
HOSPITALS' ORDINANCE, 1862. 

IN THE T"\VENTY -SIXTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HER MAJESTY 

QUEEN VICTORIA. 

SESSION XVI., No. 95. 

ANALYSIS. 

Preamble 
1. Property to be vested in Superintendent 
2. Superintendent to permit Committees to 

use the property 
3. Committee of Management and Rules 
4. Suits 011 behalf of any Hospital may be in 

name of Treasurer 
5. Goods and chattels may for the purpose 

of any suit, &c., be deemed the pro
perty of Treasurer for the time being 

6. Actions against Hospitals 

7. Treasurer to be reimbursed 
8. Elections of Officers 
9. Annual meeting 

10. Adjournment of meeting 
) 1. Conduct of Election 'Of Officers 
12. Vaeaney in office of Treasurer 
13. The Ordinance to be applied to Hospi

tals by proclamation in Gazette 
14. Construction of the word" Hospital" 
15. Short Title. 

AN ORDINANCE to provide for the M anage·ment of the affair8 of 
H 08pital8, and to e1~able 8uch In8titution8 to 8ue and be 8ued. 

W HEREAS it is expedient to encourage the establishment of 
Hospitals in those parts of the Province of Otago where 

they may be required to be maintained partly by private contri
butions and partly by aid from the public funds and to remove 
difficulties that may arise in the management of the affairs of such 
Institutions; 

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the Superintendent of the Province 
of Otago with the advice and consent of the Provincial Council 
thereof as follows: 

Preamble. 

1. The Superintendent of the said Province and his successors in Property to be vested 

office shall be capable of taking and holding all lands tenements and in the Superinte nuent 

hereditaments which may be granted conveyed or bequeathed to any 



Superintendent to per
mit Committees to usc 
property 

Committee of Manage
ment and Rules 
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such Institution and all such lands tenements and hereditaments 
shall be and shall be held to be vested in the said Superintendent 
and his successorfS in office in trust for the benefit of such Institution. 

2. It shall be lawful for the Superintendent to permit and suffer the 
Committee of Management or other Executive Officers of any such 
Institutions respectively to erect such buildings and perform such 
other acts in respect to such lands tenements or hereditaments and 
to use the same as to such COlnmittee or other Executive Officers 
shall be deemed expedient and necessary for carrying out the object 
of such Institutions. 

3. The affairs of every such Institution shall be conducted by a 
Committee of Management who shall be elected in the manner 
hereinafter mentioned by contributors to the funds of such Insti
tution to the extent also hereinafter mentioned and such Committee 
shall consiBt of such number of members including a President 
Treasurer and Secretary as such contributors shall determine by 
Rules which such contributors shall make or aUlthorise their Com
mittee to make for their guidance in such ~lections and in the 
Inanagement of the affairs of such Institution atnd which Rules or 
any of them may from time to tilne be revoked altered or varied as 
may be deemed proper by such contributors or by such Committee 
if authorised so to do provided that if any such Rules shall be re
pugnant to any of tho provisions of this Ordin:f1nce the same shall 
be of no force or effect. 

Rllits on behalf of any 4. All actions suits and other proceedings to he commenced· or 
HO-l)ital may be in prosecuted by or on behalf of any of the said Institutions or wherein 
llame of Treasurer • 

any of the said Institutions shall respectively be Interested or con-
cerned shall and nlay be lawfully commenced and prosecuted in the 
name of the person who shall be Treasurer of such Institution at 
the time any such action suit or other proceeding shall be instituted 
as the nonlinal plaintiff complainant or petitioner as the case may' 
be and such proceedings shall and may be prosecuted and carried 
on to their final termination in the name of such Treasurer notwith
standing any change that may have been made in the said office of 
Treasurer. 

Goons and chattelR may 5. All goods chattels and effects belonging to any such Institu-
for the purpose of any t' b d ddt k t b tl t f th T' l'uit,.&c:, be deemed the IOn may e eenle _ an a en 0 e Ie proper y 0 e leasurer. 
)~I'operty. of T~easurer thereof for all the l)urposes of any action or prosecution concerning 
fur the tIme bemg •• • • .. 

the same untIl the ternllnatlon of any such actIOn or prosecutIOn 

Actions against Hes
pitals 

notwithstanding any change in the office of Treasurer during the 
progress thereof. 

