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THE MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS ORDINANCE, 
1864. 

IN THE TWENTY-SEVENrrH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HER MAJESTY 
QUEEN VICTORIA. 

SESSION XVIII., No. 147 . 
• • 

ANALYSIS: 

Title. 
Preamble. 
l. Short Title. 
2. Seotion 2 of Ordinance of N evr Munster, Ses-

sion 2, No.1 Repealed. 
3. Superintendent to appoint a Medical Board . 
.(. Resignation or Death d Members. 
5. Tine and Place of Meetings. . 
6. Appointment of Registrar. 
7. Payment of Mem bers. 
8. Expenses of Board. 
!I Duty of Registrar. 

10. Resignation of Persons qualified or hereafter 
becomoming qualified. 

11. Certain Persons in Practice at the time of 
Ordinance coming into force to be Registered. 

1 It Persons registered under English Medical Act 
to be registered. 

13. Persons being in practice and holding Certifi
cate under in part repealed Ordinance of New 
Munster, 1849, No.2 to be registered. 

14. Board to have power, if they think fit, to dis
pense with the proviSIOns of Ordinance in 
certain ca&es, and in favor of certain Persons. 

15. Fees to be paiJ on Registration. 
16. The Register. 
17. Registrar to ascertain whether Registered 

Person is still living or has changed Resi
dence, and to alter ihe register accordingly. 

18. Notice of Death or change of Residence to be 
ilent to the Medical Board by Registrar of 
Deaths. 

19. Persons unregistered under this Ordinance 
using medical titles, to be subject to fine. 

20. Unregistered Persons not to be entitled 10 
f(!ceive Fees, &c. 

21. Words, "Legally qualified Medical· Practi
tioner," in any Act or Ordinance, to mean a 
Person Registered under this Ordinance. 

22. Board to have power to questioll Person!!! 
applying to be Registered, and to require a 
Doclaration of truth of statements made by 
such persons. 

23. No Unregistered Person to hold any publie 
Medical Appointmen1. 

24. Names of Registered Persons guilty of certain 
offences may be erased from Register. 

25. Higher qualifications or degrees obtained after 
Registration, may be entered on the Register. 

26. Annually, in month of December, true copy 
of Register to be sent to Superintendent, 
and pulllished in Gazette, which shall be 
evidence in Courts of Law. 

27. This Ordinance not to affect Chemist, ar 
Druggists, or Dentists. 

28. Penalties how to be recovered. 
29. Fees to be applied for Ilxpenses of Ordinance. 
Schedules. 

1\ N ORDINANCE to constitute a Med£cal Boa1'd £n Otago, (f.nd to Title. 

regulate the Qualifications of Pract1:tioners of M ediciae and 
Surgery. 

"'{X7 HEREAS it is expedient that persons in the said Province Pua.l)lt. 

f \' requiring medical aid and advice should be enabled to dis
tinguish qualified frorn unqualified practitioners-
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BE IT E}lAOTiD by the Superintendent of ~he said Province with 
the advice and consent of the Provincial Council thereof as follows: 

1. The Short Title of this Ordinance shall be H The Medical 
Practitioners Ordi1;lance, 1864." 

Section 2 of Ordinance 2. The first section of the Ordinance of the Legislative Council 
of New Munster Ses- f N M "t 1 d "A 0 d' d fi th Q lOfi sion 2,No.l re~led. 0 ew unster IntI U e n r Inance to e ne e ua 1 ca-

, tions and to provide for the remuneration in certain cases of Medical 
Practitioners" so far as the same affects the Province of Otago and 
the inhabitants thel'eofis hereby repealed. 

Superintendent no ap- 3 It shall and may be ,lawful for the Superintendent of Otago 
point a Medical Board. ~ • h' b' . dOD dO. 0 lor t e tIme elng to nomlnate an appOlnt at une In In tago 

aforesaid 'a Board consisting of not less than three nor more than 
five members being of the medical profession and qualified to b 
registered under this Ordinance one of whom shall be nominated 
by the said Superintendent president of the said Board and such 
Board shall be called "The Otago Medical Board" and it shall 
be lawful for the Superintendent with the advice and consent of his 
Executive Council at any ~ime and frorn time to time to remove 
the said members or any of them and upon the removal death or 
resignation.of the said mmnbers or any of them to appoint such 
.other person or persons as he shall think fit. 

