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POLICE REGULATION ORDINANCE, 1862. 

IN THE TWENTY-SIXTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HER MAJESTY 

QUEEN VICTORIA. 

SESS~ON XVI, No. 100. 

ANALYSIS. 

Preamble 
1. Commissioner of Police to be appointed 
2. Inspectors Sub - Inspectors and other 

Officers of Police to be appointed 
3. Sergeants and other Constables to be 

appointed 
4. Removal and appointment of Officers. 

Their duties 
5. Superintendent to frame Rules and to 

alter and amend the same 
, 6~ Q'Ualliicchiofis of Conslables \ 

7. Sergeants Constables &c. to attend Resi­
dent Magistrates' and Justice of Peace 
Courts . 

R. Constables to execute Process 
9. Oaths to be taken by Officers and Con­

stables 
1 o. Ta~dng an oath equivalent to entering 

lnto an agreement 
11. Penalty on Constables for neglect of 

duty for taking a bribe and other mis­
cunduct 

12. All powers and authorities vested in 
Constables to cease upon dismissal 
from office 

13. Three months' notice of resignation to 
be given by Constables &c. 

14. Power to provide Offices Lock-up 
Houses &c. 

15. Exemption from Tolls 

16. Enquiries as to conduct of Police 
17. vVitnesses on such enquiries 
18. Penalty for personating Constables 
19. Repute to be evidence of appointment 
20. Penalty on persons obtaining admission 

into Police Force in certain cases 
21. Penalty on publican permitting Con­

stables to become intoxicated on his 
premises 

22. Unclaimed goods in possession of Police 
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23. Imprisonment in default of payment of 
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imprisonment may be imprisoned in 
any place specially appointed as a 
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25. Proceedings to be taken in a summary 
way 

26. The powers of the Superintendent under 
this Ordinance to be exercised with 
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27. Interpretation Clause 
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fore the passing of this Ordinance to 
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29. Laws repugnant to this Ordinance re­
pealed 

3 o. Short Title. 

AN ORDINANCE for the Regulation of the Police Force of the 

Province of Otago~ 

-WHEREAS it is expedient to made provision for the regula- Preamble 

tion of the Police Force established in the Province of 
Otago:~ 
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BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the Superintendent of the said 
Province with the advice and consent of the', Provincial Council 
thereof as follows:-

1. It shall be lawful for the Superintendent from time to time to 
appoint a fit and proper person to be Commissioner of Police 
throughout the said Province and as occasion may require to remove 
such person and appoint another in his stead and every such Com­
missioner of Police shall be charged and invested with the general 
control and management of the Police Force of the said Province: 
And in case of his illness absence from the Province or other cause 
the Superintendent may appoint any person to perform all or any 
of the duties imposed on the Commissioner by or under this 
Ordinance. 

Inspectors, Sub - In- 2. It shall be lawful for the Superintendent to appoint such 
spectors and other Qfii- . • 
cera of Police to be number of Inspectors and ~ub-Inspectors and other Officers ofPohce 
appointed. as may be found necessary ano. such Inspectors Sub-Inspectors and 

other Officers shall subject to the general control of the Commis­
sioner of Police be respectively charged and invested with the 
government direction and superintendence of the Police Force 
stationed within sllch districts as the Superintendent may direct and 
such Inspectors Sub-Inspectors and other Officers shall have such 
more limited authority in relation to the Police as the Superin­
tendent shall direct. 

Sergeants and Con- 3. It shall be lawful for the Commissioner of Police to appoint so 
stables to be appointed. C bl f d' ir d h S . d t h 11 d Their duties. many onsta es 0 luerent gra es as t e upennten en s a eem 

necessary who shall use their best endeavours to prevent any mis­
chief by fire and all Felonies Nlisdemeanors and Breaches of the 
Peace throughout the Province and such Constables and all other 

, members of the Police Force shall unless and until these appoint­
ments respectively shall be disallowed by the Superintendent (which 
disallowance is hereby authorised) have all such powers authorities 
privileges and advantages and be liable to all such duties and re­
sponsibilities as any Constable duly appointed now has or hereafter 
may have either by the COlnmon law or by virtue of any Statute 
,Act or Ordinance now or hereafter to be in force in the said Pro­
vince as well in and upon the several Rivers Creeks Inlets and 
Waters Harbours Docks Wharves Quays and Landing-places thereto 
adjacent as in any other part of the Province. 

