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'fABLE showing the Causes of the' Deaths of Persons at the Four i\Letropolit.an Areas, and Tolal for Nine Suhurban Areas, 
registered during the Year 1917-continued. 
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Commencing with Janua,ry, 1917, a new system of collection of monthly vital statistics was inaugurated. Metropolitan 
areas have been creatcd at each of the four chief centres, and suburban areas at nine of the more important secondary centres. 
Each area includes, in addition to the ccntral boroughs, a considerable non.municipalized area adjacent to and contingent 
on the centre, 

An objection to the old system of publishing statistics for municipal areas only was that these were constantly being 
extended or otherwise altered, and no proper comparison could be madc between one period and anothcr, and no satisfactory 
record kept of the social condition and progress of the community. The creation of fairly extensive areas fixed for a 
long period will remoy" the"" disabilities. There was also the consideration that the populations of the various boroughs 
used in the old system were too small to give any satisfact{)ry periodic comparison, especially when the period treated 

'was only one month. The new system considers only the central borough of the metropolitan or suburban area, the 
remainder of that area, and the total. 

The popUlations of these areas at the census of October, 1916, were as follow:-
Auckland Metropolitan Area 133,712 Wanganui Suburban Area 
Wellington Metropolitan Area 95,235 Palmerston North Suburban Area .. 
Chl'is.tchurch Metropolitan Area 92,733 Nelson Suburban Area 
Dunedin Metropolitan Area 68,716 Grey Valley Boroughs Suburban Area 
Gisborne Suburban Area 12,660 Timaru Suburban Area .. 
Napier Suburban Area .. 15,131 Jnvereargill Suburban Area 
New Plymouth Suburban Area 9,795 
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17,862 

The rotal population covered by the present investig~tions therefore amounts to 511,418 persons, or a little less than 
one·half the population of the Dominion at the census of 1916 (excluding Maoris and the residents of Cook and other Paoific 
islands). 