Re3ignatioR or Death 4. The members of.the said Board shall be nominated for a term 
of Members. of five years and shall be capable. of re-appointment and any mem

ber may at any time resign his appointment by letter addressed to 
the Superintendent of the said Province and upon the death re
signation or removal as aforesaid of any member of the sajd Board 
some other person shall be nominated and appointed as aforesaid a 
member of the said Board in his place but it shall be lawful for the 
Board during such vacancy to exercise the powers hereinafter con
tained. 

Time and Place 
Meetings. 

of 5. The Board shall hold its first meeting Wlthin three months 
from the commencenlent of this Ordinance in such place'in Dunedin 
and at such time as the Superintendent shall appoint and shall Inake 
such rules and regulations as to the times and places of the meetings 
of the Board and the mode of sUlllmoning the same as to them 
shall seem expedient which rules and regulations shall remain in 
force until altered at any subsequent meeting and in absence of 
any rule or regulation for summoning a meeting of the Board it 
shall be lawfnl for the President to sumnlon a meeting at such time 
and place as to him shall seem expedient by letter addressed to 
each member and at every rneeting in the absence of the president 
some other member to be chosen from the llenlDers present shall 
act as president and all orders of the Board shall be decided by the 
votes of the majority of the menlbers presellt at any meeting the 
whole number present not being less than three and at all such 
meetings the president for the time being shall in addition to his 
yote as a member of the Board have a casting velte in case of an 
equality of votes. 
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r 6. The Board shall apI)oint a registrar who shall act also as Appointllent of Regis-

il h 
trar. 

secretary of the Board and who may act als) as treasurer unt t e 
Board shall appoint another person the Board shall also appoint so 
many clerks and servants as shall he necessary for Lhe purposes of 
this Ordinance and every person so appointed shall be removable at 
the pleasure of the Board and shall be paid such salary as the Board 
shall think fit out of the fees received by it: And it shall be 
lawful for a member of the Board to hold all or any of the said 
')ffices of registrar secretary and treasurer. 

7. There shall be paid to the president and members of the Board Payment of Members. 

out of the fees aforesaid such fees for attendance as shall be allowed 
by the Superintendent of the said Province provided that the 
Superintendent may so long as he sees fit abstain from allowing 
any fees or other paynlent to the president and member.:; of the 
Board. 

8, ... L\..ll money payable to the Board shall be paid to the treasurer Expenses a£ Board. 

and shall be applied to defray the expenses of carrying this Ordinance 
into execution and true accounts shan be kept by the treasurer of 
the Board of .. the expense ot the said Board and the treasurer shall 
enter in a book kept for that purpose true accounts of all money 
1- aid by hirn and of all money received by him and a copy of such 
accounts signed by the president and two members of the Board 
shall be delivered to the Superintendent annually on the thirty-first 
day of March in every year and such accounts shall be laid before 
the Provincial Council in the month of .L~pril in every year if it be 
sitting and if not sitting then within ten days after the next meet-
ing of the Provincial Council. 

9. It shall be the duty of the Registrar to keep the register correct Duty of Registrar. 

in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance and the orders 
a.nd regulations of the Board and to erase the names of all -
registered persons who shall have died and shall from time to time 
rnake the necessary alterations in the addres;:,es or qualifications of 
the persons registered under this Ordinance. 

I o. Every person now po~sessed and every person hereafter Registrati?n of Per-

b · d f f Ii' sons qualIfied or hereecomlng posse sse 0 anyone or more 0 the qua ficatlons after becoming quali-

described in Schedule A to this Ordinance shall be registered on fied. 

production to the Board or a quorum thereof the document confer-
ring or evidencing the qualification or each of the ql!alifications in 
respect whereof he seeks to be so registered or by transmitting by 
post to the Registrar information of his name and address and ' 
evidence of the qualification or qualifications in respect of which he 
seeks to be registered and of the- time or times at which the same 
was or were, respectively obtained: ProvidE?d that the. Board may 
if jt think fit require the persoral attendance before the Board of 
any person seeking or applying to be registered. 