Removal and appoint- 4. It shall be lawful for the Superintendent from time to time as 
ment of officers. 1 I S b om he shal think fit to renlove any nspector u -Inspector cer or 

Sergeant of Police who may be appointed under this Ordinance and 
upon any vaca11cy in any of the said offices or appointments by 
death removal disability or otherwise to nominate and appoint some 
other fit and proper person to fill the same and it shall be lawful for 
the Commissioner of Police from time to time as he shall think 
fit to remove any constable appointed under this Ordinance and to 
appoint another in his stead. 
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5 It shall be lawful for the Superintendent from time to time to Snperjnt~ndent to • frame Rules anll to 
frame rules orders and regulations for the general government of alter and amend the 

the members of the Police Force and all such ruleb when published same. 

in the Provincial Government Gazette shall if not inconsistent with 
or repugnant to any provision of this or any other Act or Ordinallce 
have the force of Law within the said Province and copies thereof 
shall be laid before the Provincial Council forthwith if sitting and 
if not then sitting ~ithin fourteen days after the opening of the next 
Session. 

6 . No person unless under special circumstances shall be ap- Qualifications of Con­

pointed to be a Constable who is not of a sound constitution able- stables. 

bodied and under the age of thirty-five years of a good character 
for honesty fidelity and activity and unless dispeNsed with for some 
special necessity able to read and write and no person shall be 
appointed to be a Constable who shall have been convicted of any 
felony or who shall be a bailiff or who shall be a hired servant in 
the employment of any person whomsoever or who shall keep a 
house for the sale of beer wine or spirituous liquors by retail and 
any Constable who shall be or become a bailiff or a hired servant 
or shall act in any of the said capacities or shall sell any beer wine 
or spirituous liquors by retail shall forfeit his appointment as a 
Constable and all authority privileges salary and gratuity payable 
to him as such: Provided that so much of this enactment as relates 
to the qualification of persons to be appointed Constables shall not 
be d~enled or taken to apply to any person who 3;t the time of t~e 
passIng hereof was employed in the Constabulary force of the saId 
Province. 

17. Every Sergeant an& Constable shall when not engaged on actual Sergeants Const!1b1es 

duty attend at all Sessions or Courts of the Justices of the Peace &c ~o attenrl ResIdent Magu,tl'ate>l' and J m-
and of the Resident Magistrate held at the respective places where tice of Peace Courts. 

such Sergeants or Constables may be stationed and Ahall obey and 
execute all the lawful summonses warrants executions orders 
and commands of such Justices of the Peace and Resident Magis-
trates. 

8. Except as aforesaid every Sergeant and Constable shall ex­
ecute all processes to him directed for levying the amount of any 
rocognizance forfeited to Her Majesty her heirs and successors or of 
any fine imposed on any jurors witnesses parties or persons at any 
assizes or gaol delivery or Sessions of the Peace or any other fine 
imposed under any law in force in the said Province. 

9. No person appointed to be Commissioner of Police Inspector 
Sub-Inspector or other Officer Sergeant or Constable shall be 
capable of holding the said office or of a-;ting in any way therein until 
he shall take and subscribe the following oath (that is to say) "I, 
A B, do swear that I win well and truly serve our Sovereign Lady the 
Queen in the office of Commissioner of Police Inspector Sub­
inspector Officer Sergeant or Constable (as the case may be) 
without favor or affection malice or ill-will for the period 

Constables to execute 
Process 

Oaths to be taken by 
Officers and COi.staoles 



Taking an oath equi­
valent to entering into 
an agreement. 
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of from this date and until I am legally discharged 
that I will see and cause Her J\1ajesty's peace to be kept and pre­
served and that I will prevent to the best of my power all offences 
against the SaIne and that while I shall continue to hold the said office 
I will to the best of my skill and knowledge discharge all the duties 
thereof' faithfully according to the law so help me God :" And the 
said oath shall be administered by any Justice of the Peace and 
shall in all cases be subscribed by the person taking the same such 
,Justice before adnlinistering the Oath inquiring of the person ap­
pearing before hinl if he is fully aware of the provisions of this 
Ordinance and the oath so taken by the Commissioner of Police 
shall be forthwith transmitted to the Superintendent by the Justice 
before whom the same was taken and the oaths so taken and sub­
scribed by all other persons appointed to any office under this Or­
dinance shall be forwarded by the Justices before whom the same 
were taken to the said Commissioner of Police. 

