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mE WITNESSES AND INTERPRETERS FEES REGULATIONS 
1969 

ARTHUR PORRITT, Governor-General 

ORDER IN COUNCIL 

At the Government BuJi1(]1ings '3it Wellington rthIis 21st day of January 1969 

Present: 
THE RIGHT HON. J. R. MARSHALL, PRESIDING IN COUNCIL 

PuRSUANT to Idle Summary Proceedings Act 1957, and to rtfu:e Public 
Revenues Act 1953 (so far as ,these regulliaJtlions reliate to wirtnesses and 
inJterpreters paid by 'the Crown under regulation 4 hereof) , His 
Excellency Ithe Governor-General, acting by and with ;the adv:ice and 
consent of tihe Executive Council, hereby makes the follow1ing regulations. 

REGULATIONS 

1. Tide and commencement-(I) These regulations may be cited as 
the W~tnesses ood Interpreters Fees RegulaJtions 1969. 

(2) These regulations shaH crome mto force on !the ht day of February 
1969. 

2. Interpretation-In these regulations, unless the context otiherwise 
requires,-

"COUl1t", where Vhe fees, aJIloWlances, and expenrses of a witness 
or ,interpreter are fixed by the Registrar, lincludes fue Registrar: 

"Cburthouse" includes any place where the attendance of a witness 
or linterpreter is required for the purpose of any judidial pro
ceeclings: 

"Paying officer" means ,the Registrar of tihe Supreme Cow1t i.n 
respect of witnesses or interpreters p3li.d by him, and Iin any other 
case means the officer whoauthoIiises payment. 

3. Application of regulations----llhese regulations shall apply to 
WliJtnesses and IinIterpreters--

(a) In any proceedJiJIlgs in a Magistrate's Court \in its criminal 
jurisdiction; or 

(b) 'Baid by the Cl10wn pursuant to regulatlion 4 hereof; or 
(c) In 'any proceedings under any enactment by or under whlich these 

<regulations are applied. 
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4. Fees, allowances, and expenses payable by the Crown-(1) Fees, 
allowances, and expenses may be paid .to wi:tnesses and interpreters for 
the Crown in any juclicial proceedings, whether civil. or CIiiminal, !in 
accordance with the scales prescribed by these I1egulations. 

(2) Any witness or interpreter for ,the prosecution at the trial of a 
cri.miJnal ClaSe in rlte Supreme Court, when iffhe Iwial is conducted by or 
on behalf of a pnivate prosecutor, may, if so allowed by Idle Court, be 
paid fees, alilJowances, and expenses ~n accordance w.idl the scales 
prescribed by these regumtlions, except where notice has been given 
on behalf of ,the Crown to the private prosecutor that the prosecution 
is not to be conducted by iVhe Crown Soliditor. 

(3) The Secretary for Justice, or, as the case may require, 'the Com
mJilssioner of Ponce, may authorise ,the amounts payable under tihis 
relgulation to be li!ncreased iJn any caJSe where he considers rllat by rooson 
of exceptional! dircumstances it is desirable to dJo so. 

5. Fees, allowances, and expenses payable to witnesses--The fees, 
allowamces, andtmvelling eJq)enses payable to any wiitness shall be in 
accordance Wlith the appll'Opl"lalte sc:aJles specified iJn Ithe Schedule hereto. 

6. Fees, allowances, and expenses payable to interpreters-The fees, 
a]lowances, 'and travelling expenses payable to any linterpreter sblall be 
in accordance with the appropriate scales specified m the Sohedule 
hereto. 

7. Witnesses under the age of 16 years--Where iJt is necessary for a 
witness under the age oi£ 16 years to be acoomtpanied by a parenlt or 
guardian, or for a witness, by reason of :illness or infirnlity, to be 
accompanied by 'an ,attendant, the parent, guardiian, or attendant may 
be paid the ,fees, 'allowances, and expenselS prescribed by It!hese re:gulaitions 
as if he were himself a Wlitness. 