11. Any person practising medicine or surgery in the Province of ~~=e af~~~~~e ~ 
Otago at the time of this Ordinance coming into force and operation Ordinance coII\ing into 

who shall prove on personal attendance before the Board to the force to be Registered. 
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satisfaction of the said Board that he has passed through a regular 
course of Inedical study of not less than three years duration in a 
school ofIIledicine or surgery and that he has received after due 
examination from SOlIle university college or other body duly recog
nised for that purpose in the cOllntry to which such university col~ 
lege or other boJy Inay belollg a diploma degree or license entitling 
him to practise medicine or surgery in that country whether such 
country be within her lVlajesty s dominions or not shall be entitled 
to be registered under this Ordinance: Provided that no person 
shall be entitled tD be registered by virtue of anything contained in 
this section unless he shall be practising Inedicine or surgery in the 
Province at the tinle of the coming into force of this Ordinance, 

Person. ,registere.d 12, Every person who shall have been registered as a lea-ally 
under Enghsh Medl-, , , , h (jA 
uIActto be registered. qualIfied pl'actItwner In England Ireland or Scotland under t e cts 

of the Imperial Parliament of Great Bri(iain and Ireland specified in 
the third Schedule hereto marked C shall be entitled to be registered 
by the Medical Board of Otago on his submitting to the Board 
satisfactory proofs of his having been registered, 

Pers()ns being in Prac- 13, Every person shall be entitled to be registered under this 
tiee and hol(iing Certi- 0 d' . h b" 1 " d' , , th 
Reate under in part r Inanee W 0 elng In aetua practIse In me ICIne or surgery In e 
repp.aled Ordinance of Province of Otago at the time of the coming into force of this 
New Munster, 1849, 0 d' h 11 h Id t'fi tIll l'fi d d' 1 N9, :1, to be Registered, r InanCe sao a cer 1 ca e as a ega y qua 1 e me Ica prac-

titioner under the Ordinance of the Legislative Council of New 
Munster herein before iu part repealed and intituled " An Ordinance 
" to define the qualifications and to provide for the remuneration in 
" certain cases of medical practitioners," 

~oard t-o l~ave power, 14, T t shall be lawful for the Board by Special Order to dispense 
If they thmk fit, to 'h h ' , f h' 0 d' . , h 1 t~ 
dispense with Provi- WIt SUc prOVISlOllS O· t IS r Inance or WIt suc 1 part 0 any 
sions, of Ordinance ~ll rea-ulations nlade by this authority as to them shall seem fit in favor 
~ertam cases, and In b , , , 
favor .of .. certain Per- of persons actually practIsIng and beIng by the laws of the colony 
Rong, in 'which they practised legally qualified to practise medicine and 

surgery in any of the Australian colonies at the time of this Ordi
na.nce corning into force: It shall al~o be lawful for the Board by 
special order to make a like dispensati0n if they shall think fit in 
favor of persons practising nledicine or surgery under foreign or 
colonial diplornas or degrees in the Province of Otago before or at 
the time of this Ordinance coming into force: Also in favor of 
pen;ons who have held the appointments of surgeons or assistan
tant-surge()ns in the Anny Navy or Militia or in the service of 
the late East India Company: Also in favor of any person who 
proves to the satisfaction of the Board that he has 'passed through 
a regular course of Inedical study of not less than three years dura 
tlon in any British foreign or colonial school of medicine or surgery 
and tha ~ he has received after due examination from some British 
foreign or colonial university college or body duly recognised for 
that purpose in the country to which such university college or 
other body may belong a diploma or degree or license entitling 
him to pract~se medicine or surg81Y in that country or certifying 
to bis ability to practise medicine or surgery: Provided that 
nothing in this sect:on con tained shall in any way. restrict or affect 
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the right to be registered under this ordinance of any person entitled 
to be registered under any of the pT2vious sections of this Ordinance. 