10. Every person taking and subscribing such oath as aforesaid 
shall be deemed and taken to have thereby entered into a written 
agreement with and shall be thereby bound to serv0 Her said 
Majesty as a member of the said Police Force and in the ,capacity of 
which he shall have taken such oaths at the current r[Lte of pay for 
such Inmnber and until legally discharged frorn the day upon which 
such oath shall have been taken and subscribed: Provided that no 
such agreement shall be set aside cancelled or annulled for want of 
reciprocity: Provided further that such agreement may be can­
celled at any time by the lawful discharge disnlissal or other removal 
from office of any person under the rank of Inspector or Sub-In­
spector or by the resignation of any such person under such rank 
being accepted by the Commissioner of Police or other person 
acting in his stead and in the case of the Commissioner of Police 
Inspector or Sub-Inspector by the removal of such Commissioner of 
Police Inspector or Sub-Inspector or by his or their resignation being 
accepted by the Superintendent. 

P alt C t bl 11. Any Constable or other memb2r of the Police Force who en y on ons a es 
for negleC't of duty shall neglect or refuse to obey and execute any process hereby 
for taking a bribe and di d b b I' d d b f h P 1° "L-' other misconduct. recte to e y urn execute an any mem er 0 teo Ice .l' orce 

of whatever rank who shall take any bribe pecuniary or otherwise 
either directly or indirectly to forgo his duty or who shall in any 
Inanner aid abet assist or connive at the escape or any attempt or 
preparation to escape of any prisoner frOln any gaol watch-house 
hulk or any other place in which any such prisoner may be legally 
confined or otherwise in lawful custody or who shall desert his post 
or assault his superior officer or who shall in any other respect what­
soever be guilty of insubordination neglect or violation of or absence 
from duty or other misconduct shall for every such offence upon 
conviction thereof before any two or nlore Justices of the Peace 
forfeit and pay a penalty not exceeding twenty-five pounds. 

All powers an(l autho-' 12. When any member of the Police Force of whatever rank 
rities vested in Con- 11 
stables, to cease upon shall be dismissed from or cease to hold and exercise his office a 
dismissal from office. powers and atlthorities vested in him in his capacity ~lS a member 

of the Police Force shall immediately cease and deternline to all 
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intents and purposes whatsoever and if any such member of the 
Police Force shall not forthwith after he shall have been dismissed 
from or shall have ceased to hold his office deliver over all and 
every the arms anlnlunition and accoutrelnents horse saddle bridle 
clothing and other appointnlents and things whatsoever w:hich may 
have been supplied to him for the execution of such office or which 
may be in his custody by virtue thereof to such person as may be 
appointed by any order special or general issued by the said Com­
missioner of Police every such constable or other member of the 
Police ,Force upon conviction of such offence in a summary 
manner before any two or Inore Justices of the Peace shall be im­
prisoned and kept to hard labor for any such period not exceeding 
three calendar months as such Justices nlay direct and it shall be 
lawful for any Justice of the Peace and he is hereby authorised and 
required to issue his warrant to search for and- seize and cause to be 
delivered over to the Commissioner of Police or such person ap­
pointed by him as aforesaid all and every the arms ammunition ac­
coutrmnents horses saddles bridles clothing and other appointments 
and things whatsoever which shall not be so delivered over 
wherever the saIne shall be found. 

Three months' notice 

13 N C hI h b f . h PI' F h II b of resignation to be 
• - 0 onsta e or ot er nleln· er 0 teo ICe orce s a e given by Constables, 

at lib~rty to resign his office or to withdraw himself from the duties &c. 

thereof notwithstanding the period of his engagement shall have 
expired unless expressly authorised in writing so to do ,by the Com-
missioner of Police or unless_ he shall have given three months' notice 
of his intention so to resign or withdraw and if any Constable or 
other member shall so resign or withdraw himself without such pre-
vious permission or notice he shall upon conviction in a summary 
way before any two or nlore Justices of the Peace for every such 
offence forfeit a sum not less than :five pounds and not exceeding 
forty pounds. 

