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The number of wOl'ds in t,hc reque~t and reply is not to exceed 
twentv-four. If roquired, the me~Rage m:),y be made urgent. at 
double the abow !'ate and coded OT or VOT, as the ease may 
be, t.he inst,ruetions "Reply paid, weather," being inserted in the 
original message. 

68. Government and public-service telegrams shall be prepaid 
11l stamps, with the following exceptio!ls;,--

(1.) Telegrams from His Excellency the Governor; 
(2.) Telegrams from any of His Majesty's Ministel's; 
(3.) And others as set out. in the Official CorrespondelHe List 

published annually. 
69. Telegrams forwarded by or on behalf of His Excellenc." 

the Governor or any of His Majesty's Ministers must be marked 
"Official paid, Government House," or ,. Official paid IName of 
the Minister's office]," as the case may be; or franked by the 
signature, or a fac·simile thereof, of His Exeellenr,y, or t,he 
Minister, or of any officer to be designated by Hic ]1~x('.cllelw)· or 
by sueh Minist.er as 1 he ("a.;o may be, in the space provided for 
" Instructions," (Se~ Offir,ial Correspondence List.) The envelope 
superscribed "Telegram for transmission," or any ot.her envelope 
used £01' enclosing telegrams, must be atfixed to the back of the 
relative telegram 

70. All other Government telegrams, and public-service t.ele
grams from local bodies and from the Bank of New Zealand, 
shall be paid for bv means of ,. offkial" st.amps to be affixed 
to the telegrams before presentat.ion. 

71. "Collect" telegrams sent by or addressed to Government 
Departments must be delivered, and an acknowledgment of the 
sum due obtained on a form provided for the purpose; t,he 
amount to be subsequently claimed by the Post Office. 

72. "Collect" telegrams on public. business which may have 
been accepted, addressed to His Excellency the Governor or to 
His Majesty's Ministers, must be delivered in the ordinary course; 
the envelopes to be marked "Official," and initialled by His 
Excellency, or the Minister, or bv an official designated by 
His Excellency or by snch Min:ster fiR the casc Illav be, and then 
handed to the message-boy delivering the telegram. 

73. G.overnment and public. - service telegrams not complying 
with these regulations mf1? be refused transmission. 

74. The special stamps in use by the Government Insurance 
Department may be used in prepa.\'ment of telegrams 0]' bureau 
{'.ommunications on Government Insurance business. 

75. In lieu of prepayment of telegrams by ltdhesive 'official ' 
or Government Insuran ce stamps, the charge may be indicated 
by an imprint made by an.\' autolllatie stamping and recording 
machine of which the use is sanctioned by the Postmaster
General. The use of such machines shall be subject to such 
conditions as the Postmaster-General may prescribe in eaeh case. 

76. Sen"ice telegrlms must. only be used by officers on the 
business of the Department" except when sent. by t.hose officers 
of the Post and Telegraph Corps who are authorized to com
municate with one another by service telegram on the business 
of the corps. When communicating with or on bU8iness of 
other Departments th" telegrams must be either prepaid or 
eoded and sent as GMs. Received STs must be written with 
a soft black-lead pencil. The writing of a false or bogus ST 
is a very serious offence, punishable with dismissal. The sending 
of an ST on telegraph or postal business is absolutely forbidden 
to any officer not specially deputed by a Telegraph Engineer, 
Superintendent, a. Chief Postmaster, or a Postmaster to send 
such telegrams. 
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