6. All actions suits and other proceedings to be conmlCnced and 
prosecuted against any such Institution lllay be commenced and 
prosecuted against the Treasurer thereof for the tilue being as the 
nominal defendant for and on behalf of the said Institution and the 
death resignation or other act of the Treasurer of the said· Institu
tion shall not ab~te any such action suit or other proceeding but 

I 
'I 
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the same may be continue~ where it left off and be prosecuted and 
carried on against the said Institution in the name of such person 
who was Treasurer when such action suit or other proceeding was 
instituted or commenced., 

7. Every such Treasurer in whose name any such action suit or :rrebasuredr 

h d· . lID urse 
ot er procee mg shall be commenced prosecuted carrIed on or de-
fended by and with the instructions of the Committee of Manage-
ment shall be deemed to have incurred no personal liability and any 
liabilities so incurred shall be paid out of the funds of the said In
stitution. 

to be I'e-

8. The Committees and other officers of such Institutions respec- Election of Officers 

tively shall be elected by the majority of contrihutors either of the 
annual sum of one pound at the least or of ten pounds in one sum 
to the said Institutions respectively who may be present at the 
respective meetings to be called for the purpose of any such election 
as hereinafter provided. 

9. The first public meeting of the contributors to any such Institu- Annual Meeting 

tion held under this Ordinance shall be called by the Superintendent > 

upon fourteen days' notice by public advertisement in one or nlore 
newspapers or otherwise as he shall direct for the purpose of electing 
the Committee and other officers and transacting any other business 
of the said Institution and there shall be a public meeting of the 
contributors to such Institution in the Inonth of January in every 
year to be called in such Dlanner as shall be prescribed by the Rules 
of such Institution for the annual election of such officers as by such 
Rules shall fall to be then elected. 

10. If at the first meeting to be held under this Ordinance or at Adjournment of l\Ieet

any .Annual or Special General Meeting of the contributors to any iug 

of the said Institutions respectively at least ten of the contributors 
qualified to vote shall not assemble and proceed to business within 
one hour from the time fixed for the meeting no election of officers 
shall be made nor shall any business be done at that time but in 
such case there shall be another meeting of the said contributors to 
the said institution at the same place and at the same hour of the 
same day in the second following week and at this last mentioned 
meeting any number of contributors 'qualified to vote as aforesaid 
exceeding three shall const.itute a meeting. 

11. Every contributor qualified and intended to vote at such first 
mentioned meeting for the election of the Committee and the Medical 
and other officers and at the Annual Meetings or any Special General 
Meetings for elections or filling up vacancies agreeably to the Rules 
of the said Institutions respectively shall deliver to the'Chairman of 
any such Ineeting a ticket with the names of the persons written 
thereon for whom he intends- to vote -the number of such persons 
not being greater than the number of persons to be elected other
wise the said vote to be null and void and the said ticket signed by 

Conduct of Election of 
Officers 
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the person presenting it after being read aloud by the Chairman 
shall be forthwith deposited in a box and shall not be withdrawn 
therefrom until the same shall be delivered to Scrutineers to be ap
pointed by any Chairtnan of the Meeting. ' 

Vacancy ill office 
'l'reasurer of 12. When any such Treasurer shall die or be absent from the 

Province or resign or refuse or becOlue incapable to act in relation 
to the said Institutions respectively a nleeting shall be called in 
nlanner aforesaid and the like proceedings as in his own election 
shall take place for the election of a Treasurer in his stead and the 
person so elected shall to all intents and purposes be vested with the 
same rights powers and authorities as the person in whose place he 
shall have been so elected. 

The Ordinance to be 13. The provisions of this Ordinance or any part thereof shall be 
~pplied to Hospitals by l' d hI" 1 h· h h S . d ·th 
Proclamation in the app Ie to suc nstItutIons on y to W lC t e upennten ent WI 
Gazette the advice and consent of his Executive Council shall think fit to 

apply the same by Proclamation to be published in the Provincial 
Government Gazette and from and after the publication thereof this 
Ordinance shall be deemed and taken to apply to the Institution 
specified in any such Proclamation. 

Construction of the 
word" Hospital" 

Short Title. 

14. The word" Hospital" used in this Ordinance shall be deemed 
to extend to and include any Benevolent Institution for the reception 
and relief of sick infirm and poor persons. 

15. This Ordinance shall be termed and may be cited or referred 
to as the "Hospitals' Ordinance 1862." 

Passed the Provincial Council this fourth day of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-t.wo. 

CHARLES SMITH, 

Clerk of Council. ALEX. RENNIE, 

Speaker. 

Assented to on behalf of the Governor at Dunedin this 
nineteenth day of December, one thousand eight -hundred 
and sixty-two. 

J. L. C. RICHARDSON, 

Superintendent of the Provilnce of Otago. 
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