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Notice under Section 25 of the Shop., and Offices Act cancelling 
N ot'ice fixing Cl08ing.hour. of Booksellers' and N ews.agent.' 
Shop8 in the City of Nelson. 

W HEREAS a requisition in writing, signed by a majority 
of the occupiers of all the booksellers' and news· agents' 

shops in the City of Nelson, has been forwarded to nw, 
desiring that the notice gazetted on the 4th day of March, 
1909, fixing the closing. hours of booksellers' and news·agents' 
shops in the City of Nelson be cancelled: 

And whereas the Kelson City Council has certified that the 
signatures to sueh req uiHition represent a majm'ity of the 
occupiers of all the booksellers' and news· agents' shops 
within the Citv of Nelson: 

Now, therefore, 1, William Ferguson Massey, Minister of 
Labour, in pursuance of section 25 of the Shops and Offices 
Act, 1908, do hereby direct that on and after the 25th day of 
February, 1918, such notice shall be cancelled accordingly. 

Dated at Wellingt,on this 19th day of February, H1l8. 

W. F. MASSEY, 
1\[inist<'r of Lah"ur. 

War Regulations Act, 1914.-Appointment of Military 
Authority. 

Office of the Minister of Defence, 
Wellington, nh .January, 1918. 

I .JAMES ALLEN, ~[inister of Dcfcm'c for t),,· Dominion 
, of New Zealand, in pursuance of the authority con· 

ferred upon me by an Order in Council marIe on the ten th 
day of November, 1914, and published in thc Scu' Zealand 
Gazette on the same day, do herehy appoint the 1I111lernlPn· 
tioned military officer as a "Military Authority" for the 
purpose of the regulations made by the said Order in Council ; 
and declare that the Military Authority", 8ppoint('d shall 
p.xerdse jurisdietion and authority aR RIWh t,hl'uughout New 
Zealand:-

Colonel CEORGE JOHN HMITH, Commander of the .Mo~t 
Excellent Order of the British Empire (Commander, 
Canterbury Infant,ry Brigade). 

,J, ALLEN, 
Minister of Defence. 

Deparhnent of Dpfpnee, 
Wellington, :IOth ,January, 1918. 

H IS Excellency the Governor·General has approved of 
the dismissal of the undermentioned member of the 

Territorial Force from the N.Z. Defence Forces. under scc:tion 
6 (b), Defence Act. 1909, he having been convicted by tho 
Civil power :-

10/2871, Private JOSEPH JOHNSON, 11th (North Auck. 
land) Mounted Rifles. 

Dated 18th January, 1918. J. ALLEN, 
Minister of Defence. 

Award of r!olanial Auxiliary Forces Officers' Decoration. 

Department of Defence. 
Wellington, 13th :February. 1918. 

H IS Excellency the Governor·General has been pleased to. 
approve of the award of the Colonial Anxiliary ForcoH 

Officers' Deooration to 

The Reverend REGINALD HERMON, Chaplain to the 
Forces, 2nd Class, N.Z. Chaplains Department, 

he having a total commissioned scrvicc to the Hlth January, 
1918, entitling him thereto, of twenty years and twenty·nine 
days. 

J, ALLEN, 
Minister of Defence. 

Protective Apparatu8 on Ve88el" aga.inst "Ilines. 

Wellington, 14th Fphruary, 1918. 

T HE Marine Department is advised that the Admiralty 
intend to apply the provisions of the Defence of the 

Realm Regulation No. :37 (0) to British ships of Dominion 
registry which visit the United Kingdom, and which have "
mean loalle.! draught of not less than tweh'e feet. 

The general effect of this decision is that-
(a.) Such vessels as are ment.ioned above must, on next 

arrival in the Uniteel Kingdom, llP fittt·<! wit,h tl,,' 
HOtter" protective gear; 

(b,) Their crews must be properly instructed in its use; 
(c.) 'rhe master of a vessel so fitted is responsible, under 

the Defence of the Realm Regulations, that t,he 
apparatus is always in good order, and that it i,; 
efficiently used at such times and in such areas as 
the Admiralty may direct. 

Owners concerned should communicate with .Me8sr8. 
Vickers (Limited), Broadway, Westminster, London S. W., 
with a view t,o arranging for the necessary gear to he fitt-ed 
on each ship's next visit to the United Kingdom. 

THOMAS M. WILFORD, 
Minister of Marine. 

H ector Observatory Bulletin 9.-0ccultation of a Star bll the 
l'lan~t Venu8. 

Hector Observatory, 
Wellington, N.Z., 18th February, 1918. 

T HE following information of an occultation of a star 
hy t,he planet Venns has been supplied by the Hon. 

ticcrctary of the Leeds Astronomical ~ociety, Private Arthur 
Burnet, of the British Expeditionary Forees, France :-

., The star is No. 28!)5 in t.he Cape Catalogue (1900) = 
7 Aquarii, magnitude 5·7. Its position reduced to 1918, 
March 2, is R.A. 20 h. ;;2 m, 28·97 s, ded. 10° 0' 4;;" 
south. 

" The planet is almost stationary in RA. at the timf', 
and the chord of occultation lies along the western 
lim h After making the necessary corrections for 
parallax, I get an oceultation beginning in New Zealand 
at 4 h. 25 m. G.-'1..T., and ending at .5 h. 48 m. U.-'1..T." 

The New Zealand times of beginning and ending are reo 
speetively 1918, Mareh 3, 3 h. 5,; m. a.m., and :March 3, 
5 h. 18 m. a.m. 

At Wellington t.he sun rises at ii h. 32 m. on :March :I. 
The moon is nincteon days old, and rises on )[arc h 2 at 8 p.m., 
and scts on Mareh 3 at 10 h. '27 m. a.m. Venus is 10° aboye 
the horizon at the beginning of the occultation, and is 2;;-' 
abm'e the horizon at the ending. 

Observers who require accurate time for checking their 
chronometers arc asked to communicate with the Observatory, 
so that suitable arrangements for this purpose may be made. 
H is highly dl>sirable that careful observations should 
be made, both visually and photographically, to check 
tllP l'redided tinH'S of the beginning and the ending of the 
occultation. 

C. E. ADAMS, 
Government Astronomer. 

Pnbric Service Stores Tender Board.-Frupply a.nd Delivery 
of Store8. 

Wellington, 14th February. 1918. 

T ENDERS will be received at the office of the Chairman, 
. General Post Office, Wellington, not alter than 4 p.m, 

on Monday, the 11th March, 1918, for the supply and delivery 
of 10,000 arm·combiners and 4,000 ironbark blocks. 

Particulars and conditions of tendering may be ohtained 
at tho office of the Controller of Stores, Post and Telegraph 
Department, Wellingt.on; the District Storekeeper, Post ancl 
Telegraph Department, Christchurch: or at the offices of 
the Telegraph Engineers at Auckland and Dunedin. 

J. ORCHIS TON, 
Chairman. 

O{fic;",ing .llillisters (or 1918.-Nolice No. D. 

Registrar·Genersl'.Olliee. 
Wellington, 19th February, 1~18. 

PURSUANT to the provisions of the Marriage Act, 
1908, the following names of Offioiating Ministers 

within the me"ning of the ."id Act are pnblished for f,lener,,) 
informR.tion :-

Presbyterian Church of New Zealand, 
Mr. JOHN LANG. 

Congregational Independents. 
The Reverend THOMAS WILSON POTTS. 

Waihi Spil'ltllalist Society. 
Mr. HENRY ALFRED DRUMMOND ANDERSON. 

w. W. COOK, 
Registrar-General 