Power to provide Offi-

1 Th S . d f' t' I ces Lock-up-Houses 4. e upennten ent may rom hme 0 time purc 1ase or rent &c. 

any Buildings or Land and convert such Buildings into or build on 
such Land Offices 'Vatch-houses Lock-up Houses and other places 
necessary for the purposes of this Ordinance with all the proper 
conveniences thereto and may repair the saIne frOln time to time and 

. furnish and fit up the same and employ proper persons to take care 
thereot " 

15. The Commissioner of Police and all Inspectors Sub-Inspectors 
Sergeants Constables and other members of the Police Force being 
on actual duty and in proper dress or undress as such and all pri­
soners under their charge and all carriages and horses exclusively 
employed in carrying or conveying such persons or their. prisoners 
or baggage forage or Government stores or returning therefrom 
and not otherwise engaged and employed shall be exempt tt<JID pay­
ment of any tolls or dues otherwise demandable in passing any toll­
gate turnpike road bridge or ferry and every toll collector who 
shall demand or receive any duty or toll contrary to this Ordinance 
shall forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding ten pounds for every 
such offence on conviction in a summary way before any 1 ustice of 
the Peace. 

Exemption from tolls 



Enquiries as to cond uct 
of Police. 

Witnesses on such en· 
quiries. 

:renalty for pe!'EO!1ut­
lDg Constables 
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16. It shall be lawful to and for the Commissioner of Police or 
any other person nOlllinated for the purpose by the Superintendent 
if he see oause to exalnine on oath into the truth of any charge or 
complaint preferred against any member of the Police Force as to 
any neglec.t or violation of duty in his office or insubordination or 
misconduct against the discipline of the said Force and to report 
thereon to the Superintendent. 

17. It shall be lawful for such Commissioner of Police or other 
person nominated as aforesaid to issue a sunlmons or SUffiplonses 
requiring all such persons as shall be named therein to appear before 
him at a place and time therein appointed to give evidence as to all 
matters and things known to any such person respecting any charge 
or complaint preferred against any member of the Police Force as 
to any neglect or violation of duty in his office and all persons duly 
summoned as aforesaid who shall not attend at the time or place 
named in such sunlmons or attending shall refuse to be sworn or 
being sworn shall refuse to give evidence or to answer all such 
questions as may be legally demanded of them shall forfeit and incur 
a penalty not exceeding five pounds. 

18. If any person not being a nlember of the Police Force shall 
have in bis possession anyarrns or ammunition or any article of 
clothing accoutrements or appointments supplied to any menlber of 
the Force and shall not be able satisfactorily to account for his 
possession. thereof or shall put on or assume the dress name desig­
nation or description of any nlember of the Force or of any class of 
such members or shall give or offer or prolllise to give any bribe 
recompense or reward or shalllnake any collusive agreement with 
any member of the Force to induce hiln in any way to neglect his 
duty or conceal or connive at any act whereby any such rule order 
or regulation in force in the said Province may be evaded every such 
person so offending and whether such offer shall be accepted or 
performed or not shall in addition to any. other punishment to which 
he may be liable for such offence forfeit for every such offence on 
summary conviction before any two or lnore Justices of the Peace 
any sum not exceeding Bfty pounds. 

Repute to be e"idellce 19. If any question shall arise as to the right of the Com­
ofappointment. missioner of Police or other Officer or nlember of the Police For~e 

to hold or execute his office comnl0n reputation shall to all intents 
and purposes be deenled sufficient evidence of such right and it shall 
not be necessary to have or produce any written appointment or 
any oath affidavit and other document or matter whatsoever in 
proof of such right. 

Penalty on persons ob. 20. Any person h~ving been dismissed f~0m. the said Police Force 
tai~iD{r admi~sion il1~O who shall by conceahng the fact of such dIsmIssal and any person 
PolH>e Force III certam h h II b .c. 1 .c d'fi .c. I ' 
cases. W 0 say any la se or lorge certl cates or any la se representa-

tions obt.ain admission into the said Force shall be liable on con­
viction tiO imprisonment for any period not exceeding three 
calendar months. 
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21 Th h ld f I· 11 d· f I! t d Penalty on pnblic:\n . e 0 er 0 any ICense to se or Ispose 0 lermen e or permitting Constable$' 

spirituous liquors under any law now or hereafter to be in force to h~come }ntoxicated . h· h P . .. on hIS premIses. 
WIt In t e rOVInce who shall by himself or hIS servants permIt any 
Constable to become intoxicated on his premises or to be supplied 
with fermented or spirituous liquors whilst intoxicated or whilst on 
duty knowing him in every such case to he a Constable shall for 
every such offence forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding twenty 
pounds to be recovered in a sUInmary way before any two or more 
Justices of the Peace. 