15 .. Every perso~ posses~ing- the qna,lifications .herein.befor8 ~~str~ti:. 
mentioned and desIrous of beEl,:;; regi.3tered under thIS OrdInance 
shall pay to the :Soard a fee of five pounds and no person shan be 
registered until such fee has been paid. 

16. "Vhere any person entitled to be regisk:red nnder this 0 I'di The R"gister. 

nance shall apply to the said Medical Board for that purpose the 
said Board shall forthwith after the said Board is satisfied that 
such person is entitled to be registered cause the Registrar to enter 
in a register in the fonn set forth in the Schedule B to this OrJi-
nance or similar thereto the nalne of such person and his place of 
residence and the qualification or several qualifications in respect 
of which such person is so entitled. 

paid on 

17 I d t hI th 'd B d d th R . t th f Registrar to ascertain . n or er 0 ena e e sal oar an e egIS rar ereo whether Registered 

duly to fulfil the duties imposed upon them respectively it shall be Person is still livin.g 

1 f I .{.' hR· . b' I t or haSl changed ReSlaw U lor sue egIstrar to WrIte or cause to e WrItten a etter 0 dence, and to alter ~he 
any registered person addressed to him according to his last known Register. accordingly. 

address to enquire whether he has ceased to practise or has changed 
his residence and if no answer shall be returned to such letter within 
the period of six months fronl the sending of the letter it shall be 
lawful for the Board to erase ths name of such person from the 
register: Provided always that the same may be restored by the 
Board should they think fit to do so. . 

18. Every Reg'istrar and Deputy-Registrar of Deaths in the said Notice of ~eath or 
. • • • .• change of ResIdence to 

PrOVInCe on rec81vmg notIce of the death of any nledlCal practl- be sent to the.Medical 

tioner shall f~rthwith transmit such notice by post to ~he Registrar ~:~~s~y RegIstrar of 

of the Board In Dunedin and on receipt of such notlCe the Board 
shall erase the name of such deceased medical practitioner from the 
register of qualified practitioners under this Ordinance and any 
nledical practitioner on changing his residence shall intimate the 
same to the Registrar of the Board. 

19. On and after the ninety-first day after this Ordinance comes Persons .unregi.stered 
. under thll Ordma.nce 
Into operation it shall not be lawful for any person within the using ME'.dical Titles, 

Province of Otago unless registered under this Ordinance to pre- to be subJect to nne." 

t~nd to be or take or use the name or title of a physician doctor of 
Inedicine licentiate in nledicine and surgery lllaster in surgery 
bachelor of rnedicine doctor surgeon medical or general practitioner 
or apothecary or surgeon-apothecary accoucheur or licentiate or 
practitioner in nlidwifery or any other medical or surgical name 
or title: And every unregistered person so offending shall upon a 
8ummary conviction for any such offence forfeit aud pay a SUlll 
not exceeding fifty pounds. 

20. After the ninety-first day after this Ordinance COllles into Unregisterecl persons 
• . . not to be entitled 

OperatIon no person shall be entItled to recover any charge III any receive Fees, &c. 

court of law in the Province of Otago for any llledicalor su:r;gieal 
advice or attendance or tor the performance of any operation or for 
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any medicine which he shall have both prescribed and supplied un
less he shall prove on the trial that he is registered under and in 
accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance. 

Wor~s, "Leg~ny 21. From and after the coming into force of this Ordinance the 
quahfied MedIcal dIll l'fi d d' 1 ' . " d 1 l'fi d Practitioner," in any wor s " ega y qua I e me lCa practItIoner or " u y qua I e 
Act or Ordinance, .to medical practitioner" or any words importing a person recognised 
mean a Person RegIs- ., , , 
tered under this Ordi- by law as a medICal practItIoner or memb~r of the medIcal profes-
nanCe. sion when used in any Act of Parliament of the Imperial Legislature 

, 

or of the General Assembly of New Zealand or in any Ordinance 
of the Provincial Council of Otago or in any Act or Ordinance 
having legal force and effect in Otago shall as far as regards the 
Province of Otago and persons residing therein be construed to 
mean a person registered under this Ordinance: Provided that 
nothing in this clause contained shall be taken to restrict or limit \1 
the TIleaning of the said words when used in any Act of the 
General Assenlbly of New Zealand but the said words when so 
used in any such Act shall notwithstanding anything herein 
contained to the contrary have the Ineaning which by any Act of 
the said General Assembly they had before the passing of this Ordi
nance or by any such Act 111ay hereafter have but such words when 
so used shall in addition have the meaning hereby attached to them 
so far as such meaning is not repugnant to the meaning which by 
any such Act of the said Assembly is att~ched to them. 

