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should with energy address itself to the tazk of laying
such foundations for the collection of an adequate re-
venue as may enable it with confidence to lock for aid
from the British Parliament.

In point of abstract justice I can see no objection to
requiring the Native populationto contribute their fair
proportion to the revenue. They are now very gene-
rally acquiting much valuable property ; they are se
cured Ly the Government in the possession of their
lands ; they are beginning to feel the advantages of
secarity ol life and pmpeﬂ), which they have never
hitherto known: and it is difficult to see why they
should not he required to pay, as they are well ablc to
do, for udvantages which if not afforded to them, they

must necessarily retrograde iuto their former state of

bartarisin.

With regard to the second class of 1.ws to which I
propose to ditcct your attention, namely, thosa which
relete to the extension of a prompt and vigorous admi
vistration of Juetice oxcr as large a portien as practira-
ble of this territory, it must Le couceded that there
probally, (looking to the native population ac well .
to the dispersed nature, character. and purcnita of a
yortion of the European populationj, never caisted o
country or circumstances whicl required that the ad-
ninis ration of Justice shouid e more prempt and
vigorous than in New Zealand; vet. owing o the ve-
culiar character of some ot the local cnactuments which
affect Her Majesty's subicots of both races, 1 doubt it
there is in any portion of the British posscssions, in
which the adninistraticn of justice is so fechble, indeed,

wight say so impracticable. You will, therefore, 1
trust, consider, that you have no more iriportant and
pressing dut; to pertorm than to recousider the various
Ordinances to which | allude, to dctermine what pur-

tion ol those powerswhich vre greucvilly regparded as of

right belonging to a Justice of the 'eace shouid In res-
tored to the Magistrates of this tervitory: what steps
chould bLe taken for remedying the defects which have
been found to exist in the ‘- Native Exemption Ordi-
nance,” and whether any. or vhat, modifications can
be advantageously introduced e the varions Rules
which regulate the practice of out ioeel Courts.

Sowe remedy must certnnly be promptly syplied to
the evits which exist. 1 have -directed that severil
weasures, which I renst vill finve this eflect, <hould be
prepared tor your consideration. L chall be glad if you
can give these measures a more pertect form than that
in which they will be laid before vou: or :f'you can de-
vise othe.s better calculated to meet the important ends
conternylated.

I have directed thet a Desyuteh from the Secretay of
State shiould be laid beture vou. which relates to three
tacul Ordinances. u which L am #% .at to propose va.
rious ami ndments tor your -dantion.

‘The wost importaut mes-ures relating to the Naw
tives which (s my sutention io sub et o voeu, have
for ther obiect the imtroduction m o this conntry of
such wodifications of the British Law as appear
adapted to the preseut state of the Matnve porulation
aud at the same e cetenlated to ac isom thom
by degtees o take an wetive part o the adminis-
tration of the Jaws of their country *—a great step in
advance which, if it car be made, appeirs ro me meve
likely thas any other e aequaintel witk, to artacs
themy, by the ties of inverest and i sere ¢ bonedits re.
ceived, tn those Institutions which we have introduced
amwongst then:.

Alicady some progress has-been rezentiy mle i the
attairnent of this ol ject, as the Natives wher wmploy ail
in the 'olice Foree, and paid. fed, ond clothed o sli
vespects in the same manner as Europeany, have not
oy piroved active and valuable constables, bt hve so
cuutpietely emancipsted theziselves frum their tornier
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prejudices as not to hesitate to assist in the approhensions
of offenders of their awn race, whatever might be their
rank or iutluence.

1 shall also recommend to your consideration mea-
sures which will secure to the Natives the expenditure
for their advantage of a fair share of the proportionate
ampunt which they contribute to the revenue; either
for the support of hospitals, the education of orphan
children, or for pnrposes of a similar character. And

above all, 1 frust, that you may be able to devisc some’

means which will prevent Furopean fathers frowm aban-
dyning, and leaving in a state of destitution and misery,
famnilies of chiidreu whom they may have had by mothicis
of the native race

The latest accunnis which have reached me frem
the porthern and southern portions of this Islaud, in
which distinbances hiave atvarious tes prevailed,
are of the mo-t satisfactory character; but [ s ust
confess that 1) in my owi nnnd, atiach vow but com-
parativeiy litthe importance o these disturbances.
What can be efiecced i thes coantry by the gallautiy
olthe stiicersaud men,compusiug Her Majesty's forces
has now heen fuliy evinced upou many veczsons; i
has also Leen a cenzned that the setilers are wilhug

and able (tavr beyord whitt had expected) to protect

their Lomes aud familics and todnve off an invadiug .

foe: aud shove all we baveiu every instance found
that the groat wass of the vative population, have
uot only iuvariably declared themsclves upon the side
of the Governmeny, 1ot have also by their serviees iu
the fickd given practica: proof of the sincerivy of their
declaratims and ot their warm attachioent to the
RBritish race. Undoubtedly *hiey have always shewn
an anxiety that the lueal Government should evincee
Ly the strength of the Farce atits disposal, that it had
the means of'securing the permanent tranguiliy of

the tountry and ol assuring the vithmute safety of -

those 1riiies who might come forward upoo the side
of good order; but it was nutto be expected that tribes
Just emerging from a state of barbarism, subjected
1o varons prejudices and drcading the animosity of
their own excited conntrymen would hesiate to com-

{ it thamselves against those cinels whose  naimes
liave been for years a terror to thie country, uuless -

they saw that the Geverument was detcrmived e
support them, and that it Bad a0 its disposal a foree
which would euable it o give etfect to thuse derer-
minatious.

Tn conclusion I niust cungratuiate yoursel}es and the

iz habitants of the Colony geacrdly upon the compara-
tive prosperity which provails thruughout these Lalands,
a prosperity  which has 1ot onjy ameliorated the cone
dition of Her Midesty’s subjects of Luropean descent,
Gt kool hasalso produced a marked iutiuence wpen
x"-p netve population, who are now not suly in many

stanees pursuing Drproved nodes off dg,llcdlr\ll‘(, but
pre adso growing g gtaniities ol grain tor their own
.,(‘AA\JHI])UU" and for sale to the Buropeans. I can ouly
trust that during the intervel whieh must elapse ere the

eoia fanof thc Colory i+ entrusted w other hands, .

ceed in premoting this dawning prosperity,
nolaying tie Covidition ol lavs and instiutions
i hay 'v oul_n suflice for the present craergency,
vl by teiet o the permanent and enduring weltare of
this conntry.

(Signed)
G. GREY.
Coune 1 Chambor,
Suckianl, Qet, 5th, 1846,

\ubL and ;= ’vimed bv JouN WittmaysoNn. fur the
New Zealand Govermueut.
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