22. Any goods and chattels which have lawfully come to the Unclai~ed l100ds ,in 
• • po"sesslOn ot PolIce 

pOSSeSSIOn of any J?1ember of the Police Force and whICh are un- m~Y,be sold by Com-

claimed shall and nlay be sold and disposed of by the direction of 1;IllSRlOner. 

the Commissioner of Police by public auction (a notice of such sale 
having been previously published thrice in the Provincial G'overn-
1nent ·Gazette) and the clear produce of such sale shall be paid to 
the Police Rew:ard Fund and every such sale shall be valid against 
all p~~sons and the person selling any goods or chattels under the 
provISIOns hereof need not be a licensed auctioneer. 

23. Whenever any penalty ~r forfeiture shall have been inlposed Imprisonment in de-

b J . d h . . fl· 0 1· d tl fault of payment of y any ustICes un er t e provISIOns 0 t lIS 1'( Inance an Ie penalties. 

person convicted shall not forthwith pay the same it shall be lawful 
for such Justices to direct that such person be ilnprisoned in any 
gaol within the said Province with or without hard labour as they 
iShall think fit for a period not exceeding fifteen days if the penalty 
shall not exceed five pounds or two nlonths where such penalty is 
Inore than five pounds and less than twenty ponnds or four nlonths 
when such penalty is more than twenty pounds and such person 
shall be detained and kept to hard labour accordingly unless he 
shall sooner pay the penalty and costs. 

24. Provided that any member of the Police Force liable to im- Members of Police 
. f' .cc d h' 0 d' 'b d Force 8ul,ject to im­pnsonment or any Ollence un er t IS r lnance may e sentence pri~ollm(;nt may be 

to be confined and be confined in any place speciallv appointed by imprisoned, in any . - ~ place speCIally ap-
the Governor or by the Superintendent as a Police Prison instead po~ntf'd as a Police 

of in a Common Gaol or other place of confinement and may be Pnson. 

kept to hard labour therein: And no imprisonment ·or confine-
Inent of any member of the Police Force under this Ordin'C'nce 
shall be deemed to be part of any period for which he shall have 
engaged to serve in the said Force. 

25. All proceedings under this Ordinance shall be had and taken Proceedings tobe taken 

in a summary way and in any information or other proceeding it in a summary way. 

shall be sufficient to state any arnls or ammunition or any article 
of clothing accoutrements or appointments supplied to any member 
of the Police Force or any other property of or under the charge 
of the Police Force or any member thereof to belong to and to lay 
such information or other proceeding in the name of the Commis-
sioner of Police. 
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Th~ powers of the Su- 26 All appointments acts and powers by this Ordinance au-permtendent under • ,; 
this 9rdina:nce to re thorised to be Inade done and exercised by the Superintendent of " 
exercIsed wIth the 3d-. ~. 
vice and consent of the the ProvInce shall be Inade done and exercIsed by and wIth the ad-
Executive Council. vice and consent of his Executive Council. 

Interpretation Clause 27. In the interpretation of this Ordinance the ternlS "Police 
Force" "ComI11issioner" "Inspector" " Sub-Inspector" " Constable" 
"Officer" and "1\1eI11ber" shall include and apply not only to 
the Force employed on land but also to any Force that may 
now or hereafter be 8lupluyed upon water and known as the 
"Water Police" anrl the provisions of this Ordinance shall comprise 
extend and apply to the Water Police mutatis Iffl/ldandis as fully as 
to the Police Force elllployed on land. 

Memhel's of Police 28 Th C .. f P l' I S b I S Force appointed before • e 01111111SSlOner 0 0 ICe nspectors u - nspectors er-
t~e passing of this 9 r - geants Constables and all other members of the Police Force who-
dlllance to be subject • . 
thereto. soever appointed and acting at the time <;>f the passIng of thIS 

Laws repugnant to this 
Ordinance repealed. 

Short Title. 

Ordinance shall respectively be vested with and discharge and exe­
cute the several duties powers privileges and authorities and be 
subject to the like obligations restrictions liabilities directions and 
regulations as if they had respectively been appointed under and by 
virtue of this Ordinance. 

29. All laws in force in the said Province in so far as the same 
are repugnant to the provisions of this Ordinance or would In 
any way interfere in the operation hereof are hereby repealed. 

30. This Ordinance shall be termed and may be cited and referred 
to as the "Police Regulation Ordinance 1862." 

Passed the Provincial Council this second day of December, 
oile thousand eight hundred and sixty-two. 

CHARLES SMITH, 

Olerk of Council. ALEX. RENNIE, 

Speaker. 

Assented to on behalf of the" Governor at Dunedin this nine­
teenth day of December one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two. 

J. L. C. RICHARDSON, 

Superintendent of the Provinoe of Otago. 
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