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Dealing with the four metropolitan areas only, it is found tha.t tbe inolusion of the suburban portions lowers the death• 
rate at Wellington and Christchurch. Death-rate per 1,000 of Population. 

Auckland City . • 0·72 
Auckland Metropolitan Area •• 
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1W-ellington Metropolitan Area 

Chrinohuroh City • • • • 
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Dunedin City •• 
Dunedin Metropolitan Area • • . . I 

Including the suburban portions, the rate at Dunedin is the highest and at Wellington the lowest. 
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Compared with February, 1917, 1918, and 1919, the results are- 1917. 1918, 1919. 1920. 
Auokland Metropolitan Area 0·80 0•64 0·64 0·73 
Wellington Metropolitan Area 0·70 0·83 o-112 0·68 
Christohuroh Metropolitan Area . . 0•78 0·60 0·61 0·69 
Dunedin Metropolitan Ares 0·95 0·74 0·74 0·87 

The total births registered for the four metropolitan areaa amounted to 734, as against 893 in January-a decrease 
of 1119. The deaths in February were 306-a decrease of 29 as oompa,red with the previous month. Of the total deaths 
males contributed 167, females 139. Forty-five of the deaths wero of ohildren under five years of age, being 14·71 per 
oent. of the whole number. Thirty-four of these were under one year of age. 

The following table shows the death& in various age-groups ooourring in the four metropolitan and total of nine suburban 
areas during the month of February, 1920 :-
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Un own or not stated 71[-i- _ .. 1-·· ._ .. 1 " ___ , ______ 
Totals .. .. 37 31 351351 34 29 50i 40 217 179 

The deaths of 1118 per~ons of 65 years aod apwards ·were registered for the four metropolitan and nine suburban 
areas during &he monUI of Februa.ry, 1920, a.s against 153 in the previous mon,h. The following table •hows the 
olasslfioa.tion :-
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