8. Power of Court to disallow or increase amounts-(I) The amounts 
payable to any person under ,these reguilations slhiall be subject to snob 
directJiJons as the Court may think fit as to 'tlhe disallowance of ithe whole 
or any part thereof. 

(2) Where ,the amounts payable under ,these :regula'1lions are fixed by 
the Count, /the Couct may authorise those amounts to be !increased in 
any case where it considers that by reason of exceptional oircumst'ances 
it is desirable to do so. 

9. Revocations-The Witnesses and Interpreters Fees Regulations 
1959* and tihe Witnesses and Interpreters Fees Regulations 1959, Amend
ment No. 1 t, are hereby revoked. 

*S.R. 1959/108 
t S.R. 1965/22 
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SCHEDULE 
Regs. 5, 6 

SCALE OF PAYMENTS TO WITNESSES AND INTERPRETERS 

A. Fees 

1. (1) To an intevpreter, or to a witmess 'attendling to give evidence 
strictly w an ex!pel't,-

$ 
(a) For every day when reqUliredto be abrent from his usual 

place of residence or Ibusiness for a period nOlt exceeding 
3 hours ...... 5.75 

'Provided thaJt the fee prescribed by paragraph (Ib) of 
fis clause may be allowed l.nany case where rthe Court 
or paying officer ,is satisfied that the witness or inter
preter, beCaJUse of his attendance <ilt rthe Courthouse, 
wifl Ibe absenJt ,from. hiils work for a full day: 

(b) For every day on wIhlich attendance is required for a period 
exceeldmg 3 hours 11.50 

(c) In 'addii1rion !to sooh fees, there may be pa~d to an expert 
Wliitness la qrualifyling fee for amy analysis, preparation of 
maps, plans, or repovts, or other work necessarUJy under
taken in preparation for giving evidence, being \Such sum 
as ,the Court or paying officer considers tf'ali!r and reason-
ahle, bUlt not exceeding for every hour engaged 5.00 

(2) iNotwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (la) and (b) of sub
dause (1) of 'this clause, ~the CoU'rt or paying officer is satisfied that 
:the wiltness or !interpreter wiill suffer a loss of earnling'S as a result of 
!travelling between his usuail place of residence or business and the 
Courthouse for the purpose of gUving evidence, the Court or piaying 
officer may allow the appropriate fee under those paragraphs as if dllat 
witilless or Imterpreter was in a1itendance 'alt ,the Courthouse during the 
time when he was so travelling. 

2. (1) To any other witness, not being a sclLool chhld or a chiM under 
school age,-

(a) For every day when required to be absent from his usual 
place of residence or business for a period not exceeding 

$ 

3 !hours ...... 3.25 
Provided that ~he fee prescribed by paragraph (b) of 

,this 'd~ause may be allowed in any case where t!h:e Court 
or paying officer is satisfied that the witness, because of 
hlis attendance at the CouI'thouse, will be ,ab sent from his 
work for a full day: 

(b) For every day on whiichaJttend<iince is reqUlived for a period 
'exceedlling 3 hours 6.50 

(2) Notwitihstanding ~he pmvisions of 'Suibclause (1) of ,this clause, 
iJf the Court or payling officer ~s satisfied that rthe wtitness WIill suffer 
a loss df earnings as a resU'lt of ItraveUing between his usU'al place of 
reSidence or business and Ithe Coul1thouse for the pUI1pose of giving 
evidence, the Count or paying officer maya~]ow the appropI1iate fee 
under .that sUlbdause as if that witness was ~n attendance aJt the Court
house during the time when he was so travellling. 
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3. For a W11itten translation of any document into English from any 
either language or fmm English into any other kmguage, the fee pay
a:ble to the linrte!preter shall be such fee as Ithe Court or paying officer 
thinks just and reasonable. 

