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The month of March was rather an unsettled one, especially in the North Island, where, in consequence, most places
reported a total rainfall considerably above the average. In the South Island, although dull and threatening conditions
were frequent, days with heavy. rain were not so numerous, and the total was generally below the mean. The west coast
portion showed the greater deficiency, as there fine weather was the predominating feature.

On the 4th good general rains accompanied a depression of a cyclonic type, the central region of which travelled across
the South Island. ’

During the night of the 10th a small secondary “ low ’
rarapa, Wellington, and Marlborough districts.

From the 18th to the 25tha persistent low-pressure area held sway northwards of the Dominion, and continuous unsettled
and at times stormy conditions prevailed in the North Island and in the north-east portion of the South. Easterly to south-
easterly winds prevailed, and considerable rain fell during this period. Muny stations in the northern districts recorded over

2 iqches on both the 19th and 20th. The observer at Waihi, for the six days 17th to 22nd, measured 17-44 inches, 7-18 inches
falling on the 18th.

Between the 27th and 31st a reversal of atmospheric conditions to the above was experienced, the ““low > being to the
southwards and bringing strong westerly winds generally, and rain in the west coast and southern districts of the South Island.

. During the month two intense storms prevailed in higher latitudes—viz., between the 6th and 11th, and (as above men-
tioned) from the 27th to the end of the month, and both were responsible for strong westerly winds.

D. C. BATES, Director.

’ passing through Cook Strait accounted for heavy rain in the Wai-