Boar~ to have power to 22. It shall be la\vful for the said Board to question any person 
questIonpersonsapp]y- h ' I . If 1 . b i' 'd d 
ing to be registered, W 0 m:ty plesent lImse as lerem elore provI e or any person 
llnd t? require a de- applying to be registered under this Ordinance or any witness who 
claratlOn of truth of b ,. 
state.Juents made by nlay e produced before them and to requIre a solemn declaratIon 
such persons. of matter stated by such person or witness to be made by such per-

son or \yitness before a Justice of the Peace, 

1"0 Unregistered Per- 2:3. On and after the ninety-first day after this Ordinance comes 
"on to hold any· . . "d h 11 h ld ' 
puclic Medi<.:al Ai- lnto operatlOn no unregIstere person sao any appoIntment 
pointment. as a Physicial ~urgeon or other Medical Officer in any Hospital 

Infirmary Dispensary or Lying-in- Hospital or in any Lunatic 
Asylunl Gaol Penitentiary Ilouse of Correction House of Industry 
or other Public 1 nstitution for affording medical relief in sickuess 
infirnlity or old age or as a lVledical Officer of Health and on and 
after the ninety-first day after this Ordinance comes into operation 
no Certificate t;hall be valid unless the person signing the saIne 
shall be registered under and in accordance with the provisions of 
this Ordinance: Provided that nothing in this Ordinance contained 
shall render invalid any such certificate fronl a duly appointed 
Inedical offit'.er of any of her :l\-lajesty's land or sea forces in full pay 
although such oftieer Illay not be registered under this Ordinance 
Proyided al~o tllat nothing herein cOIltained shall be taken to affec 
any appointment nlade by the GOYel'llOr ot New Zealand of any 
person as Physician Surgeon 01' other lVledical Oftict;·r to or in any 
:Hospital Intil'Iuary Gaol or Asylum or other Public Institution 
under the control of the General Goyernment of N e\v Zealantd. 
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24. If any person shall have procured himself to be registered Names of .Registered 

h· . b· . . b ad Persons gutlty of cer-under t IS Ordinance y making or produCIng or causIng to e m e tain offences may be 

or produced any false or fraudulent representation or declaration erased from Register. 

either verbally or by writing or if any person not entitled to be re-
gistered under this Ordinance shall have been registered or if any 
registered person shall be convicted of any felony or misdemeanour 
in Great Britain or Ireland or any of the British Dominions or if 
any person registered under this Ordinance shall after due enquiry 
be judged by the said Board to have been guilty of discreditable or 
infanl0us conduct in any professional respect the Board may in any 
such case if they think fit and with the consent of the Superin-
tendent direct the Registrar to el'ase the name of any such person 
from the register. 

25. Every person registered under this Ordinance who may have Higher qualifications 

b . d h' h d l'fi' h h h 0r degrees obtained o talne any Ig er egree or any qua 1 catIon ot er t an t e after Registration, may 

qualification in respect of which he may have been registered shall b~ entered on the Re

be entitled to have such higher degree or additional qualification gIster, 

inserted in the Register in substitution for or in addition to the 
qualification previously registered, on paynwnt of such fee as the 
Board may appoint. 

