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West Coast Wind-blown Timber (Conservation
Lands) Bill

Proposed amendments

Eugenie Sage, in Committee, to move the following amendments:

Clause 5
In clause 5, definition of designated area, replace paragraph (a) (page 3, lines
11 to 17) with:

(a) means every conservation area and reserve within the West
Coast Region that is owned by the Crown and administered
by the Department other than—

(i)  any ecological area; and

(i)  any conservation park; and

(iii) any national reserve; and

(iv) any nature reserve; and

(v) any scenic reserve; and

(vi) any scientific reserve; and

(vii) any wildlife management area; and

(viii) Te Wahipounamu (the South West New Zealand World
Heritage Area); and

(ix) Waitangiroto Nature Reserve; and

(x)  Victoria Forest Park; and

In clause 5, insert in their appropriate alphabetical order:
conservation park has the meaning given in section 2(2) of the Con-
servation Act 1987
national reserve means any reserve administered under section 13
of the Reserves Act 1977
nature reserve means any reserve administered under section 20 of
the Reserves Act 1977
scenic reserve means any reserve administered under section 19 of
the Reserves Act 1977
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scientific reserve means any reserve administered under section 21
of the Reserves Act 1977

wildlife management area means any conservation area adminis-
tered under section 23B of the Conservation Act 1987

Clause 10
After clause 10(3)(a)(iii) (page 5, after line 32), insert:

(ilia) no exotic plants, including plant pests, are intro-
duced or able to establish on the specified site or
sites, or on adjacent conservation land; and

After clause 10(3)(b) (page 6, after line 7), insert ““; and”, and also insert:
(c) the proportion of wind-blown timber within the areca
over which the authorisation is sought is greater than

50% of the timber present prior to 17 April 2014.

After clause 10(5) (page 6, after line 21), insert:

(6) In addition to the conditions imposed under subsection (5),
every authorisation granted is subject to the following condi-
tions:

(a)  wind-blown timber may only be removed from the des-
ignated area by helicopter:

(b)  no heavy machinery such as skidders, haulers, or bull-
dozers is permitted on, or is to be used for timber extrac-
tion from, the site or sites within the designated area:

(c) noroads or vehicle tracks may be constructed to access
and remove wind-blown timber.

Explanatory note

This Supplementary Order Paper amends the West Coast Wind-blown Timber
(Conservation Lands) Bill to exclude areas of high ecological values from the
designated area where logging could occur, and limiting logging to areas where
Cyclone Ita has caused significant windthrow. It also imposes statutory condi-
tions to restricts the removal of wind-thrown timber to helicopters and prohibit
construction of new roads and logging access ways to protect to avoid such im-
pacts and better protect conservation values.

The Bill as drafted prevents timber removal from occurring in some areas with
high ecological values, including national parks and ecological areas. However,
there are a number of other areas with high ecological values which were not
excluded from logging. These include conservation parks, scenic reserves and
wildlife management areas.

The Bill as drafted does not provide any threshold for wind blown damage be-
fore logging can be permitted. This would mean that areas that suffered little
damage from Cyclone Ita, could be logged, with the few trees damaged by the
cyclone removed. Logging should only occur where there is significant dam-
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age caused by Cyclone Ita. The Department of Conservation and Ministry for
Primary Industries have mapped the areas where Cyclone Ita has caused signifi-
cant wind-blown timber and these could be used to identify areas where logging
could occur.

Indigenous vegetation dominates the forest areas affected by windthrow, with

no or limited presence of exotic plants. Timber removal risks introducing exotic

species via seeds on equipment and machinery used for logging and footwear.

The establishment of plant pests such as Himalayan honeysuckle and broom in

areas which are currently weed free reduces their ecological integrity, degrades

conservation values, and creates future management costs for the Department.

Steam cleaning of equipment and footwear can reduce this risk.

Ground extraction methods using heavy machinery such as skidders to remove

logs cause significant damage to soil profiles, natural watercourses, and other

healthy vegetation. Such methods compact the soil and impede regeneration,

as well as disrupting natural drainage patterns. Road construction can involve

significant clearance of indigenous vegetation including healthy trees.

This Supplementary Order Paper would—

. ensure that the removal of timber did not occur in areas that are known to
have high ecological values:

. restrict logging to areas where Cyclone Ita resulted in significant damage
and relatively high levels of wind-blown timber:

. prevent any authorisation being granted where there is a risk of introduc-
tion of exotic plants:

. restrict the method of removal of wind-thrown timber to helicopter ex-
traction, and prohibit construction of new roads and logging access ways.
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