qll,} in 
area to at l~t one-tenth 6f the area of the 11.oor. o(llj.ich 
room, ~f which :window-space at least' one-half shaU .~ ~ 
to open. . . .. ,· 

IL Every person who shall erecti a dwellingho,1,),88 .. ~ust 
provide eacfr sleeping-room with a boarded flo!)r 90 tba.t .tlaere 
shall be between tlie underside of every joist, ·111aiiE!, stJ:i!iger, 
and bearer ··on which such fl~r may '.lie laid <!~ supim¥. Jl,Ild 
the upper surface of the gi"?und a. SIJ!l,oe of 4;.in. ~~ . ~ lfl8,llt 
in each part, and he shall cause the area. l.NliQ~ ~oh, noor 
to be thoroughly ventilated.~y some.'~ffeotua.l.m~od,.,, ,·, 

12. In the case of houses already erected the Council may 
require the owner or occupier. :Of.:.any .. dwellinghouse which 
does not comply with Section B, clauses 10 and 11, .to. m&ke 
such alterations or additionii'as maybe deemed n~IISl!,cy; 

13. The Council niay, or sliall if the Medical Officer of Health 
or Director of Me.on Hygiene so directs, or4~r the. l,'8;.n,oyal 
or destruction of ariy building in a dirty anq un-,:hoµiso;me 
state, if i,n its opinion it ~ '¥19uitable .for hun:ian habi~:tipn, 
or if the owner or occupier ~hel'l'Of £ails after duei ~<;>/ice,: to 
clean, renovate, or .himself ~move m; destroy the 11&;me.., 

14. The Chairma.n of the ,Commit~, or any pel'l!Oll '1ul7 
authorized by the Commit~ in tha,~ behalf, may .~ ,n11tice 
in writing direct the owner ,or oocupifll" of any house ,or other 
building in a dirty and uniirhole90me state to .clean .or .oause 
the saine to be cleaned withh.i a time to be speoifuid, in such 
notice. . ' . . . . ' ' . .· .j 

15. Any person refusing Of neglecting to comply with notice 
for removals, alte~tions, or, cleaning .. under els.uses 8, 10; :n, 
12, 13, .a,nd 14 shall be Iio,hle to a fine not exceeding £1' lfor 
the first offence and. £5 for .eyery subsequent. offence,. and: in 
the case of persistent refusal.or neglect to comply, the . Co'm
mittee may order the work to be done. Any. costs meW'red 
by the ·Committee in and a bout such removal11,'.a;ltetatilins, 
or cleanings shall be a debt. .due to the Committee,, reoofer
able. as liquida.ted , damages by process in .a Magistrate's 
(ilourt.. . . . . ... , . , .... 

16. The Committee may, in its discretion; ea.iie' eli mod'iff 
the application of the foregoing .. clauaea 8, 12, 13, and 14 in 
the case of any old, ill, or feeble person occuP,ying any !!\!Ch 
buildings as afi>res&id, so tliat such ·_clauses. ~hal!, »o)i;; ~ 
heavily on such pe1:9on. The C~a~an of. tlte C!)i:maj,~ 
shall' report the .case and all the Cll'Oumstances to th,e,~
man of the Council, wherel!pon th~: Council· shall .cg:psjger 
such ca.se and decide. whether.it shall !levote pa,rt of J~~da 
towards cleaning and otherwise improving tb,e ,d:w;e)ijnpr of 
snch sick, old, or.feeble persons. . . ; , . n The owner or:occupie{pf a !J.~ilingho~ shall beheld 
responsible for. , preyenting . lllOre p,e.rsons sleeping in · any 
room thereof than .are allo'!ed by t4~. floor-space laid. dO'.Wll 
in clause 10. Failure to coi;nply wi:t!i this s:h.all render him 
liable to a penalty npt exceeding 5s. ~o.r a first offence andiilot 
exceeding ~Os •. for eyery subsequent offence. , l 

. Moyab'Je and T~mporari/DwtJJ,inqll, 
., ,, 

18, Every person who shall own or, occupy. tempora.ril:f a 
tent, shed, whare, or.similar.structure shall be-responsi:ble tf/;at 
the same is clean, dry, weatherproo:f, .. and ventilate<}.;'' E!!,i:ih 
adult a.nd evecy two children. under ten yeare of age shali1 l>e 
provided with 16 square feet of floor-space. · · , . ti 