26. A true Copy of the Register aforesaid in accordance with Annually, in month of 

the Schedule of this Ordinanc~ certified and declared undl3r the ~ec;.:~~r ~ou~ c!~ 
hands of the President and Registrar of the Board to be a true to Superintendent, and 

C h II . h f Db' h b th publi~hed in Gazette, opy s a In the mont 0 ecem er In eac year e sent to e which shall be eVl 

Superintendent and shall by him be published in the Government dence in Courts of 

Gazettf of the Province of Otago and any copy of the Register so Law. 

published shall be evidence in all Courts of Law and before all 
ltesident Magistrates and Justices of the Peace and others that the 
persons therein specified are registered according to the provisions 
of this Ordinance: Provided that in the case of any person whose 
nanle does not appear in such copy a certified copy under the hand 
of the Registrar of the Board of the entry of the name of such per-
son on the Regjster shall be evidence that such person is registered 
under the provisions of this Ordinance. 

27. Nothing in thjs Ordinance contained shall extend or be con- This Ordinan~e not to 

d ' . d" .lr h 1 J!. 1 affect ChemIsts, or stru€ to extend to preJu Ice or In any way to allect t e aWlU OCCU- Druggists, or Denti.ts. 

pation trade or business of chemists and druggists and dentists. 

28, Any ptmaltv to which under this Ordinance any person is Penaltie3 how to b& 

liable on sUIlunary" conviction nlay be recovered in manner directed recovered. 

by the Act of the lUlperial Parliament intituled "The Sumnlary 
Convjctions Act 1848" and by the Act of the General Assenlbly 
of New Zealand intituled " The JustIce of the Peace Act 1858." 

:29. AJI fees received for registration under this Ordinance shall Fees to be appJ,ied for 
1- l' d ' ,.' d f h 'f' h' expenses of OrdlllllDce, ue app 18 tor expenses of regIstratIOn an 0 t e executIOn 0 t IS 
Urdinance. 
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Passed: the Provincial Council, .LL\.pril 14, 1864. 

J. L. C. RICIIARDSON, 

Speaker. 

CHARLES SMITH, 

Clerk of Counoil. 

Assented to on behalf of the Government, at Dunedin, this 
twenty-seventh day of May, One Thousand Eight Hundred and 
Sixty-four. 

JOHN H¥DE HARRIS, 

Superintendent of the Province of (j)to1]o. 

SCHEDULE 

A 

1. Fellow Member Licentiate or Extra Licentiate of the Royal College of Physicians 
of London ~ngland. 

2. Fellow Member or Ilicentiate of the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh 
Scotland. 

3. Fellow or Licentiate of the King's and Queen's College of Physicians of Dublin 
Ireland. 

4. Fellow or Member or l,icentiate in Midwifery of the Royal College of Snrgeons 
of London England. 

5. Fellow or Licentiate of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh Scotland. 

6. Fellow or Licentiate of the Faculty of PhysicianI'! and Surgeons GLasgow 
Scotland. 

7. Fellow 01" Licentia.te of the Royal College of Surgeons of Dublin Ireland. 

8. Licentiate of the Society of Apothecari~ London England. 

9. Licentiate of the Apothecaries' Hall Dublin Ireland. 

10. Doctor or Batchelor or Licentiate of Medicine or Master jn Surgery of any Uni
versitv of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland: or Doctor of 
M edi~ine by Doctorate granted prior to the 2nd August 1858 by the Archbisho 1) 

of Canterbury 
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, SCHEDULE B 

• ..11 .... -. 

Date of 
Name. Residence. Registration. Qualifications. 

A. B. 

C. D. 

E. F. 

G. H. 

Date of Act. 

21 and 22 Victoria, 
Cap. 90. 

22 Victoria, Cap. 21. 

Dunedin 

Dunstan. 

Moeraki. 

Queenstown. 

Fellow of the Royal College of 
Physicians, London. 

Member of the Royal College 
of Surgeons, Edinburgh. 

Licentiate of the Society of 
Apothecaries, London. 

Member of the Royal Coll~ge of 
Surgeons, London. 

Licentiate of the Faculty of 
Physicians and Surgeons, 
Glasgow 

Licentiate of the Society of 
Apothecaries, London. 

A. R, President of Medical Board. 

C. D., Member of Medical Board. 

E. F., Do do. 

SCHEDULE C. 

" 
Title of Act. 

An Act to Regulate the Qualifications of Practitioners In 
Medicine and Surgery. 

An Act to Amend the Medical Act. 
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