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2. With regard to pupils and others who are candidates for certificates
of proficiency or competency, the Inspector may determine the qualifications
of the candidates in one or other of the following methods: (a) Accept, in
whole or in part, the head teacher’s report, or the results of the head teacher’s
examination, or the records of the school, as sufficient evidence that a candi-
date has reached the required standard of attainments; or (b) examine such
candidates at the time of the visit of which notice has been given in accord-
ance with clause 1, or at the time of any other visit; or (c) arrange to hold
a central examination for all such candidates from places within a con-
venient radius, due notice of such examination being given (this examina-
tion is not to be regarded as a special examination within the meaning of
clause 5); or (d) if these methods of determining the qualifications of a
candidate be found to be impracticable, the Inspector may accept, in whole
or in part, the results of any other suitable examination held by the Education
Department, an Education Board, or other recognized authority, as evi-
dence of the pupil’s fitness to receive a certificate of proficiency ; and he
shall give certificates of proficiency accordingly to all candidates that in
his opinion qualify therefor in any of the four ways above mentioned.

3. Immediately on receipt of the notice of the Inspector’s visit pro-
vided for in clause 1, the head teacher shall post for public information, in &
conspicuous place on the school premises, a notice that such visit is about to
be made, and shall call the attention of the children thereto. The parent of
any child of school age, or on the roll of any school, who wishes such child to
obtain a certificate of competency other than a certificate of competency in
S6 must give notice of his desire in writing to the head teacher at least three
days before such visit; this notice must state on which of the grounds
named in clause 1 the parent wishes such certificate to be granted.

The Inspector may, if he see cause, refuse to examine for a certificate of
competency any child on the roll of a public school who has not been in-
structed for at least six months in the work of the standard to which such
certificate refers, or in the work of a higher standard ; or any candidate who
has failed to reach the required standard at an examination held by an
Inspector during the previous three months; or any candidate in whose
case he is not satisfied of the existence of one of the grounds named in
clause 1 hereof.

Nothing in this regulation shall prevent the Inspector from accepting at
any time the results of a head teacher’s examination or the records of a school
as sufficient evidence that a child has reached a certain standard of educa-
tion, and giving his certificate accordingly, whether such child be still on the
school roll or not.

The head teacher shall, on the day of the visit above referred to, hand to
the Inspector lists in duplicate of those on behalf of whom notice has been
given to him of the desire to obtain such certificates of competency. These
lists shall be written on forms provided by the Department.

4. Any candidate for a certificate of proficiency or competency who is
not of school age and is not on the roll of any school must give notice in the
manner prescribed in clause 3 hereof.

SPECIAL AND CENTRAL EXAMINATIONS.

5. The Inspector may also hold special examinations of candidates,
whether of school age or not, for certificates of competency or for certificates
of proficiency at any place and time that may seem fit to him, and may
require candidates for such special examinations to give fourteen days’ notice
of their intention to be examined.

ForM oF CERTIFICATES.

6. (i.) All certificates, whether -of competency or of proficiency, shall be
on forms issued by the Department, and shall be signed by an Inspector of
Schools, or by the Director of Education or by the Secretary of an Education
Board, in accordance with information furnished by an Inspector.

(ii.) No certificate of proficiency or of competency shall be issued except
in accordance with the foregoing clauses 1 and 2 hereof.

J. ¥. ANDREWS,
Clerk of the Executive Council.
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