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Wytschaete, in which the troops of the various Dominions took so large a
part, give assurance that in whatever further tasks may be allotted to them
they will not fail. All New Zealand has been stirred by the story of the
capture of Messines by the brave men who left our own shores.

In the early part of the present year Germany adopted a policy of
unrestricted and indiscriminate submarine warfare. The development has
failed in its principal object of reducing Great Britain and France to
submission by starvation ; but the large addition to the number of German
submarines has increased the danger to shipping and the number of
losses, with the result that the Imperial Government has found it necessary
to requlsltlon for Imperial necessities ships formerly exclusively engaged
in the carriage of produce from the Dominions to the Mother-country.
The consequent reduetion of the ordinary facilities for export of
New Zealand produce, especially frozen meat, wool, butter, and cheese,
has occasioned inconvenience and anxiety, and has been the subject of
constant communication between my Ministers and the Imperial Govern-
ment. It is impossible to forecast the tonnage which will be available for
New Zealand. exports, but there is reason to hope that the position may
prove more satisfactory than was at one time anticipated.

In common with every other part of the Empire, this Dominion is
deeply impressed by and grateful for the determination of the great English-
speaking people of the West to assist the cause of freedom and right. It
would be difficult to measure the material, financial, and moral support
which the United . syaiready prov1ded and will provide in the
future. :
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your deliberations simplified and facilitated by the experience they have
gained not only in Great Britain but at the seat of war on the Western
front.

MR. SPEAKER, AND GENTLEMEN OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,—

You will find in the Public Accounts of the past year and the estimates
for the present year proof that economy has been, and is being, exercised in

®every Department of the State.

The war expenses must of necessity increase, but this increased
expenditure is essential to give effect to our determination that New
Zealand shall bear her full part until victory is gained. In the present
session you will be asked to determine what part of those expenses shall be
met by loan raised within the Dominion.

HoNOURABLE GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, AND (FENTLEMEN OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,—

The existence of a National Government prohibits the inclusion in the
programme of legislation to be proposed to you by my Ministers of any
measures other than such as are necessary to enable our country to carry
out its obligation to assist in bringing the war to an early and successful
conclusion. You will therefore be invited to devote your attention to
legislation dealing with the present emergencies of this Dominion and of
the Empire as a whole, and the provision of means to meet our financial
obligations.

I trust that Divine Providence may guide your deliberations to the
advantage of our Sovereign, of his Empire, and of this Dominion.

By Authority : Marcus F. Marks, Government Printer, Wellington.