B. Allowances 

4. To a witness or interpreter who is necessari1y absent overnight from 
hIis usual place of residence-

(a) Where tlle total period of absence does not eXJOOed 24 hours 
(b) Where Illhe total period of absence exceeds 24 hours, for 

each 6 'hours or part thereof 
Provided ,tih!aJt where a fare patid for uaveJ.Hng includes 

the cost of a sleepling berth on a tiram or a slilip, the 
period of absence for the purposes of this olaUlSe shall not 
include Ithe iVime spenJt on the train or shJiJp; btut ItJhexe 
may be paid 75c for eaoh meal necessary during t!hat 
time and not 'Oovered by the fare: 

Provided also that where the Court or payting officer 
as saitJisfied tthat a witness or 'interpreter has been reason
ably required Ito pay for accommodation at a rate 
hligher than that specified in this paragraph, 'the amount 
paid may be ithe sum aatually paid by the witness or 
linlterpreter, but not exceeding the amount payable under 
the foregoing provisions of this paragraph plus one-t:h:iIrd 
theredf. 

$ 
6.00 

1.50 

5. W'here a witness or interpreter is not necessarily abseIllt overnight, 
IIIhe following mea1aHowances may be paid: 

(a) To a witness who is not enciltled ,to the fees prescribed by 
clause 1 or dlause 2 hereof: 

For every day when he 'iIs able to returntiO IHis usual 

$ 

place of residence before 7 p.m. .... 0.75 
For every day when he is not able ,to return to Iris 

usua1 place of residence before 7 p.m. 1.50 

(b) To a witness or an interpreter who is entitled lto the fees 
prescribed by clause 1 or clause 2 hereof, for every day 
when he is not aibleto return to his usuaJI place of 
residence before 7 p.m. ...... 0.75 

C. Travelling Expenses 

6. Travelling expenses lShall be allowed as follows: 

(a.) The cost of travelling by suoh mode and class of public trarupoI1t 
as the Court or paying officer considers 11eaSOnahle having 
regard Ito the distance travelled, the age and health of the 
witness or interpreter, and any other relevant C'ilrcumstances. 

Provided ltJl:uat aUr fares shall nOlt be allOWed unless the 
Court or paying officer is satisfied that any ertra expense 
occasioned by ,the use of air transport ~ justified frn all the 
clircumstances : 
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(b) Where no public conveyance is available, and the distance 
travelled exceeds 2 miles one way, miileageaJt ,tihe rate of 9ic 
a mile: 

Providedt!h.'at, in speoial circumstances,tlhe Coum or pa}"ing 
officer may allow rthe cost of tmveUing by 1taJdi: 

(c) In any Cla:Se where ra prub~ic conveyance is availahle, mileage may 
be paid to a witness or a.nterpTeter using his own motor vehicle, 
or a veh!icle hirr-oo :l:ior his personal use, Wf the total amount 
of fees, ~lowances, and expenses payable to cliat w~tness or 
tinJterpreter and any other witnesses or interpI'eters traveLling 
with !him is not IllOI1e than the total amount :tlhat would have 
been payable if he or they had travelled by public conveyance: 

(d) A medical praotiitioner using his own motor vehiole or a motor 
vehacle hired tfor his personal uJSe, whether a public conveyance 
is available or not, may be paid mileage at the ralte of 9ic a 
mile: 

'Provided that, unless u,n special circumstances the Court or 
paying officer approves otherwise, the amount of mileage pay
able lto the mediaal pmot:itioner sha:ll not exceed $12. 

P. J. BROOKS, 
Clerk of the Executive Council. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

This note is not part of the regulations, but is intended to indicate their general 
effect. 

These regulations are in substitution for the Witnesses and Interpreters Fees 
Regulations 1959. They prescribe new scales of fees, allowances, and travelling 
expenses for witnesses and interpreters in criminal cases in Magistrates' Courts, 
and for witnesses and interpreters for the Crown in any judicial proceedings. 
Under regulation 3 (c), these scales may also be applied to other proceedings by 
rules or regulations made under other enactments. 

The scales of fees contain a new provision whereby travelling time may be 
counted as attendance at the Courthouse if the Court or paying officer is 
satisfied that the witness or interpreter will suffer a loss of earnings as a result 
of travelling to give evidence. 

Issued under the authority of the Regulations Act 1936. 
Date of notification in Gazette: 23 January 1969. 
These regulations are administered in the Department of Justice. 


