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King's Regulations respecting Foreign Orders and Medals. 

Department of Internal Affairs, 
Wellington, 7th August, 1914. 

T HE following despatch (with enclosures), received from 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, is pu blishcd for 

general information. 
H. D. BELL, 

Minister of Internal Affairs. 

Copy.-709/14. 

(New Zealand.-No. 250.) 
Downing Street, 12th June, 1914. 

MY LORD,-With reference to my despatch, No. 192, of the 
2nd of June, 1911, I have the honour to transmit to Your 
Excellency, for the information of your Ministers, copies of 
new regulations respecting foreign orders and medals, which 
have recently received His Majesty's approval. 

I have, &c., 
L. HARCOURT, 

Governor His Excellency the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Liverpool, K.C.M.G., &c. 

A. 
REGULATIONS RESPECTING FOREIGN ORDERS AND MEDALS 

APPLICABLE TO PERSONS IN THE SERVICE 0~" THE CROWN. 

Orders. 
1. IT is the King's wish that no subject of His Majesty in the 
Service of the Crown shall accept and wear the Insignia of any 
Foreign Order without having previously obtained His 
Majesty's permission to do so, signified either: 

(a.) By Warrant under the Royal Sign-Manual, or 
(b.) By private permission conveyed through His Majesty's 

Private Secretary. 
2. Permission given by Warrant under the Royal Sign

Manual will enable the Insignia of the Foreign Order to he 
worn at all times and without any restriction. 

Private permission will only enable the Insignia to he worn 
on the occasions specified in the terms of the letter from the 
King's Private Secretary conveying the Royal sanction. 

3. Full and unrestricted permission by Warrant under the 
Royal Sign-Manual is contemplated in the following ca,cs :

For a Decoration conferred-
On an Officer in His Majesty's Naval or ]Wi!ita,y Forces lent 

to a Foreign Government; on an Officer in His Majesty's 
Naval or Military Forces attached by his Government to a 
Foreign Navy or Army during hostilities ; or on any British 
Official lent to a Foreign Government and not in receipt of 
any emoluments from British public funds dur;ng the period 
of such loan. 

4. Private or restricted permission is contempla,cd for 
Decorations which have been conferred in recognition of 
personal attention to the Head of a Foreign State, and which 
are therefore of a more or less complimentary chara':ter, an<l 
will, as a rule, only he given on exceptional occasions when 
in the public interest and for political reasons it is deeme<l 
expedient that the gcceptance of a l<'orcign Decoration should 
not he declined. Private permission will generally he given 
in the following cases :-

For a Decoration conferred-
{!.) On British Ambassadors or Ministers abroad when the 

King pays a State visit to the country to which they are 
accredited ; 

(Note.-A State visit is defined as one on which the King 
is accompanied by a Minister or High Official in attendance.) 

(2.) On Members of Deputations of British Regiments to 
Foreign Heads of States; 

(3.) On Members of Special Missions when the King is 
represented at a Foreign Coronation, Wedding, or Funeral: 
o· on anv Diplo-natic Representative when specially accrodited 
Io a.en·•• ynt. His :'.l.1ajesty on such occasions ; and such Mem-
1 • • o.f J,.,!., c.;+a,q:- n;ri.o a .... ~ ·_,ally a~tend the ceremonies in their 
o.:-n._.:~t.· ~ r~ 

(4.) 1 in n. .-, cvi:1 1r· 1 ·- a"~ _.-\_ftn,"'l"'C~ onh, aft.p1• ro11nlAtion 
of fi--e ··,,a· ' a 'he -o t to which they a . ., a'"lpo'n'ed 
in tha• (a,·a. -it.v. 

5,,PJ."i.vate o; r3'5trirted pe-rml ~~10n will ._.,of l-e i._rjycn to
(].) British Ambas0 adors or Miuistprs alwoad when lca-:in7: 
(2.) Members of British Missions announcing the Accession 

of a Sovereign ; 
(3.) British Officers attending- Foreiµ-n Mancenvres; 
(4.) Naval Officers of British Squadrons visiting Pmeign 

Water.-;. 
6. The desire of the Head of a Foreign State to confer upon 

a British subject in the Service of the Crown the ,Insignia of 
an Order must he notified to His Majesty's Principal Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs either through the British Diplo-

matic Representative accredited to the Head of the Foreign 
State, or through his Diplomatic Representative at the Court 
of St. James. 

i. When His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs shall have taken the King's pleasure on any 
such application, and shall have obtained His :Majesty's 
permission for the person in whose favour it has been made to 
wear the Insignia of a Foreign Order, he shall signify the same 
to His :Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, in order that he may cause a Warrant, if it he 
a case for the issue of a Warrant as defined in Rule 2, to he 
prepared for the Royal Sign-Manual. 

When such Warrant shall have been signed by the King, 
a notification thereof shall be inserted in the "Gazette," 
stating the service for which the Foreign Order has been 
conferred. 

Persons in whose favour such Warrants Me issued will he 
required to pay to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State 
for the Home Department a stamp duty of IOs. 

8. The Warrant signifying His Majesty's permission may, 
at the request and at the expense of the person who has 
obtained it, he registered in the College of Arms. Every such 
Warrant as aforesaid shall contain a clause providing that 
His Majesty's licence and permission does not authorize the 
assumption of any style, appellation, rank, precedence, or 
privilege appertaining to a Kinght Bachelor of His Majesty's 
Realms. 

!l. When a British subject in the Service of the Crown has 
received the Royal permission, full or private, to accept and 
wear the Decoration of a Foreign Order, he will not he allowed 
to accept and wear the Decoration of a higher class of tho 
same Order without His Majesty's approval, whi.ch will only 
be given if the higher honour is being conferrr·d in circum
stances contemplated hy these Regulations. 

Medals. 

l 0. Medals which constitute a particular class of a Foreign 
Order are subject in all respects to the Regulations in the 
same manner as higher grades of the Order, except that 
permission to wear will be given by Letter and not by Royal 
Warrant. 

l L The Kin.g's unrestricted permission to accept and wear 
a Foreign Medal will only be given in the case of a Foreign 
Medal conferred by the Head or Government of a I<oreign 
State fot· saving or attempting to save life at sea or on land. 

12. The Kin_'.;'s unrestricted perinission to accept and wear 
a Foreign War Medal will only be given to {l) Officers of His 
}fajesty's Military or Naval Porccs if serving with a Foreign 
Army or Navy with His Majesty's licence, and (2) Military or 
NaYal Attaches or other Officers officially attached to Foreign 
Armies or Na vies during hostilities. 

13. In exceptional cases, when for special reasons it is 
deemed expedient that the acceptance of the Medal should 
not he declined, His :1-Iajesty will grant restricted permission. 
Such cases will be judged on their merits, and the circumstances 
in which the Medal may be worn will he specified in the Letter 
conveying His Majesty's permission. 

14. The term "person in the Service of the Crown" includes 
persons in receipt of a salary or pension from Public Funds, 
or holding a Royal Commission in any part of His Majesty's 
Dominions, Protectorates, or Possessions. 

15. Ladies are subject to the Regulations in all respects in 
the same manner as men. 

Foreign Office, March 10, 1914, 

B. 
REGULATIONS RESPECTING FOREIGN ORDERS AND MEDALS 

APPLICABLE To PERSONS NOT IN THE SERVICE m' 'rH1r. 
CROWN. 

Orders. 

1. IT is the King's wish that no subject of Hi~ Majesty shall 
wear the Insignia of any Foreign Order without having 
previously obtained His :Majesty's permission to do so, signi
fied either : 

(a.) By Warrant under the Royal Sign-Manual, or 
(b.) By private permission conveyed through His Majesty's 

P-ri•a/c Secreta.:-""v. 
2. Permission !liven by Wa·•ant under the Royal Sign

Mawal. will ena.hle the Insignia, of the Foreign Order to -he 
wom at, all times and without any restriction. 

Private permission will only enable the Insignia to be worn 
on the occasions specified in the terms of the letter from the 
King;'s Private Secretary conveying the Royal sanction. 

:l. The full and unrestricted permission by Warrant under 
the Royal Sign-Manual is designed to meet cases where the 
Decoration may he said to have been earned by some valuable 
service rendered to the Head of the State conferring it, or to 
the State itself. Application will he made to His Majesty for 
full permission by His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State 


